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Masoretic Text of I| Samuel Chapt. 22 and Psalm 18 in Parallel Columns
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i “The importance of this poem for the study of textual transmission can scarcely be overemphasized. No other
ancient piece of comparable length appears in parallel texts in the Old Testament. Scholars have recognized that
a long complex history lies behind the present Masoretic recensions of the Psalm. In their earlier written form, Il
Samuel 22 and Psalm 18 represented divergent traditions, with a maximum number of variant readings.
Subsequent developments involved the interaction of the texts upon each other, and a strong tendency toward
harmonization. This process, however, was never completed, and the result consists of the mixed texts which we
have. The variant and conflate readings, which are still preserved in considerable number, strikingly illustrate both

processes in the textual history of the Psalm.

Significant also are the orthographic peculiarities of the texts.... Il Sam. 22 is written more defectively (i.e., with
fewer matres lectiones) than Psalm 18. Both texts have been revised and modernized considerably in the course
of transmission, but Sam. 22 preserves a number of archaic readings which point to a minimal date in the ninth-
eighth centuries B.C. for the written composition of the poem. These old spellings reflect a text written in the

dialect of Israel, the Northern Kingdom, and must therefore antedate the destruction of Samaria (722/1 B.C.), i.e.
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at a time before normative Israelite written sources were superseded by a shift to standard Judahite channels.”

Quoted from Cross-Freedman p. 125.

Two important analyses of this poem with many proposed emendations are: Studjes in Early Hebrew Meter by D.
K. Stuart (Scholar’s Press 1976); Studies in Ancient Yahwistic Poetry by Frank Moore Cross and David Noel
Freedman (SBL Dissertation Series 21 1975; Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Company; New Edition 1997) but
note carefully http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb.htm#emendations .
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