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Table 8Table 8Table 8Table 8    
Changes in Pronunciation Between Changes in Pronunciation Between Changes in Pronunciation Between Changes in Pronunciation Between EBHPEBHPEBHPEBHP, , , , THTHTHTH    and and and and BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH    

most of which Alter the Syllabic most of which Alter the Syllabic most of which Alter the Syllabic most of which Alter the Syllabic SSSStructure tructure tructure tructure of Nounsof Nounsof Nounsof Nouns    

IssueIssueIssueIssue    ExampleExampleExampleExample    *PHPHPHPH 
(c. 1200 BCE)    

EBHEBHEBHEBHPPPP 
*/EBHP//EBHP//EBHP//EBHP/+ 
*[EBHP][EBHP][EBHP][EBHP]1 

 
(c. 850-550 BCE)    

THTHTHTH        
/TH//TH//TH//TH/+ * * * *[TH][TH][TH][TH]    
(c. 850 CE)    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH 
[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = [IH][IH][IH][IH] 
(present) 

 /boy" "boy" "boy" "boy"    /ˈ̍̍̍walwalwalwaldu/ > /ˈ̍̍̍yyyyalalalaldu/ /ˈ̍̍̍yyyyaldaldaldald" ילדילדילדילד
[ˈ̍̍̍yyyyɐɐɐɐldldldld]???? [ˈ̍̍̍yyyyɐɐɐɐlәd]???? 

((((phonemically phonemically phonemically phonemically 1 1 1 1 
syllable)syllable)syllable)syllable) 

/ˈ̍̍̍yyyyɛɛɛɛlɛd/ 
[ˈ̍̍̍yyyyɛɛɛɛːːːːlɛð]    

(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables) 

[ˈ̍̍̍yyyyɛɛɛɛlɛd]    
(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables) 

 /man" "man" "man" "man"    /ˈ̍̍̍gabgabgabgabru/    /ˈ̍̍̍gabrgabrgabrgabr" גברגברגברגבר
[ˈ̍̍̍ggggɐɐɐɐbbbbɾɾɾɾ]???? 
[ˈ̍̍̍ggggɐɐɐɐbәɾ]???? 

((((phonemically phonemically phonemically phonemically 1 1 1 1 
syllable)syllable)syllable)syllable)    

/ˈ̍̍̍ggggɛɛɛɛbɛr/ 
[ ˈ̍̍̍ggggɛɛɛɛːːːːvɛɾ]    

    (2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

[ˈ̍̍̍ggggɛɛɛɛvɛɾ]    
(2 syllable(2 syllable(2 syllable(2 syllables)s)s)s)    

SegolateSegolateSegolateSegolate    
Masculine singular Masculine singular Masculine singular Masculine singular     

 /book"    /ˈ̍̍̍ssssipipipipru/    /ˈ̍̍̍ssssiiiipppprrrr" ספר
[ˈ̍̍̍ssssɪɪɪɪppppɾɾɾɾ]????  

[ˈ̍̍̍ssssɪɪɪɪppppәɾ]???? 
((((phonemically phonemically phonemically phonemically 1 1 1 1 

syllable)syllable)syllable)syllable)    

/ˈ̍̍̍ssssẹẹẹẹpɛr/ 
[ˈ̍̍̍ssssẹẹẹẹːːːːfɛɾ]    

    (2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

[ˈ̍̍̍ssssɛɛɛɛfɛʁ̞]    
    (2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    
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IssueIssueIssueIssue    ExampleExampleExampleExample    *PHPHPHPH 
(c. 1200 BCE)    

EBHEBHEBHEBHPPPP 
*/EBHP//EBHP//EBHP//EBHP/+ 
*[EBHP][EBHP][EBHP][EBHP]1 

 
(c. 850-550 BCE)    

THTHTHTH        
/TH//TH//TH//TH/+ * * * *[TH][TH][TH][TH]    
(c. 850 CE)    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH 
[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = [IH][IH][IH][IH] 
(present) 

 /holyness"    /ˈ̍̍̍qudqudqudqudšu /        /ˈ̍̍̍qudšqudšqudšqudš" קדש
[ˈ̍̍̍qqqqʊʊʊʊddddʃʃʃʃ]????  
[ˈ̍̍̍qqqqo̞oo̞̞o̞dәʃ]???? 

((((phonemically phonemically phonemically phonemically 1 1 1 1 
syllable)syllable)syllable)syllable)    

/ˈ̍̍̍qqqqoooodɛš/ 
[ˈ̍̍̍qqqqooooːːːːðɛʃ]    

    (2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

[ˈ̍̍̍kokokokodɛʃ]    
    

 /death"    /ˈ̍̍̍mawmawmawmawtu/   /ˈ̍̍̍mawtmawtmawtmawt" מות
[ˈ̍̍̍mmmmɐɐɐɐwtwtwtwt] 

/ˈ̍̍̍mmmmååååwɛt/ 
[ˈ̍̍̍mmmmɔɔɔɔːːːːwɛθ] 

[ˈ̍̍̍mmmmaaaavɛt]    

 /death of-" /ˌ̩̩̩mawt/  /ˌ̩̩̩mawt" מות
[ˌ̩̩̩mɔ̝wt] 

/ˌ̩̩̩mot/ 
[ˌ̩̩̩moːːːːθ] 

 [ˌ̩̩̩mot] 

 /kings"    /malaˈ̍̍̍kkkkῑῑῑῑma"  מלכים
bgdkpt    

/malaˈ̍̍̍kkkkῑῑῑῑmmmm/ 
[mɐlɐˈ̍̍̍kkkkiiiiːːːːmmmm]    

/mәlåˈ̍̍̍kkkkiiiimmmm/ 
[mәlɔːːːːxxxxiiiiːːːːmmmm] 

[mlaˈ̍̍̍xxxxiiiimmmm] 

Segolate Segolate Segolate Segolate 
Masculine PluralMasculine PluralMasculine PluralMasculine Plural    מלכי  

"kings of-"    
bgdkpt/malakay/2    /malaˌ̩̩̩kay/ 

[mɐl(ɐ)ˌ̩̩̩kɐy]???? 
[mɐlɐˌ̩̩̩kɛy]????    

/malˌ̩̩̩kẹ/ 
[mɐlˌ̩̩̩xẹːːːː] 

 [malˌxɛ] 

 ,beneath" תחת
instead of-"    

(originally 
substantive 

functioning as 
preposition)    

/ˌ̩̩̩tatatataḥḥḥḥtttt/    /ˌ̩̩̩taḥt/ 
[ ˌ̩̩̩tɐħt]???? [ˌ̩̩̩tɐħәt]???? 

((((phonemically phonemically phonemically phonemically 1 1 1 1 
syllable)syllable)syllable)syllable)    

/ˌ̩̩̩taḥat/ 
[ ˌ̩̩̩tɐːːːːħɐθ]3  

 (2 syllables) (2 syllables) (2 syllables) (2 syllables)    

[ˈ̍̍̍tatatataxat]    
(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

Segolate Segolate Segolate Segolate 
masculine singular masculine singular masculine singular masculine singular 
and addition of and addition of and addition of and addition of 
short short short short helping helping helping helping 
vowel to ease vowel to ease vowel to ease vowel to ease 
pronunciation of pronunciation of pronunciation of pronunciation of 
guttural guttural guttural guttural חחחח 

 ,fear" פחד
trembling"    

/ˈ̍̍̍papapapaḥḥḥḥdu/    /ˈ̍̍̍papapapaḥḥḥḥdddd/ 

[ ˈ̍̍̍ppppɐɐɐɐħħħħdddd]???? 

[ ˈ̍̍̍ppppɐɐɐɐħħħħәd]???? 

((((phonemically phonemically phonemically phonemically 1 1 1 1 

syllable)syllable)syllable)syllable)    

/ˈ̍̍̍papapapaḥad/ 

[ ˈ̍̍̍ppppɐɐɐɐːːːːħħħħɐð] 

(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

[ˈ̍̍̍papapapaxad]    
(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

noun endingnoun endingnoun endingnoun ending    עפרת "lead"    /coparparparpartu/     /cuˈ̍̍̍partpartpartpart/ 
[ʕʊˈ̍̍̍ppppɐɐɐɐɾɾɾɾtttt]???? 

/coppppɛɛɛɛrɛt/    
[ʕoːːːːffffɛɛɛɛːːːːɾɛθ] 

[oˈ̍̍̍ffffɛɛɛɛʁ̞ɛt] 
    ((((3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    
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IssueIssueIssueIssue    ExampleExampleExampleExample    *PHPHPHPH 
(c. 1200 BCE)    

EBHEBHEBHEBHPPPP 
*/EBHP//EBHP//EBHP//EBHP/+ 
*[EBHP][EBHP][EBHP][EBHP]1 

 
(c. 850-550 BCE)    

THTHTHTH        
/TH//TH//TH//TH/+ * * * *[TH][TH][TH][TH]    
(c. 850 CE)    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH 
[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = [IH][IH][IH][IH] 
(present) 

[ʕʊˈ̍̍̍ppppɐɐɐɐɾɾɾɾәt]???? 
[ʕo̞ˈˈ̍̍ppppɐɐɐɐɾɾɾɾtttt]???? 

[ʕo̞ˈˈ̍̍ppppɐɐɐɐɾɾɾɾәt]???? 

((((phonemically 2phonemically 2phonemically 2phonemically 2    
syllablesyllablesyllablesyllablessss))))    

((((3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

    < /Philistia"    /paˈ̍̍̍lišlišlišlištu' פלשת
/palištlištlištlišt/  

/paˈ̍̍̍lištlištlištlišt/ 
[pɐˈ̍̍̍llllɪɪɪɪštštštšt]???? 

[pɐˈ̍̍̍llllɪɪɪɪšәt]???? 
((((phonemically 2phonemically 2phonemically 2phonemically 2    

syllablesyllablesyllablesyllablessss))))    

/pәˈ̍̍̍llllɛɛɛɛšɛt/ 
[pәˈ̍̍̍llllɛɛɛɛːːːːšɛθ]  
((((3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

[pˈ̍̍̍llllɛɛɛɛšɛt] 
 ((((3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

Other SegolateSegolateSegolateSegolate    

    /fruit"    /ˈ̍̍̍pirpirpirpiryu" פרי
/ˈ̍̍̍pirpirpirpiryu/ > /ˈ̍̍̍pirypirypirypiry/  
[ˈ̍̍̍ppppɪɪɪɪɾɾɾɾyyyy]???? [ˈ̍̍̍ppppɪɪɪɪɾɾɾɾĭy]???? 

/pәˈ̍̍̍riririri/ 
[pәˈ̍̍̍ɾɾɾɾiiiiːːːː]   

(pausal /ˈ̍̍̍ppppɛɛɛɛri/ 
[ˈ̍̍̍ppppɛɛɛɛːːːːɾɾɾɾiːːːː] ) 

[ˈ̍̍̍ppppʁ̞ʁʁ̞̞ʁ̞iiii]  
(pausal [ˈ̍̍̍ppppɛɛɛɛʁ̞i]) 

Synope of Certain Synope of Certain Synope of Certain Synope of Certain 
Reduced VowelsReduced VowelsReduced VowelsReduced Vowels4444    

    /my earth"        /ʾadama‘‘‘‘ttttῑῑῑῑ/    /ʾad(a)ma‘‘‘‘ttttῑῑῑῑ" אדמתי
[ʔɐdɐmɐ‘‘‘‘ttttiiiiːːːː] 

/ʾadmå‘‘‘‘ttttiiii/ 
[ʔɐðmɔːːːː‘‘‘‘θθθθiiiiːːːː]        

[adma‘‘‘‘ttttiiii]        

 "high" גבה
(adjective)    

/gaˈ̍̍̍bbbbuuuuhu/    >>>>    
/gaˈ̍̍̍boboboboːːːːhhhh/    

/gaˈ̍̍̍boboboboːːːːhhhh/ 
[gɐˈ̍̍̍boboboboːːːːhhhh] 

((((““““hhhh”””” is consonantal) is consonantal) is consonantal) is consonantal)    
(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

/gåˈ̍̍̍bbbbooooːːːːahahahah/ 
[gɔːːːːˈ̍̍̍vvvvooooːːːːɐɐɐɐhhhh] 

((((““““hhhh”””” is consonantal) is consonantal) is consonantal) is consonantal)    
((((2222 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

[gaˈ̍̍̍vvvvoooo....a]  
((((3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

 < /he will do" "he will do" "he will do" "he will do" /yacˈ̍̍̍śśśśêêêê/    /yacˈ̍̍̍śśśśêêêê" יעשה
/yicˈ̍̍̍śśśśêêêê/ 
[yɪʕˈ̍̍̍ɬɬɬɬẹẹẹẹːːːː]    

(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)     

/yacˈ̍̍̍śśśśɛɛɛɛ/ 
[yɐːːːːʕɐ̆ˈˈ̍̍ssssɛɛɛɛːːːː] 
((((3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

[ya.aˈ̍̍̍ssssɛɛɛɛ] 
    ((((3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

Post First TPost First TPost First TPost First Temple emple emple emple 
Period addition of Period addition of Period addition of Period addition of 
short helping short helping short helping short helping 
vowels to ease vowels to ease vowels to ease vowels to ease 
pronunciation of pronunciation of pronunciation of pronunciation of 
gutturals gutturals gutturals gutturals –––– this has  this has  this has  this has 
the effect of the effect of the effect of the effect of 
adding a syllableadding a syllableadding a syllableadding a syllable    

 /happy" "happy" "happy" "happy" /śaˈ̍̍̍mimimimiḥu/        /śaˈ̍̍̍memememeːːːːḥḥḥḥ" שמח
[ɬɐˈ̍̍̍mmmmẹẹẹẹːːːːħħħħ] 
(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

/śåˈ̍̍̍mmmmẹẹẹẹːːːːaaaaḥḥḥḥ/ 
[sɔːːːːˈ̍̍̍mmmmẹẹẹẹːːːːɐɐɐɐħħħħ] 
((((2222 sylla sylla sylla syllables)bles)bles)bles)    

[saˈ̍̍̍mmmmɛɛɛɛ....ax]    
((((3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    
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IssueIssueIssueIssue    ExampleExampleExampleExample    *PHPHPHPH 
(c. 1200 BCE)    

EBHEBHEBHEBHPPPP 
*/EBHP//EBHP//EBHP//EBHP/+ 
*[EBHP][EBHP][EBHP][EBHP]1 

 
(c. 850-550 BCE)    

THTHTHTH        
/TH//TH//TH//TH/+ * * * *[TH][TH][TH][TH]    
(c. 850 CE)    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH 
[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = [IH][IH][IH][IH] 
(present) 

 /firmament" "firmament" "firmament" "firmament"    /raˈ̍̍̍qqqqῑῑῑῑcu/ /raˈ̍̍̍qqqqῑῑῑῑcccc" רקיערקיערקיערקיע
[ɾɾɾɾɐˈ̍̍̍qqqqiiiiːːːːcccc] 

(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

/råˈ̍̍̍qiqiqiqiːːːːaaaacccc/ 
[ɾɾɾɾɔːːːːˈ̍̍̍qqqqiiiiːːːːɐɐɐɐcccc] 

 ((((2222 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

[ʁ̞aˈˈ̍̍kkkki.i.i.i.a] 
 ( ( ( (3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

 /Noah" "Noah" "Noah" "Noah"    /ˈ̍̍̍nunununuḫu/    /ˈ̍̍̍nnnnooooːːːːḫḫḫḫ" נחנחנחנח
[ˈ̍̍̍nnnnooooːːːːxxxx]    

((((phonemically phonemically phonemically phonemically 1 1 1 1 
syllable)syllable)syllable)syllable)    

/ˈ̍̍̍nnnnooooːːːːaaaaḥḥḥḥ/ 
[ˈ̍̍̍nnnnooooːːːːɐɐɐɐħħħħ]    

((((1111 syllable) syllable) syllable) syllable)    

[ˈ̍̍̍nnnnoooo....ax]    
 (2 syllables) (2 syllables) (2 syllables) (2 syllables)    

Jacob" "Jacob" "Jacob" "Jacob"    /yacccc" יעקביעקביעקביעקב ˈ̍̍̍ququququbu/    /yicccc ˈ̍̍̍qqqqooooːbbbb/    
[yɪcˈ̍̍̍qqqqooooːːːːbbbb]    
(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

/yaccccăˈ̍̍̍qqqqoooobbbb/    
[yɐcɐ̆ˈˈ̍̍qqqqooooːːːːvvvv] 
((((3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

[ya.aˈ̍̍̍kkkkoooovvvv]    
(2(2(2(2    syllables)syllables)syllables)syllables)    

    < < < < /water"    /ˈ̍̍̍mmmmayayayaymu" מיםמיםמיםמים
/ˈ̍̍̍maymmaymmaymmaym/    like the 

English word 
'mime'    

/ˈ̍̍̍maymmaymmaymmaym/ 
[ˈ̍̍̍mmmmɐɐɐɐymymymym]    
((((1111 syllable) syllable) syllable) syllable)    

/ˈ̍̍̍mamamamayim/ 
[ˈ̍̍̍mmmmɐɐɐɐːːːːyim]    
(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

[ˈ̍̍̍mamamamayim]    
(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

 /heavens"    /šaˈ̍̍̍mmmmayayayaymu/    /šaˈ̍̍̍mmmmayayayaymmmm" שמיםשמיםשמיםשמים
[šɐˈ̍̍̍mmmmɐɐɐɐyyyymmmm]     
(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)(2 syllables)    

/šåˈ̍̍̍mmmmaaaaːːːːyim/ 
[šɔːːːːˈ̍̍̍mmmmɐɐɐɐːːːːyim]     
    ((((3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

[ʃaˈ̍̍̍mmmmayayayayimimimim]    
((((3333 syllables) syllables) syllables) syllables)    

 /EgyptEgyptEgyptEgypt"    /miṣˈ̍̍̍rayrayrayraymu/  /miṣˈ̍̍̍raymraymraymraym""""    מצריםמצריםמצריםמצרים
[mɪsˁˈ̍̍̍ɾɾɾɾɐɐɐɐymymymym] 

/miṣˈ̍̍̍rarararayim/ 
[misˁˈ̍̍̍ɾɾɾɾɐɐɐɐːːːːyim] 

[mitsˈ̍̍̍ʁ̞ʁʁ̞̞ʁ̞aaaayim] 

 /Ephriam""Ephriam""Ephriam""Ephriam"    /ʾipˈ̍̍̍rayrayrayraymu"    אפריםאפריםאפריםאפרים
 

/ʾipˈ̍̍̍raymraymraymraym/ 
[ʾɪpˈ̍̍̍ɾɾɾɾɐɐɐɐymymymym]???? 
[ʾɛpˈ̍̍̍ɾɾɾɾɐɐɐɐymymymym]???? 

/ʾɛpˈ̍̍̍rarararayim/ 
/ʾɛfˈ̍̍̍rrrrɐɐɐɐːːːːyim] 

[ɛfˈ̍̍̍ʁ̞ʁʁ̞̞ʁ̞aaaayim/] 

HHHHetereteretereterogeneous ogeneous ogeneous ogeneous 
DiDiDiDiphthongphthongphthongphthongssss        

    /house""house""house""house"        /ˈ̍̍̍bbbbayayayaytu/    /ˈ̍̍̍bbbbaytaytaytayt"    ביתביתביתבית
[ˈ̍̍̍bbbbɐɐɐɐytytytyt] 

/ˈ̍̍̍bbbbaaaayit/    
[ˈ̍̍̍bbbbɐɐɐɐːːːːyiθ]  

[ˈ̍̍̍bbbbaaaayit]        
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IssueIssueIssueIssue    ExampleExampleExampleExample    *PHPHPHPH 
(c. 1200 BCE)    

EBHEBHEBHEBHPPPP 
*/EBHP//EBHP//EBHP//EBHP/+ 
*[EBHP][EBHP][EBHP][EBHP]1 

 
(c. 850-550 BCE)    

THTHTHTH        
/TH//TH//TH//TH/+ * * * *[TH][TH][TH][TH]    
(c. 850 CE)    

BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH 
[BHBHBHBHIHIHIHIH] = [IH][IH][IH][IH] 
(present) 

" " " " ירושלםירושלםירושלםירושלם
Jerusalem"Jerusalem"Jerusalem"Jerusalem"    

/yurūšaˈ̍̍̍laylaylaylaymu/ /yụrūšaˈ̍̍̍laymlaymlaymlaym/ 
[yʊɾuːːːːšɐˈ̍̍̍llllɐɐɐɐymymymym] 

/yәrušåˈ̍̍̍llllaaaayim/ 
[yәɾuːːːːšɔːːːːˈ̍̍̍llllɐɐɐɐyim]  

[yәɾušaˈ̍̍̍lalalalayim]  

 
 
 

        בית
[baytbaytbaytbayt] > [babababayit] 

Quoted from Development of the Canaanite Dialects: An Investigation in Linguistic History by Zellig S. Harris,,,, American Oriental Series, Vol 16, 
1939 pp. 29-32 

[ay] > [ȇ]; [aw] > [ȏ] 

…  In early Semitic, diphthongs were phonologically vowel + syllable-closing [y] or [w] ; as such they were always 
either final or followed by the consonant which began the next syllable : [baybaybaybaytu]. Since every syllable in early Semitic 
began with a consonant, inter-vocalic [y] and [w] must be considered phonologically as hetero-syllabic, not making a 
diphthong, but rather beginning the next syllable: [baytiya] of my house.' In Canaanite, diphthongs were 
monophthongized in all positions, accented and unaccented, medial and final, except when another [y] or [w] 
followed; thus [ḥayyîmyîmyîmyîm] life,' [ḥayyȇ] `life (cst.),' [taw]  < [tawwu] ‘mark,' all remained in Phoenician and Hebrew. The 
diphthongs [iy], [uw] in medial position had been monophthongized. in Canaanite times…. 

New diphthongs arose later in final position, all of which, with the exception of the last group, were later 
monophthongized … when [h] elided in the 3rd person suffixes in Hebrew … [-ahū] > [-aw], somewhat later > [-ȏ] ….  

In Jerusalem Hebrew, unaccented diphthongs were monophthongized as throughout Canaanite, but accented 
diphthongs remained….  In the nifal verb, the monophthongization could not take place until the verb stress shift : 
[nawnawnawnawdaca] > [nawnawnawnawdac] > [nawdadadadacccc] > [nȏdadadadacccc] ‘it became known.' This was also true of those hifil verb forms which did 
not have [î] in the second syllable, e. g., the infinitive absolute: the Assyrian transcription a-u-si-' (III Rawlinson 10. 2. 
28) [hawhawhawhawšic], later > [hȏšȇac], shows the form before the verb stress shift, or in any event before the reduction of the 
diphthong. This will explain the biblical Hebrew forms, except for the absolute nouns of type [ḥḥḥḥȇȇȇȇqqqq] ‘bosom,' [yyyyȏȏȏȏmmmm] 
day,' which may be due to analogy of the construct forms, or to borrowing from Hebrew dialects where the 
monophthongization had been complete (cf. the possibly dialectal [llllȇȇȇȇllll] in Jes. 21.11, variant to [layllayllayllayl] ‘night.' 

 Later, after final short vowels were dropped, and the medial diphthongs came to be in doubly closed syllables, they 
were pronounced as two syllables; [baytbaytbaytbayt] > [babababayit]; [cȇnaymnaymnaymnaym] > [cȇnanananayim]; [mawtmawtmawtmawt] > [mamamamawɛt]. This was part of the late 
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general tendency to break final consonant clusters by anaptyctic ("segolate") vowels. Final diphthongs remained: 
[mātaytaytaytay] ‘when.' 

…  It has been suggested that this divergence of Jerusalem Hebrew is a later development, that Jerusalem had 
originally gone with the rest of Canaanite, but that later foreign influences caused a restoration of the diphthongs in 
some cases. Such new formations, extending from loan-words which might have come to Jerusalem from a dialect 
where diphthongs had been preserved, would indeed be possible. However, the fact that the diphthong does not 
occur in some special group of words or in some morphologic class, but can be explained as having been preserved 
in one phonetic environment (stress), argues for a regular phonetic development. The probability is therefore that 
when this change first spread in Canaanite there were some areas, specifically Jerusalem, in which stress was a 
deciding factor for its occurrence. 

 
                                            
1 Note, in reconstructed [EBHP] transliterations and sound files -  

1.there is no spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants; 

2. vowel qualities are outlined here; 

3. I use the most probable form. Where no one form stands out as most probable, I select 
the one closest to the MT vocalization. 

4. when multiple forms are possible, the form used is underlined. 

2 See Harris 1939  p. 67. 

3 This reconstruction is directly verified by Khan 1990 p. 97. 

4 See Harris 1939  p. 67. 
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