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Y'Y AW ' | wehe'ye: yere' fe: waha'yé yari'8a Si'eir W b AW M
le'Size 20ryrbarw? | OYibaw PIR W
n'Y RN [ weyidrar2e:l Sortter | wayisraredl co'sé Ay Sxwm | nivb Sxam R
' | 'heyl ‘hay! 5n 5n
24:19 :'17'3:]77_3 -[17'1 we'yird wa'yird PN 1M 2P TN
miyy1$'keo:b miyyic'qotb
-pj""_y -p;';:gn]_ wehr?'bi:d te'rizd wahi'bi:d $a'fid WN TIW TARM | LR TIW TIARM
j,I:le.3 mIQ";iZ[' miccelr
2420 PY'RU IR R | wey'yir? way'yir' ‘at- PNy NR R PYRY IR R

H'wn gipn

Pet-Ceme'le:k’

cama'le:q way'yisa’

masa'lé wey'yomir

nHwn RN
IR"

Town xyn
pisbyl
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E-book Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play - Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience

by David Steinberg
N ) .
Chapter/ Reconstructed Vocalization [EBHP] Reconstructed Reconstructed Text Masoretic Text*
Verse Transposed into Latin Characters Vocalization /[EBHP/*3 JEH Style Spelling

Tiberian Graphemes

(9t- 6t ¢. BCE)

IR | wey'yite? mefe'lo:
wey'yo: mer
o3 nw x4 | cenJiit gor'yizm re: Sit go'yim n" NWKR bria R
P‘,'DD S‘Bme'lgzk‘ cama’le:q p%my p%@y
T iNINR | weRexcir'tor Sedey | waahrité caday Y ANINK i Rina sy
72'R | 20:'be:d O'be:d® TAR TAR
24:21 NYRNTIIR R | wey'yir? et- way'yir ’at- WD DR KM PRATIR R
i'wn Ry | hek'kiey'ni: haqqay’ni way'yisa mown RwM foun xipm
I _ masa'lo .
Anrs | wey'yite? e plal Y RN
- weyyomir
me/fe'lo:
wey'yo: mer
T2'WVIN 1R | 2ey'tan "ay'ta:n 22WIN K TAWIn IR
mow/e'beke’ maws$a'baka(:)
73'P p90'3 0" | we'liim bes'selS wa'sizm bas'sal° 21p Y503 PV T3P Yopa O
Kn'neke: gin'naka(:)
24:22 MoK 0, | ki 2meyih'ye: Kki: “im-yih'yé Y AR D oK 3
' p'ab | lebes'Sir 'keeyn labacir ‘qayn rp i TR A7
W'R 'Y | Sed-"meh el fu:r cad-'mah as'Su:r TR 1 TY WYR NRTTY
T2'wn | tfbekke tiSbakka(:) awn Tavn
2423 iH'wn R | wey'yie? mefe'lo: | way'yisa’ masa'ld own KW wn 8n
773&5'1 WBy'YOZ mer wey'yomir TIIRY -‘p&a]
mnr ' MR, | 20ty 'miz yih'ye: Joty 'miyih'yé T M N VAR
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E-book Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play - Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience

by David Steinberg
. > .
Chapter/ Reconstructed Vocalization [EBHP] Reconstructed Reconstructed Text Masoretic Text*
Verse Transposed into Latin Characters Vocalization /[EBHP/*3 JEH Style Spelling
Tiberian Graphemes (9th- 6th c. BCE)

OR' in'wn | mitur'mo: 2e:l missu:'md "e:| o8 nnwn o inn
24:24 T R oW | we'siim miy,yed wa'sim miy,yad TR WY Tn DY
WY'R 13’0 | weSin'nu: el fu:r wacin'nd “as'su:r IWR UM YR 13D
qap' 13'py | weSin'nu: ‘Sibr warin'nd ‘cibr 92 1 gkl
X377 039 | we,gem ‘hu: wa,gam ‘hd R DR N17700
-r:"x T QB'dsy ?O:'bg:d °g,day ‘o:'be:d TARTY 'l';lN ’J'I'LJ

MP’
sound file

1 Three important analyses of this poem with many proposed emendations are: 7he Oracles of

Balaam: A Metrical Analysis and Exegesis by Timothy Mark Powell, PhD thesis, Fuller

Theological Seminary, 1982 (includes reconstruction of pre-Masoretic vocalization of the poetic
oracles). Full text available as pdffile through ProQuest Digital Dissertations; Studies in Early
Hebrew Meter by D. K. Stuart (Scholar's Press 1976); Studlies in Ancient Yahwistic Poetry by

Frank Moore Cross and David Noel Freedman (SBL Dissertation Series 21 1975; Wm. B.

Eerdmans Publishing Company; New Ed edition 1997) but read carefully cautions of Godwin.

Note also the vocalization of Richter's Biblia hebraica transcripta treated with the usual

considerations http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb.htm#richter_achiev .

2 Note, in reconstructed [EBHP] transliterations and sound files -

1.there is no spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants -

http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_tequ.htm#bgdpt;

2. vowel qualities are outlined here - http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_6.htm#ebhp_vow_qual;

3. I use the most probable form. Where no one form stands out as most probable, | select

the one closest to the MT vocalization.
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E-book Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play - Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience
by David Steinberg

4. when multiple forms are possible, the form used is underlined.

3 See Phones and Phonemes - http:/iwww.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_6.htm#phone_phonym.

4 From The Westminster Leningrad Codex http://www.tanach.us/.

IN EBHP and LBHP THE JUSSIVE (PCjus), COHORTATIVE (PCecon), IMPERFECT (PCimp)
AND PRETERITE (PCopret sim/PCpretwc) are, in some forms, distinguished by the placement of

syllabic stress when not carrying object suffixes. See -
- http://www.adath-shalom.ca/history_of_hebrew3a.htm#indic_jus AND

- http://www.adath-shalom.ca/history_of_hebrew3a.htm#Prefix_Conjugation

5 As it stands, this is a case of SChyp. However, it is possible that the text has been corrupted

through haplography i.e. a development such as *1* 'n > *nan 'n > man n.
6 Probably should read wami sapar ‘at rubc yisra'el

7 See JoUon-Muraoka 1991 §93r.

8 Probably should be read /ugahti(qgal passive).

9 ,nu'mis also possible.

10 First vowel of 1ya is uncertain

1 Emendation to make sense of text.

2 Emendation to make sense of text.

3 Emendation to make sense of text.

14 “For kokab as “host” see S. Gervitz, “A new Look at an Old Crux, Amos 5:26,” JBL 87 (1968),
267-76.” From p. 119 of Studies in Early Hebrew Meterby D. K. Stuart Scholar’s Press 1976

15 Should probably be read weko d&'o Koll be,ney Ju:t

16 Should probably be read waqud, qud kull bgnay 'Sat

17 “oyibaw/ 0yibew probably erroneously displaced from end of following couplet rendering

following translation
wahi’bid farid mrfir

Edom shall be a possession
Seir shall be a possession
When Israel does valiantly

18 77 is jussive or preterite in form but apparantly future indicitave in meaning. The obvious
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emendation is to read n7M* in place of 797 rendering the meaning "One out of Jacob shall

rule..." as suposed in the NRSV.

19 This expression (1ax 1y ) is found in vss. 20 and 24. It can be read in 3 ways two of which

have four syllables and the other two have three syllables. —

i. the MT reading 12X as a ga/active participle. This seems, to me less likely than the
following two choices.

ii. assuming a noun of standard form ‘ubd or ibd or abd

iii. assuming a misdivision of words (cad y6'bad) or a dropping out of a second yod
(cade yo'bad)
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