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Box- The Case System of Proto-Hebrew 

1. Nouns (including adjectives) Based on Two Consonants 

2. Nouns (including adjectives) Based on Three Consonants Masc. Sing Having One (phonemic) Vowel in 
EBHP 

3. Nouns (including adjectives) Based on Three Consonants Two Short Vowels in PH  

4. Nouns (including adjectives) Based on Three Consonants Short First and Historically Long Second 
Vowel in EBHP  

5. Nouns (including adjectives) Based on Three Consonants Long First Short Second Vowel in PH 

6. Nouns (including adjectives) Based on Three Consonants having (in ms.) Two Long Vowels in PH and 
EBHP 

7. Nouns (including adjectives) based on Three Consonants the Second of which is Geminated having (in 
masc. sing.) Short First and Long Second Vowel  
 

8. Prepositions, Negatives, Adverbs, etc. 

 
Nb.  

1. N.b. Vowel Qualities of Reconstructed [EBHP] 

2. When multiple forms are possible, the form used in [EBHP] transliterations and sound files 
is underlined. 
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The Case System of Proto-Hebrew 

As illustrated elsewhere, PH originally had a system of case endings similar to that of 
Classical Arabic2. As in Classical Arabic, attached pronominal suffixes, if any, followed 
the case endings. For the noun forms in the singular, feminine singular this consisted of a 
system of three cases3 (nominative - suffix u (constr. u > Ø during PH period); accusative - 
suffix a (constr. a > Ø during PH period); genitive - suffix i (constr. i > Ø during PH period)). 
Nouns in the dual, masculine plural and feminine plural all had two cases4 - 

 dual - nominative - suffix áːmi (constr. and before pronominal suffix aː); oblique (= accusative 
plus genitive) - suffix áymi (constr. and before pronominal suffix ay);  

masculine plural - nominative - suffix úːma (constr. and before pronominal suffix uː ); oblique - 
suffix íːma (constr. and before pronominal suffix iː ); and, 

feminine plural - nominative - suffix óːtu (constr. and before pronominal suffix oːt ); oblique - 
suffix óːt i (constr. and before pronominal suffix oːt ).5 

At some time, presumably related to the drastic reduction in the use of the dual and the decline of the 
case system in late BHA phase 2, the oblique ending (íːma > íːm ) became the single suffix for 
mp. absolute nouns and the dual oblique construct (ay ) became the single suffix for mp. 
construct nouns.  

For this reason, in the following table, I will use the general approach in PH 
reconstructions of showing, where possible, the PH vocalization that developed into the 
BH form. Thus, for PH reconstructions I will - 

§ il lustrate noun forms in masculine singular, feminine singular, and feminine 
plural in the nominative case; 

§ il lustrate masculine plural and dual construct noun forms in the oblique case; 
and, 

§ il lustrate masculine plural absolute noun forms in the oblique case. 
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1. Nouns (including adjectives) based on Two Consonants 

(forms with long (doubled) second consonant follow this link) 

Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]6  

(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

qaˈlaː fs. 

of  

ˈqaːl 

/ʾaˈmatu/ /ʾaˈmâ/ 
[ʔɐˈmɐː] 

מָהˈאָ  
[ʔɔːˈmɔː] 

female servant, slave-
wife 

/śaˈpatu/ /śaˈpâ/ 
[ɬɐːˈpɐː] 

פָהֺ̍שָ   

[sɔːˈfɔː] 
lip, language 

/šaˈnatu/ /šaˈnâ/ 
[ʃɐˈnɐː] 

נָהˈשָ ֺ  
[ʃɔːˈnɔː] 

year 

qil  
(Tiberian 

לקֵ  )7 

/ˈʾilu/ /ˈʾeːl/ 
[ˈʔẹːl] 

אֵלˈ  
[ˈʔẹːl] 

god - abs. form 

/ˌʾil/ /ʾil/ 
[ˌʔɪl]? [ˌʔɛl]? 

אֶלˌ   
[ˌʔɛl] 

god of- cstr. form. 

/ˈbinu/ /ˈbeːn/ 
[ˈbẹːn] 

בֵּןˈ   
[ˈbẹːn] 

son - abs. form. 

/ˌbin/ /ˌbin/ 
[ˌbɪn]? [ˌbɛn]? 

בִּן־ˌ בֶּן־ˌ  
[bin], [bɛn] 

son of- cstr. form. 

/ˈbintu/ > /ˈbittu/ /ˈbatt/ 
[ˈbɐtt] 

בַּתˈ 8  
[ˈbɐːθ] 

daughter 

/ˈleːṣu/? /ˈleːṣ/ 
[ˈlẹːsˁ] 

לֵץˈ  
[ˈlẹːsˁ] 

mocker 

/ˈcidu/ /ˈceːd/ 
[ˈʕẹːd] 

עֵדˈ  
[ˈʕẹːð] 

witness - abs. form 

/ˌcid/ /ˌcid/ 
[ˌʕɪd]? [ˌʕɛd]? 

עֵדˌ  
[ˌʕẹːð] 

witness of- cstr. form. 

/ˈciṣu/ /ˈceːṣ/ 
[ˈʕẹːsˁ] 

עֵץˈ  
[ˈʕẹːsˁ] 

tree - abs. form 

/ciṣ/ /ˌciṣ/ 
[ˌʕɪsˁ]? [ˌʕɛsˁ]? 

עֵדˌ  
[ˌʕẹːsˁ] 

tree of- cstr. form. 

 /ˈric/ 
[ˈrɪʕ]? [ˈrɛʕ]? 

רֵעַ ˈ  
[ˈrẹː.ɐʕ] 

companion.  

/ˈšimu/ /ˈšeːm/ 
[ˈʃẹːm] 

 ˈשֵםֺ
[ˈʃẹːm] 

name - abs. form 

/ˌšim/ /ˌšim/ ֺשֵםˌ name of- cstr. form 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]6  

(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

[ˌʃɪm] or [ˌʃɛm] [ˌʃẹːm] 

/ˈšitu/ /ˈšeːt/ 
[ˈʃẹːt] 

 ˈשֵתֺ
[ˈʃẹːθ] 

base, foundation - abs. 
form 

/ˌšit/ /ˌšit/ 
[ˌʃɪt]? [ˌʃɛt]? 

שֵתֺˌ  
[ˌʃẹːθ] 

base of- cstr. form 

/ˈgišatu/ >  
/ˈgištu/ 

/ˈgišt/ 
[ˈgɪʃt]? [ˈgɪʃәt]? 

שֶׁתגֶּ ˈ  
[ˈgɛːʃɛθ] 

approaching (inf. cstr. 
qal of ׁנגש).  

/diˈcatu/ /diˈcâ/ 
[dɪˈʕɐː]? [dɛˈʕɐː]? 

עָהˈדֵּ   
[dẹːˈʕɔː] 

knowledge (qal verbal 
noun ידע).  

/ˈdicatu/ > /ˈdictu/ /ˈdict/ 
[ˈdɪ/ɛʕt]? [ˈdɪ/ɛʕәt]? 

עַתדַּ ˈֺ  

[ˈdɐːʕɐθ] 

knowledge (inf. cstr. qal 
of ידע).  

/ziˈcatu/ /ziˈcâ/ 
[zɪˈʕɐː]? [zɛˈʕɐː]? 

עָהˈזֵ  
[zẹːˈʕɔː] 

sweat (qal verbal noun 
  .(יזע

/ḥiˈmatu/ /ḥiˈmâ/ 
[ħɪˈmɐː]? [ħɛˈmɐː]? 

מָהˈחֵ   
[ħẹːˈmɔː] 

heat, anger.  

/ˈṭactu/ /ˈṭact/ 
[ˈtˁɐʕt]? [ˈtˁɐʕәt]? 

עַתטַ ˈ  
[ˈtɐːʕɐθ] 

planting (inf. cstr. qal of 
  .( נטע

/ˈlidatu/ > /liˈdatu/ /liˈdâ/ 
[lɪˈdɐː]? [lɛˈdɐː]? 

דָהˈלֵ   
[lẹːˈðɔː] 

giving birth (qal verbal 
noun ילד).  

/ˈlidatu/ > /ˈlidtu/ /ˈlidt/ 
[ˈlɪdt]? [ˈlɪdәt]? 

דֶתלֶ ˈ  
[ˈlɛːðɛθ] 

giving birth (inf. cstr. qal 
of ילד).  

/ˈlikatu/ > /ˈliktu/ /ˈlikt/ 
[ˈlɪkt]? [ˈlɪkәt]? 

כֶתלֶ ˈ  
[ˈlɛːxɛθ] 

going (inf. cstr. qal of 
  .(הלך

/miˈʾatu/ /miˈʾâ/ 
[mɪˈʔɐː]? [mɛˈʔɐː]? 

אָהˈמֵ   
[mẹːˈʔɔː] 

hundred.  

/ˈsactu/ 
 

/ˈsact/ 
[ˈsɐʕt]? [ˈsɐʕәt]? 

עַתסַ ˈ  
[ˈsɐːʕɐθ] 

breaking camp, travelling 
(inf. cstr. qal of נסע). 

/ciˈdatu/ /ciˈdâ/ 
[ʕɪˈdɐː]? [ʕɛˈdɐː]? 

דָהˈעֵ   
[ʕẹːˈðɔː] 

community.  

/ciˈṣatu/ /ciˈṣâ/ 
[ʕɪˈsˁɐː]? [ʕɛˈsˁɐː]? 

צָהˈעֵ   
[ʕẹːˈsˁɔː] 

plan.  

/piˈʾatu/ /piˈʾâ/ 
[pɪˈʔɐː]? [pɛˈʔɐː]? 

אָהˈפֵּ   
[pẹːˈʔɔː] 

edge.  

/ˈṣiʾtu/ /ˈṣiʾt/  [ˈsˁɪʔt] (EBHP?) >  ˈצֵאת  going out (inf. cstr. qal of 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]6  

(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

/ˈṣêt/ [ˈsˁẹːt] (EBHP?) [ˈsˁẹːθ] יצא). See *qiʾl >* qệl > 
qʾệl Will use [ˈsˁɪʾt] in 
abs. and [ˌsˁẹːt] in constr. 
in [EBHP] transliterations 

/ˈqištu/ /ˈqišt/ 
[ˈkˁɪʃt]? [ˈkˁɪʃәt]? 

שֶתֺקֶ ˈ  

[ˈkˁɛːʃɛθ] 
bow.  

/ˈridtu/ /ˈridt/ 
[ˈɾɪdt]? [ˈɾɪdәt]? 

דֶתרֶ ˈ  
[ˈɾɛːðɛθ] 

going down (inf. cstr. qal 
of ירד).  

/ˈšibtu/ /ˈšibt/ 
[ˈʃɪbt]? [ˈʃɪbәt]? 

בֶתשֶׁ ˈ  
[ʃɛːvɛθ] 

sitting (inf. cstr. qal of 
  .(ישׁב

/šiˈnatu/ /šiˈnâ/ 
[ʃɪˈnɐː]? [ʃɛˈnɐː]? 

ה◌ׇ נˈשֵׁ   
[ʃẹːˈnɔː] 

sleep (qal verbal noun 
  .(ישׁן

/tiˈbatu/ /tiˈbâ/ 
[tɪˈbɐː]? [tɛˈbɐː]? 

בָהˈתֵּ   
[tẹːˈvɔː] 

ark.  

qul /ˈturu/ /ˈtoːr/ 
[ˈtoːr] 

רֺתּוˈ  
[ˈtoːr] 

dove 

qall (list) /ˈḥayyu/ /ˈḥayy/ 
[ˈħɐːyy] 

חַיˈ  
[ˈħɐːy] 

alive 

(f.) /ḥayˈyatu/ /ḥayˈyâ/ 
[ħɐyˈyɐː] 

יָּהˈחַ   
[ħɐyˈyɔː] 

wild animal 

qill (list) /ˈ‘immu/ /ˈ‘imm/ 
[ˈ‘ɪmm] 

אֵםˈ  
[ˈ‘ẹːm] 

mother 

qull (list) /ˈḥuqqu/ /ˈḥuqq/ 
[ˈħʊkˁkˁ] 

חֹקˈ  
[ˈħoːkˁ] 

law 

(f.) /ḥuqˈqatu/ /ḥuqˈqâ/  ֻקָּהˈח  
[ħukˁˈkˁɔː] 

law, decree 

 



E-book Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play - Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience by David Steinberg 

6 

2. Nouns (including adjectives) based on Three Consonants having (in 
masc. sing.) One (phonemic) Vowel in EBHP 

Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]9  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

qatl /ˈmalku/ /ˈmalk/ 
[ˈmɐlk]? [ˈmɐlәk]? 

�מֶ ˈ לֶ  

[ˈmɛːlɛx] 
king.  

 /bintuˈ/ ע״ן
/ˈbitt/ 
[ˈbɪtt] 

תˈ   בַּ

[ˈbɐθ] 

daughter.  
(Shift */ˈbit(t)/ > /ˈbat/ due 
to Philippi's law) 

ayin-
gutteral 
roots 

/ˈlahbu/ /ˈlahb/ 
[ˈlɐhb]? [ˈlɐhɐ̆b]? 

בלַ ˈ הַ  

[ˈlɐːhav] 
flame.  

/ˈlaḥmu/ /ˈlaḥm/ 
[ˈlɐħm]? [ˈlɐħɐ̆m]? 

םלֶ ˈ חֶ  

[ˈlɛːħɛm] 
bread.  

/ˈnaḫlu/ /ˈnaḫl/ 
[ˈnɐxl]? [ˈnɐxɐ̆l]? 

לנַ ˈ חַ  

[ˈnɐːħɐl] 
wadi.  

/ˈnaclu/ /ˈnacl/ 
[ˈnɐʕl]? [ˈnɐʕɐ̆l]? 

לנַ ˈ עַ  

[ˈnɐːʕɐl] 

shoe. Will use [ˈnɐcl] in 
[EBHP] transliterations 

/ˈnacru/ /ˈnacr/ 
[ˈnɐʕɾ]? [ˈnɐʕɐ̆ɾ]? 

רנַ ˈ עַ  

[ˈnɐːʕɐɾ] 
youth (noun).  

/ˈpaḫdu/ /ˈpaḫd/ 
[ˈpɐxd]? [ˈpɐxɐ̆d]? 

דפַּ ˈ חַ  

[ˈpɐːħɐð] 
trembling.  

/ˈraḥmu/ /ˈraḥm/ 
[ˈrɐħm]? [ˈrɐħɐ̆m]? 

םרֶ ˈ חֶ  

[ˈreːħɛm] 
womb.  

/ˈθaġru/ /ˈšaġr/ 
[ˈʃɐɣɾ]? [ˈʃɐɣɐ̆ɾ]? 

רשַ ֹˈ עַ  

[ˈʃɐːʕaɾ] 
gate.  

 /roots /ˈgabʾu/ /ˈgabʾ ל״א
[ˈgɐbʔ]? [ˈgɐbәʔ]? 

אגֶּ ˈ בֶ   

[gɛːvɛː] 
pond.  

/ˈṭanʾu/ /ˈṭanʾ/ 
[ˈtˁɐnʔ]? [ˈtˁɐnәʔ]? 

[ˈtˁɛnɛː]? 

אטֶ ˈ נֶ  

[ˈtˁɛːnɛː] 
vase.  

/ˈparʾu/ /ˈparʾ/ 
[ˈpɐɾʔ]? [ˈpɐɾәʔ]? 

[ˈpɛɾɛː]? 

אפֶּ ˈ רֶ  

[ˈpɛːɾɛː] 
wild ass.  

יˈגְּ  /roots10 /ˈgadyu/ >  /ˈgady ל״י דִ  kid. 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]9  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

/ˈgadyu/11 [ˈgɐdy]? [ˈgɐdĭy]? [gәˈðiː] 

/ˈkalyu/ /ˈkaly/ 
[ˈkɐly]? [ˈkɐlĭy]?  

יˈכְּ  לִ  [kәˈliː]  

(pausal ˈ ֶּיכ לִ  [ˈkɛːliː]) 
tool, vessel.  

/kilaˈyīma/12 /kilaˈyīm/ (/EBHP?/) >  

/kiˈlīm/ (/EBHP?/) 

יםˈכֵּ  לִ  

[kẹːˈliːm] 
tools. 

/ˈlaḥyu/ /ˈlaḥy/ 
[ˈlɐħy]? [ˈlɐħĭy]?  

יˈלְ  חִ  [lәˈħiː]  

(pausal ˈ ֶיל חִ  [ˈlɛːħiː]) 
jaw bone.  

/ˈpatyu/ /ˈpaty/ 
[ˈpɐty]? [ˈpɐtĭy]? 

יפֶּ ˈ תִ  

[ˈpɛːθiː] 
naïve young man.  

 roots ע״ו
(conson- 
antal ו ) 

/ˈʾawnu/ 
/ˈʾawn/ 
[ˈʔɐwn] 

13וןֶאָˈ  
[ˈʔɔːwɛn] 

wickedness - abs. form 

 /ʾawn/ /ˌʾawn/ 
[ˌʔɐwn]? [ˌʔɔw̝n]? 

אוןֺˌ  

[ˌʔoːn] 

wickedness of- cstr. 
form.  

/ˈmawtu/ 
/ˈmawt/ [ˈmɐwt] 

14וֶתמָ ˈ  
[mɔːwɛθ] 

death - abs. form 

/ˌmawt/ /ˌmawt/ 
[ˌmɐwt]? [ˌmɔ̝wt]? 

תֺמוˌ  

[ˌmoːθ] 
death of- cstr. form 

/ˈcawlu/ /ˈcawl/ 
[ˈʕɐwl] 

וֶלעָ ˈ  
[ˈʕɔːwɛl] 

injustice - abs. form 

/cawˈlatu/ /cawˈlâ/ 
[ʕɐwˈlɐː] 

 

לָהˈעַוְ   
[ʕɐwˈlɔː] 

injustice 

/ˈtawku/ /ˈtawk/ 
[ˈtɐwk] 

וֶךְ תָּ ˈ  
[ˈtɔːwɛx] 

midst - abs. form 

/ˌtawk/ /ˌtawk/ 
[ˌtɐwk]? [ˌt ɔ̝wk]? 

תּוֹךְ ˌ  
[ˌtoːx] 

midst of- cstr. form. 

 roots ע״י
(consonant
al י) 

/ˈbaytu/ /ˈbayt/ 
[ˈbɐyt] 

בַּיִתˈ  
[ˈbɐːyiθ] 

house - abs. form 

/ˌbayt/ /ˌbayt/ 
[ˌbɐyt]? [ˌbɛyt]? 

בֵּיתˌ  
[ˌbẹːθ] 

house of- cstr. form.  

/bayaˈtīma/15 /bayaˈtīm/ (/EBHP?/) > 

/batˈtīm/ (/EBHP?/) 
יםˈבָּ  תִּ  

[bɔːtˈtiːm] 
houses 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]9  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

/ˈzaytu/ /ˈzayt/  
[ˈzɐyt] 

יִתזַ ˈ   
[ˈzɐːyiθ] 

olive - abs. form 

/ˌzayt/ /ˌzayt/ 
[ˌzɐyt]? [ˌzɛyt]? 

זֵיתˌ   
[ˌzẹːθ] 

olive of- cstr. form.  

/ˈṣaydu/ /ˈṣayd/ 
[ˈsˁɐyd] 

יִדצַ ˈ   
[ˈsˁɐːyið] 

game (hunting) - abs. 
form 

/ˌṣayd/ /ˌṣayd/ 
[ˌsˁɐyd]? [ˌsˁɛyd]? 

צֵידˌ  
[ˌsˁẹːð] 

game (hunting) of- cstr. 
form.  

/ṣayˈdatu/ /ṣayˈdâ/ 
[sˁɐyˈdaː]? [sˁɛyˈdaː]? 

דָהˈצֵי  
[sˁẹːˈðɔː] 

food for a journey.  

qitl /ˈsitru/ /ˈsitr/ 
[ˈsɪtɾ]? [ˈsɪtәɾ]? 

רתֶ סֵ ˈ  

[ˈsẹːθɛɾ] 
secret.  

/sitˈratu/ /sitˈrâ/ 
[sɪtˈɾɐː] 

תְ  הˈסִ רָ  

[siθˈɾɔː] 
protection. 

יל״  roots16 
NB. See 
Tequ here 

/ˈḫiṣyu/ 
/ˈḫiṣy/ 

[ˈxɪsˁy]? [ˈxɪsˁĭy]?  

יˈחֲ  צִ   

[ħăˈsˁiː] 

(pausal  ֵיח צִ  [ˈħẹːsˁiː])17 

half.  

/ˈmiryu/ 

/ˈmiry/ 
[ˈmɪɾy]? [ˈmɪɾĭy]? 

יˈמְ  רִ   

[pәˈɾiː] 

(pausal ˈ ֶימ רִ  

[ˈpɛːɾiː]) 

contentiousness.  

/ˈpiryu/ 

/ˈpiry/ 
[ˈpɪɾy]? [ˈpɪɾĭy]? 

יˈפְּ  רִ   

[pәˈɾiː] 

(pausal ˈ ֶּיפ רִ  

[ˈpɛːɾiː]) 

fruit.  

/piraˈyōtu/ 

/piraˈyōt/ (/EBHP?/) > 
/piˈrōt/ (/EBHP?/)18 

רוֹתˈפֵּ   

[pẹːˈɾoːθ] 

fruits. Analogous to  
*qiʾl >* qệl > qʾệl. 
Will use [pɛrɐˈyoːt] in 
abs. and [pɛˌroːt] in 
constr. in [EBHP] 
transliterations 

/ˈṣibyu/ 
/ˈṣiby/ 

[ˈsˁɪby]? [ˈsˁɪbĭy]? 

יˈצְ  בִ   

[sˁәˈviː]  

(pausal ˈ ֶיצ בִ  

ornament, splendor.  
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]9  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

[ˈsˁɛːviː]) 

/ˈẓabyu/ >  
/ˈṣabyu/ 

/ˈṣaby/ 
[ˈsˁɐby]? [ˈsˁɐbĭy]?  

יˈצְ  בִ  

[sˁәˈviː] 
gazelle.  

/ˈšibyu/ 

/ˈšiby/  
[ˈʃɪby]? [ˈʃɪbĭy]?  

יˈֺשְ  בִ   

[ʃәˈviː]  

(pausal ֺ ֶיש בִ  ˈ 

[ˈʃɛːviː]) 

captivity.  

qutl /ˈbuʾšu/ /ˈbuʾš/ (/EBHP?/) > 
/ˈbôš/ (/EBHP?/) 

אֹשˈבְּ   

[bәˈʔoːʃ] 
stench 

/ˈgudlu/ /ˈgudl/ 
[ˈgʊdl]? [ˈgod̞әl]? 

לגֹּ ˈ דֶ  

[ˈgoːðɛl] 
greatness.  

/ˈḫurbu/ /ˈḫurb/ 
[ˈḫʊɾb]? [ˈḫo ̞ɾәb]? 

(contrast to  
/ˈḥarb/ "sword") 

בחֹˈ רֶ  

[ˈħoːɾɛv] 
devastation.  

/ḫurˈbatu/ /ḫurˈbâ/ 
[xʊɾˈbɐː]? [xo̞ɾˈbɐː]? 

רְ  הˈחָ בָּ  

[ħɔɾˈbɔː] 
site of ruins.  

/ġurˈlatu/ /ġʊrˈlâ/ 
[ɣuɾˈlɐː]? [ɣo̞ɾˈlɐː]? 

רְ  הˈעָ לָ  

[ʕɔɾˈlɔː] 
foreskin.  

/ˈtuʾru/ /ˈtuʾr/ (/EBHP?/) >  
/ˈtūr/ (/EBHP?/) 

רתֹּˈ אַ  
[ˈtɔːʔaɾ] 

form 

 /roots /ˈʾunyu/ /ˈʾuny ל״י
[ˈʔʊny]? [ˈʔʊnĭy]? 

יˈאֳ  נִ  

[ʔɔˈniː] 
fleet.  

/ʾuniˈyatu/ /ʾuniˈyâ/ 
[ʔunɪiˈyɐː] 

נִ  הˈאֳ יָּ   

[ʔɔ̆niyˈyɔː] 
ship 

/ˈḥulyu/ 

/ˈḥuly/  
[ˈħʊly]? [ˈħʊlĭy]? 

יˈחֳ  לִ  

[ħɔ̆ˈliː] 

(pausal ˈֹיח לִ  

[ˈħoːliː]) 

illness.  

/ˈyupyu/ 

/ˈyupy/ 
[ˈyʊpy]? [ˈyʊpĭy]? 

פִ  ייֳ * 

[yɔ̆ˈpiː] 

(pausal  ֺˈ ֹיי פִ  

[ˈyoːpiː]) 

Beauty.  
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]9  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

/ˈcunyu/ 

/ˈcuny/ 
[ˈʕʊny]? [ˈʕʊnĭy]? 

יˈעֳ  נִ   

[ʕɔ̆ˈniː] 

(pausal יעֹˈ ֺ נִ  

[ˈʕoːniː]) 

affliction.  

/ˈruʾyu/ 
/ˈruʾy/ 

[ˈɾʊʔy]? [ˈɾʊʔĭy]? 
יˈרֳ  אִ  

[ɾɔ̆̍ ʔiː] 

sight, appearance. 
Follows the pattern of  
*qiʾl >* qệl > qʾệl 

*qitl > qtal /ˈdibšu/ /ˈdibš/ 
[ˈdɪbʃ]? [ˈdɪbәʃ]? 

שˈדְּ  ׁ◌ בַ  

[dәˈvɐːʃ] 
honey.  

*qatl > qtal /ˈsabku/ /ˈsabk/ 
[ˈsɐbk]? [ˈsɐbәk]? 

בַךְ ˈסְ  * 
[sәvˈɐːx] 

thicket 

*qatal > qtal 

/ʾạˈgamu/ 
/ʾạˈgam/ 
[ʔɐˈgɐm] 

גַםˈאֲ   
[ʔɐ̆ˈgaːm] 

(plural אֲגַˈמִּים 
[ʔɐ̆ˈgaːmˈmiːm]) 

marsh 

/hạˈdasu/ /hạˈdas/ 

דַסˈהֲ   
[hɐ̆ˈdɐːs] 

(fem.  ַסָּהˈהֲד  
[hɐ̆dɐːsˈsɔː]) 

myrtle 

/zạˈmanu/?  
/zịˈmanu/? 

/zạˈman/? 
/zịˈman/? 

מַןˈזְ  * 
[zәˈmɐːn] 

time, season.  

/ḥạˈšašu/ /ḥạˈšaš/ 
שֺשַ ֺ̍חֲ   

[ħɐ̆ˈʃɐːʃ] 
chaff 

/ḥạˈtatu/ /ḥạˈtat/ 
תַתˈחֲ   

[ħɐ̆ˈθɐːθ] 
terror 

*qitāl > qtal 
/sịˈtāwu/19 

/sịˈtāw/ 
[siˈtaːw] 

20תָוˈסְ   
[sәˈθɔːw] 

winter 

*qiʾl > * qệl 
> qʾệl  

For the [EBHP] pronunciation of these forms see - *qiʾl >* qệl > qʾệl. 
/ˈbiʾru/ /ˈbiʾr/ [ˈbɪʔɾ]? [ˈbɪʔӗɾ]? 

(pl. /bịʾaˈrōt/21 [bɪʔɐˈɾoːt])  
/ˌbêr/ [ˌbẹːɾ] 

רˈבְּ  אֵ  

[bәˈʔẹːɾ] 
well 

/ˈziʾbu/ /ˈziʾb/ [ˈzɪʔb]? [ˈzɪʔӗb]? 
(pl. /ziʾaˈbīm/ [zɪʔɐˈbiːm]) 

/ˌzêb/ [ˌzẹːb] 

בˈזְ  אֵ  

[zәˈʔẹːv] 
wolf 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]9  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

/ˈkiʾbu/ /ˈkiʾb/ [ˈkɪʔb]? [ˈkɪʔӗb]? 
/ˌkêb/ [ˌkẹːb] 

בˈכְּ  אֵ  

[kәˈʔẹːv] 
pain 

/kaliˈmatu/ 
/kạliˈmâ/ 

לִ  הˈכְּ מָּ  

[kәlimˈmɔː] 
embarrassment 

/ˈpiʾru/ /ˈpiʾr/ [ˈpɪʔɾ]? [ˈpɪʔӗɾ]? 

(pl. /piʾaˈrīm/ [pɪʔɐˈɾiːm])  
/ˌpêr/ [ˌpẹːɾ]  

רˈפְּ  אֵ  

[pәˈʔẹːɾ] 
glory 

/qahiˈlatu/ 
/qạhiˈlâ/ 

הִ  הˈקְ לָּ  

[kˁәhilˈlɔː] 
assembly 

/ˈriʾmu/ /ˈriʾm/ [ˈɾɪʔm]? [ˈɾɪʔӗm]?  
(pl. /riʾaˈmīm/ [ɾɪʔɐˈmiːm]) 

/ˌrêm/ [ˌɾẹːm] 

םˈרְ  אֵ  

[ɾәˈʔẹːm] 
auroch 

/ˈšiʾru/ /ˈšiʾr/ [ˈʃɪʔɾ]? [ˈʃɪʔӗɾ]? 
/ˌšêr/ [ˌʃẹːɾ] 

רˈֺשְ  אֵ  

[ʃәˈʔẹːɾ] 
flesh 

/šiʾˈlatu/ /šiʾˈlâ/ [ʃɪʔˈlɐː] 
/šêˌlat/ [ʃêˌlɐt] 

אֵ  הˈשְׁ לָ  

[ʃәʔẹːˈlɔː] 
question (noun) 

/tiʾˈnatu/ /tiʾˈnâ/ [tɪʔˈnɐː] 
(pl. /tiʾaˈnīm/ [tɪʔɐˈniːm]) 

/têˌnat/ [têˌnɐt] 

אֵ  הˈתְּ נָ  

[tәʔẹːˈnɔː] 
fig 
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3. Nouns (including adjectives) based on Three Consonants having (in 
masc. sing.)Two Short Vowels in PH 

(note Differential impact of compensatory lengthening) 
Forms Reconstructed 

Development to PH 
(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]22  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

qatal 
(Tiberian 

לטָ קָ  ) 

/ʾaˈdamu/ 
/ʾaˈdaːm/ 
[ʔɐˈdaːm] 

םדׇ ˈאׇ   

[ʔɔːˈðɔːm] 
man 

/ʾaˈḥadu/ /ʾaˈḥaːd/ 
דחׇ ˈאֶ   

[ʔɛˈħɔːð] 
one (masc.) 

/ʾaˈḥadt/ >  
/ʾaˈḥat(t)/ 

/ʾaˈḥat(t)/ 
תˈאַ  חַ  

[ʔɐˈħɐːθ] 
one (fem.) 

/baˈśaru/ /baˈśaːr/ 
רשׇׂ ˈבׇּ   

[bɔːˈsɔːɾ] 
flesh 

/gaˈmalu/ 
(pl. /gạmaˈlῑma/ ) 

/gaˈmaːl/ 
(pl. /gạmaˈlῑm/ ) 

למׇ ˈגָּ   

[gɔːˈmɔːl] 

(pl.  ַמ יםˈגְּ לִּ  
[gәmɐlˈliːm]) 

camel 

/daˈbaru/ /daˈbaːr/ 

רˈדָּ  בָ  

[dɔːˈvɔːɾ] 

(pl.  ָב יםˈדְּ רִ  
[dәvɔːˈɾiːm]) 

word 

/daˈganu/ /daˈgaːn/ 
ןˈדָּ  גָ  

[dɔːˈɣɔːn] 
grain 

/ḥaˈdašu/ /ḥaˈdaːš/ 
שׁדׇ ˈחׇ   

[ħɔːˈðɔːʃ] 
new (m. s.) 

/ḥaˈkamu/ /ḥaˈkaːm/ 
םכׇ ˈחׇ   

[ħɔːˈxɔːm] 
wise 

/ḥaˈlabu/ /ḥaˈlaːb/ 
בˈחָ  לָ  

[ħɔːˈlɔːv] 
milk 

/kaˈzabu/ /kaˈzaːb/ 
בזׇ ˈכׇּ   

[kɔːˈzɔːv] 
false thing 

/laˈbanu/ /laˈbaːn/ 
ןˈלׇ  בָ  

[lɔːˈvɔːn] 
white 

/nạbaˈlatu/ /nạbaˈlâ/  ׇב הלׇ ˈנְ  folly 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]22  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

[nәvɔːˈlɔː] 

/nạmaˈlatu/ /nạmaˈlâ/ 
הלׇ ˈמָ נְ   

[nәmɔːˈlɔː] 
ant 

/nạqaˈmatu/ /nạqaˈmâ/ 
קָ  הˈנְ מָ  

[nәkˁɔːˈmɔː] 
revenge 

/qaˈṭanu/ 
(fem. /qạṭaˈnatu/) 

/qaˈṭaːn/ 
(fem. /qạṭaˈnâ/) 

ןטׇ ˈקׇ   

[kˁɔːˈtˁɔːn] 

(fem.  ַט הנׇּ ˈקְ  

[kˁәtˁɐnˈnɔː] 

small 

/ˈṣabaʾu/ > 
/ṣaˈbaʾu/ 

/ṣaˈbaːʾ/ 
אˈצָ  בָ  

[sˁɔːˈvɔː] 
army 

/ṣạdaˈqatu/ 
 (nominative, fs. 

absolute) 

/ṣạdaˈqâ/ 
[sˁɐdɐˈkˁɐː] 

דׇ  הקׇ צְ  

[sˁәðɔːˈkˁɔː] 
righteousness 

/ṣadạˈqōtu/ 
(nominative, fp. 

absolute) 

/ṣạdaˈqōt/ 
[sˁɐdɐˈkˁoːt] 

 
קוֹתˈצְדָ   

 [sˁәðˈkˁoːθ]) 
acts of redemption 

/ṣạdaˌqat/ 
(fs. construct) 

/ṣạdạˌqat/ 
קַתˌצִדְ   

 [sˁiðˌkˁɐθ]) 
righteousness of 

(fp. construct) /ṣạdạˌqōt/ 
 
קוֹתˌצִדְ   

 [sˁiðˌkˁoːθ]) 
acts of redemption of 

ṣaˈmaʾu /ṣaˈmaːʾ/ 
אˈצָ  מָ  

[sˁɔːˈmɔː] 
thirst 

/qạlaˈlatu/ 
(constr. /qalạˌlat/) 

/qạlaˈlâ/ 
(constr. /qalạˌlat/) 

לָ  הˈקְ לָ  

[kˁәlɔːˈlɔː] 

(constr.  ְל תˌקִ לַ  

[kˁilˌlɐːθ]) 

curse 

/raˈģabu/ /raˈģaːb/ 
בˈרָ  עָ  

[ɾɔːˈcɔːb] 
hunger 

/śaˈbacu/ /śaˈbːac/ 
עˈשׇֹ  בָ  

[sɔːˈvɔːʕ] 
satiation 

qatil /ʾaˈminu/ /ʾaˈmeːn/  ׇןˈא מֵ  surely, amen 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]22  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

(Tiberian 
טֵלקָ  ) 

[ʔɐˈmẹːn] [ʔɔːˈmẹːn] 

/ʾaˈmint/ > 
/ʾaˈmit(t)/ 

/ʾaˈmit(t)/ 
תˈאֱ  מֶ  

[ʔɛ̆ˈmɛːθ] 
truth 

/bạhiˈmatu/ 
/bạhiˈmâ/ 

[bɐhiˈmɐː]? 
[bɐhɛˈmɐː]? 

הֵ  הˈבְּ מָ  

[bәhẹːˈmɔː] 
beast  

/bạriˈkâ/ /bạriˈkâ/ 
רֵ  הˈבְּ כָ  

[bәrẹːˈxɔː] 
pool 

/zaˈqinu/ /zaˈqeːn/ 
ןˈזָ  קֵ  

[zɔːˈkˁẹːn] 
elder 

/yaˈriku/ /yaˈreːk/ 
�ˈיָ   רֵ

[yɔːˈɾẹːx] 
thigh 

/kaˈtipu/ /kaˈteːp/ 
ףˈכָּ  תֵ  

[kɔːˈθẹːf] 
shoulder 

/lạbiˈnatu/ /lạbiˈnâ/ 
בֵ  הˈלְ נָ  

[lәvẹːˈnɔː] 
brick 

/paˈliṭu/ /paˈleːṭ/ 
יטˈפָּ  לֵ * 

[pɔːˈlẹː tˁ] 
survivor 

/šạʾiˈlatu/ /šạʾiˈlâ/ 
אֵ  הˈֺשְ לָ  

 [ʃәʔẹːˈlɔː] 
question 

/šaˈkinu/ /šaˈkeːn/ 
ןֺשָ  כֵ  

[ʃɔːˈxẹːn] 
neighbor 

/šaˈlimu/ /šaˈleːm/ 
םˈֺשָ  לֵ  

[ʃɔːˈlẹːm] 
whole, complete 

/šạmiˈṭatu/ /šạmiˈṭâ/ 
הˈמִ שְ ֺ טָּ  

[ʃәmitˁˈtˁɔː] 
year of release 

qatul  
ʾạḫuˈzatu 

/ʾạḫuˈzâ/ 
[ʔɐxʊˈzɐː] 

חֻ  הˈאֲ זָּ  

[ʔɐ̆ḫuzˈzɔː] 

holding e.g. land 
holding 

gaˈbuhu 
/gaˈboːh/ 
[gɐˈboːh] 

הַּ בֺ ˈגָּ   

[gɔːˈvoːɐh] 
high 

gaˈdulu 
/gaˈdoːl/ 
[gɐˈdoːl] 

לוֹדˈגָּ   

[gɔːˈðoːl] 
big 

ḥạnuˈkatu /ḥạnuˈkâ/  ֻנ הˈחֲ כָּ  dedication 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]22  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

[ħɐnʊˈkɐː] [ħɐ̆nukˈkɔː] 

ṭaˈhuru /ṭaˈhoːɾ/ 
רוֹהˈטָ   

[tˁɔːˈhoːr] 
ritually clean 

caˈgulu /ʕaˈgoːl/ 
לוֹגˈעָ   

[ʕɔːˈɣoːl] 
round 

qaˈdušu /qaˈdoːš/ 
וֹשׁדˈקָ   

[kˁɔːˈðoːʃ] 
holy 

qạˈṭurtu 
/qạˈṭurt/ 
[kˁɐˈtˁʊɾt] 

תטֺˈקְ  רֶ  

[kˁәˈtˁoːɾɛθ] 
incense 

qital 
(Tiberian 

טָלקֵ  ) 

/liˈbabu/ 
/liˈbaːb/ 
[lɪˈbaːb] 

בˈלֵ  בָ  

[lẹːˈvɔːv] 
heart 

/niˈkaru/ /niˈkaːr/ 
רˈנֵ  כָ  

[nẹːˈxɔːɾ] 
foreigner 

/ġiˈnabu/ 
/ġiˈnaːb/ 

[ɣɪˈnaːb]? 
[ɣɛˈnaːb]? 

בˈעֵ  נָ  

[ʕẹːˈxɔːv] 
grape.  

/ṣiˈlacu/ 
/ṣiˈlaːc/ 

[sˁɪˈlaːʕ]? [sˁɛˈlaːʕ]? 

עˈצֵ  לָ  

[sˁẹːˈlɔːʕ] 
rib.  

/šiˈkaru/ 
/šiˈkaːr/ 
[ʃɪˈkaːɾ]? 
[ʃɛˈkaːɾ]? 

רˈֺשֵ  כָ  

[ʃẹːˈxɔːɾ] 
strong drink – beer?  

qutal 
(Tiberian 

לקֻ  טָּ ) 
/šuˈcalu/ 

/šuˈcaːl/ 
[ʃʊˈʕaːl] 

לˈוֺּש עָ  

[ʃuːˈʕɔːl] 
fox 

qutul 
(Tiberian 

טלֺקְ  ) 

/bụˈkuru/ 
/bụˈkoːr/ 

[bʊkoːɾ]? [bo̞koːɾ]?23 
כרֹˈבְּ   

[bәˈxoːɾ] 
first-born son 

/kụˈtuntu/ 
/kụˈtunt/ 
[kʊˈtʊnt] 

תתֺּˈכֻּ  נֶ  a garment 

/lụˈʾumu/ 
/lụˈʾoːm/ 
[lʊˈʔoːm] 

אֹםˈלְ   

[lәˈʔoːm] 

(pl.  ֻא יםˈלְ מִּ  

[lәʔumˈmiːm]) 

nation 

/nụˈḥuštu/ /nụˈḥušt/  ְתחֺ ˈנ שֶ  copper, bronze.  
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]22  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

(possibly  
/nạˈḥuštu/)24 

(possibly  
/nạˈħušt/) 

[nәˈħoːʃɛθ] 

/nụˈcurtu/ /nụˈcurt/ 
תעֺˈנְ  רֶ  

[nәˈcoːɾɛθ] 
tow 

/suguˈlatu/ /suguˈlâ/ 
לָּהˈסְגֻ   

[sәɣulˈlɔː] 
personal property 

/sụˈdumu/ /sụˈdoːm/ 
דםֺˈסְ   

[sәˈðoːm] 
Sodom  

/qụˈṭurtu/ /qụˈṭurt/ 
תטֹˈקְ  רֶ  

[qәˈtˁoːɾɛθ] 
incense, smoke 

/šuˈbultu/ /šuˈbult/ 
תבֺּˈֺשִ  לֶ  

[ʃibˈboːlɛθ] 
ear of grain 

 

 

4. Nouns (including adjectives) based on Three Consonants having (in ms.) 

having Short First and Historically Long Second Vowel in EBHP 

Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]25  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

qatāl 
(Tiberian 

טוֹלקָ  ) 
/ʾaˈtōnu/ 

/ʾaˈtōn/ 
[ʔɐˈtoːn] 

ןוֹתˈאָ   

[ʔɔːˈθoːn] 
she-ass 

 
/gaˈrōnu/ /gaˈrōn/ 

ןוֹרˈגָּ   

[gɔːˈɾoːn] 
throat 

 
/kaˈbōdu/ /kaˈbōd/ 

דוֹבˈכָּ   

[kɔːˈvoːð] 
honor 

 
/laˈšōnu/ /laˈšōn/ 

ןשׁוֹˈלׇ   

[lɔːˈʃoːn] 
tongue 

 
/caˈrōdu/ /caˈrōd/ 

רוֹדˈעָ   

[cɔːˈɾoːð] 
wild ass 

 /šaˈlōmu/ /šaˈlōm/  ׇׁםוֹלˈש  peace 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]25  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

[ʃɔːˈloːm] 

 
/šaˈlōšu/ /šaˈlōš/ 

וֹשׁלˈשׇׁ   

[ʃɔːˈloːʃ] 
three 

qatῑl 
(Tiberian 

לטִיקׇ  ) 

/ḥaˈsῑdu/ 
/ḥaˈsῑd/ 
[ħɐˈsiːd] 

ידˈחָ  סִ  

[ħɔːˈsiːð] 
faithful 

/yaˈmῑnu/ /yaˈmῑn/ 
יןˈיָ  מִ  

[yɔːˈmiːn] 
right 

/laˈbῑʾu/ 
/laˈbῑʾ/ [lɐˈbiːʔ] (/EBHP?/)  > 

/laˈbῑ/ [lɐˈbiː] (/EBHP?/) 
יאˈלָ  בִ  

[lɔːˈviː] 
lion.  

/maˈšῑḥu/ /maˈšῑḥ/ 
ַ� ֺˈמָ  י שִ  

[mɔːˈʃiːɐħ] 
anointed 

/naˈbῑʾu/ 
/naˈbῑʾ/[nɐˈbiːʔ] (/EBHP?/)  

>  
/naˈbῑ/ [nɐˈbiː] (/EBHP?/) 

יאˈנָ  בִ  

[nɔːˈviː] 
prophet.  

/sạlῑˈḫatu/ 
/sạlῑˈḫâ/ 
[sɐliːˈxɐː] 

י לִ הˈסְ חָ  

[sәliːˈħɔː] 
forgiveness 

/ṣaˈġῑru/ 
/ṣaˈġῑr/ 
[sˁɐˈɣiːɾ] 

ירˈצָ  עִ  

[sˁɔːˈciːɾ] 
young, small 

/qaˈṣῑru/ 
/qaˈṣῑr/ 

[kˁɐˈsˁiːɾ] 

ירˈקָ  צִ  

[kˁɔːˈsˁiːɾ] 
harvest crops 

qatῑl 
(Tiberian 

לטִיקְ  )26 

/ʾạˈwῑlu/ 
/ʾạˈwῑl/ 
[ʔɐˈwiːl] 

ילˈאֱ  וִ  

[ʔɛ̆ˈwiːl] 
foolish 

/ʾạˈlῑlu/ 
/ʾạˈlῑl/ 

[ʔɐˈliːl] 

ילˈאֱ  לִ  

[ʔɛ̆ˈliːl] 
insignificant 

/bạˈdῑlu/ 
/bạˈdῑl/ 
[bɐˈdiːl] 

ילˈבְּ  דִ  

[bәˈdiːl] 
tin (metal) 

/bạˈrῑḥu/ 
/bạˈrῑḥ/ 
[bɐˈɾiːħ] 

יˈבְּ  חַ רִ  

[bәˈɾiːɐħ] 
bolt, bar 

/gạˈbῑru/ 
/gạˈbῑr/ 
[gɐˈbiːɾ] 

ירˈגְּ  בִ  

[gәˈviːɾ] 
lord/master 

/dạˈbῑru/ 
/dạˈbῑr/ 
[dɐˈbiːɾ] 

יר◌ְ ˈדּ בִ  

[dәˈviːɾ] 
Holy-of-holies 

/kạˈsῑlu/ /kạˈsῑl/  ְּילˈכ סִ  fool, crazy 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]25  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

[kɐˈsiːl] [kәˈsiːl] 

/kạˈpῑru/ 
/kạˈpῑr/ 
[kɐˈpiːɾ] 

ירˈכְּ  פִ  

[kәˈfiːɾ] 
half-grown lion 

/mạˈḫῑru/ 
/mạˈḫῑr/ 
[mɐˈxiːɾ] 

ירˈמְ  חִ  

[mәˈħiːɾ] 
price 

qatūl 
(Tiberian 

לוּטקׇ  ) 

/bạtūˈlatu/ 
/bạtūˈlâ/ 

[bɐtuːˈlɐː] 
ת הˈוּבְּ לָ  

[bәθuːˈlɔː] 
virgin 

/gạbūˈratu/ 
/gạbūˈrâ/ 

[gɐbuːˈɾɐː] 
ב הˈוּגְּ רָ  

[gәvuːˈɾɔː] 
strength 

/cạˈṣūmu/ 
/cạˈṣūm/ 

[cɐˈsˁuːm] 
םוּצˈעָ   

[cɔːˈsˁuːm] 
strong 

/šạmūˈcatu/ 
/šạmūˈcâ/ 
[ʃɐmuːˈcɐː] 

מ הˈוֺּשְ עָ  

[ʃәmuːˈcɔː] 
report 

qitāl 
(Tiberian 

טוֹלקְ  ) 

/ʾịˈlōhu/ 
/ʾịˈlōh/ 

[ʔɪˈloːh]? [ʔɛˈloːh]? 

הַּ לוֹˈאֱ   

[ʔɛ̆ˈloːɐh] 
god 

/ḥịˈgōru/ 
/ḥịˈgōr/ 
[ħɪˈgoːr] 

גוֹרˈחֲ    

[ħɐ̆ˈɣoːr] 

(fem. גו הֹˈחֲ רָ  

[ħɐ̆ɣoːˈrɔː]) 

belt 

/ḥịˈmōru/ 
/ḥịˈmōr/ 
[ħɪˈmoːɾ] 

מוֹרˈחֲ   

[ħɐ̆ˈmoːɾ] 
donkey 

/zịˈrōcu/ 
/zịˈrōc/ 
[zɪˈɾoːc] 

עַ וֹרˈזְ   

[zәˈɾoːɐc] 
arm 

/ṣịˈrōru/ 
/ṣịˈrōr/ 

[sˁɪˈɾoːɾ] 
רוֹרˈצְ   

[sˁәˈɾoːɾ] 
bag 

/śịˈrōku/ 
/śịˈrōk/ 
[ɬɪˈɾoːk] 

רוֹ�ˈשְֺ   

[sәˈɾoːx] 
sandal lace 

qutāl 
(Tiberian 

לוֹטקְ  ) 

/ʾụˈnōšu/ 
/ʾụˈnōš/ 
[ʔŭ ˈnoːʃ] 

נוֹשˈאֱ   

[ʔɛ̆ˈnoːʃ] 
man 

/bụlōˈyῑma/ 
/bụlōˈyῑm/ 
[bʊlōˈyiːm] 

יוֹלˈבְּ   

[bәˈloːy]  

(plural ל יםˈוֹבְּ יִ  

[bәloːˈyiːm]) 

rags 
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 /buˈrāšu/ >  
/buˈrōšu/ 

/bụˈrōš/ 
[bʊˈɾoːʃ] 

וֹשׁרˈבְּ   

[bәˈɾoːʃ] 
juniper 

/lụbōˈnatu/ 
/lụbōˈnâ/ 
[lʊboːˈɐɔː] 

ב הˈוֹלְ נָ  

[lәvoːˈnɔː] 
frankincense 

/rụˈḥōbu/ 
/rụˈḥōb/ 
[ɾʊˈħoːb] 

בוֹ חˈרְ   

[ɾәˈħoːv] 
plaza 

qitōl 
(Tiberian 

לוֹטקְ  ) 

/ʾiˈzōru/? 
/ʾiˈzōr/? 

[ʔɪˈzoːɾ]? [ʔɛˈzoːɾ]? 

רוֹזˈאֵ   

[ʔẹːˈzoːɾ] 
loin cloth 

/ʾiˈpōdu/ 
/ʾiˈpōd/ 

[ʔɪˈpoːd]? [ʔɛˈpoːd]? 

דוֹפˈאֵ   

[ʔẹːˈfoːð] 
ephod.  

/ṣịˈrōru/ 
/ṣịˈrōr/ 

[sˁɪˈɾoːɾ] 

רוֹרˈצְ   

[sˁәˈɾoːɾ] 
bag 

/tịˈhōmu/ 
/tịˈhōm/ 
[tɪˈhoːm] 

םוֹהˈתְּ   

[tәˈhoːm] 
depths 

/tụʾōˈmῑma/ 
/tụʾōˈmῑm/ 

[tʊʔoːˈmiːm] 
א םי מִ ˈוֹתְּ  

[tәʔoːˈmiːm] 
twins 

qitūl 
(Tiberian 

לוּטקְ  ) 

/zịˈbūlu/ 
/zịˈbūl/ 
[zɪˈbuːl] 

בוּלˈזְ   

[zәˈvuːl] 
hill 

/zụˈbūbu/ 
/zụˈbūb/ 
[zʊˈbuːb] 

בוּבˈזְ   

[zәˈvuːv] 
flies 

qutῑl 
(Tiberian 

טִילקְ  ) 
/ḫụzˈzῑru/ 

/ḫụzˈzῑr/ 
[xʊˈziːɾ] 

ירˈחֲ  זִ  

[ħɐ̆ˈziːɾ] 
pig 

 קְטוּל
(originally 
prob. qitūl ) 

/kịˈlūbu/ 
/kịˈlūb/ 
[kɪˈluːb] 

לוּבˈכְּ   

[kәˈluːv] 
cage 

 קְטוּל
(originally 
prob. qutūl) 

/gụˈbūlu/ 
/gụˈbūl/ 
[gʊˈbuːl] 

בוּלˈגְּ   

[gәˈvuːl] 
border 

/lụˈbūšu/ 
/lụˈbūš/ 
[lʊˈbuːʃ] 

שׁבוּˈלְ   

[lәˈvuːʃ] 
 

clothing 

 



E-book Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play - Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience by David Steinberg 

21 

5. Nouns (including adjectives) based on Three Consonants having (in 
masc. sing.) Long First Short Second Vowel in PH 

Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]27  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

qōtal < 
qātal 
(Tiberian 

 (קוֹטָ לֹ

/cōˈlamu/ /cōˈlaːm/ 
[coːˈlaːm] 

םˈוֹע לָ  

[coːˈlɔːm] 

universe, eternity 

qōtal < 
qawtal 
(Tiberian 

 (קוֹטָ לֹ

/gawˈzalu/ 
 

/gawˈzaːl/ 
[gɐwˈzaːl]?  
[gɔ̝wˈzaːl]? 

 

לזׇ ˈוֹגּ  

[goːˈzɔːl] 

young bird.  

/gawˈralu/ /gawˈraːl/ 
[gɐwˈɾaːl]? 
[gɔ̝wˈɾaːl]? 

לˈוֹגּ רָ  

[goːˈɾɔːl] 

lot.  

/kawˈkabu/ /kawˈkaːb/ 
[kɐwˈkaːb]? 
[kɔ̝wˈkaːb]? 

בˈוֹכּ כָ  

[koːˈxɔːv] 

star.  

/šawˈparu/ /šawˈpaːr/ 
[ʃɐwˈpaːɾ]? [ʃɔw̝ˈpaːɾ]? 

רפׇ ˈשׁוֹ  

[ʃoːˈfɔːɾ] 

horn (used as a wind 
instrument).  

qōtil < qātil 
(Tiberian 

טֵל  qal (קֹ
a.p. 

/qāˈṭilu/ > /qōˈṭilu/ /qōˈṭeːl/ 
[kˁoːˈtˁẹːl] 

לˈקֹ טֵ  

[kˁoːˈtˁẹːl] 

killer/killing (ms.) - abs. 
form 

/qāṭilu/ > /qōṭilu/ 
> /qōˌṭil/ 

/qōˌṭil/ 
[kˁoːˌtˁɪl]? [qoːˌtˁɛl]? 

לˌקֹ טֵ  

[kˁoːˌtˁẹːl] 

killer of- (ms.) - cstr. form 

/qāˈṭiltu/ > 
/qōˈṭiltu/ 

/qōˈṭilt/ [qoːˈtˁɪlt] > 
/qōˈṭalt/ [kˁoːˈtˁɐlt] 

תטֶ ˈקֹ לֶ  

[kˁoːˈtˁɛːlɛθ] 

killer/killing (fs.) 

/qāṭiˈlῑma/ >  
/qōṭiˈlῑma/ 

/qōṭiˈlῑm/ 
[kˁoːtˁɪˈliːm] 

יםˈקֹטְ  לִ  

[kˁoːtˁәˈliːm] 

killer/killing (mp.) - abs. 
form 

/qōṭiˌlay/ /qōṭiˌlay/ 
[kˁoːtˁɪˌlɐy]? [kˁoːtˁɪˌlɛy]? 

יˌקֹטְ  לֵ  

[kˁoːtˁәˌlẹː] 

killers of- (ms.) - cstr. 
form.  

/qāṭiˈlātu/ > 
/qōṭiˈlōtu/ 

/qōṭiˈlōt/ 
[kˁoːtˁɪˈloːt] 

לוֹתˈקֹטְ   

[kˁoːtˁәˈloːθ] 

killers/killing (mp.) 

/yōˈšibu/ /yōˈšeːb/ 
[yoːˈʃẹːb] 

ביֺ̍  שֵ  

[yoːˈʃẹːv] 

sitter/sitting (ms.) 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]27  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

/yōšịˈbatu/ /yōšịˈbâ/ 
[yoːʃɪˈbaː] 

הˈישְֺ  בָ  

[yoːʃәˈvɔː] 

sitter/sitting (fs.) 

/yōˈšibtu/ /yōˈšibt/ [yoːˈʃɪbt] >  
/yōˈšabt/ [yoːˈʃɐbt] 

תשֶ ֺˈי בֶ  

[yoːˈʃɛːvɛθ] 

sitter/sitting fs.) 

/kōˈhinu/ /kōˈheːn/ 
[koːˈhẹːn] 

ןˈכֺּ  הֵ  

[koːˈhẹːn] 

priest 

/ġōˈribu/ /ġōˈreːb/ 
[ɣoːˈɾẹːb] 

בˈעֺ רֵ  

[ʕoːˈɾẹːv] 

raven 

/qōˈhiltu/ /qōˈhilt/ [kˁoːˈhɪlt] >  
/qōˈhalt/ [kˁoːˈhɐlt] 

תהֶ ˈקֺ לֶ  

[kˁoːˈhɛːlɛθ] 

Koheleth.  

/šōˈġiru/ /šōˈġeːr/  
[ʃoːˈɣẹːɾ] etc. 

רˈשׁוֹ עִ  

[ʃoːˈʕẹːɾ] 

gatekeeper 

qilê < *qilī 
(Tiberian 

לֶהקֵ   ) 

/miˈcῑma/ /miˈcῑm/ 
[mɪˈciːm]? [mɛˈciːm]? 

יםˈמֵ  עִ  

[mẹːˈciːm] 

intestines.  

/riˈḥaymi/ /riˈḥaym/ 
[ɾɪˈħɐym]? [ɾɛˈħɐym]? 

םחַ ˈרֵ  יִ  

[ɾẹːˈħɐyim] 

mill stone.  

/riˈcayu/ /riˈcay/ > /riˈcê/ 
[ɾɪˈcẹː]? [ɾɛcẹː]? 

הˈרֵ  עֶ  

[ɾẹːˈcɔː] 

friend.  

qalê  (root 
generally 

 (ל״א
(Tiberian 

לֶהקָ   ) 

/ḥaˈdiyu/ > 
/ḥaˈziyu/ 

/ḥaˈziyu/ > 
/ḥaˈzê/ [ħɐˈzẹː] 

הˈחָ  זֶ  

[ħɔːˈzɛː] 

chest 

/ṭaˈliyu/ /ṭaˈliy/ >  
/tˁaˈlê/ [tˁɐˈlẹː] 

הˈטָ  לֶ  

[tˁɔˈlɛː] 

lamb.  

/yaˈpiyu/28 /yaˈpê/ 
[yɐˈpẹː] 

הˈיָ  פֶ  

[yɔːˈfɛː] 

beautiful 

 /maˈnê/ 
[mɐˈnẹː] 

ה◌ׇ ˈמ נֶ  

[mɔːˈzɛː] 

mina – measuring unit 
for precious metals 

/naˈkiyu/ /naˈkê/ 
[nɐˈkẹː] 

הˈנָ  כֶ  

[nɔːˈxɛː] 

lame 

/qaˈnayu /29 /qaˈnê/ 
[kˁɐˈnẹː] 

הˈקָ  נֶ  

[kˁɔːˈnɛː] 

reed 

 /qaˈṣê/ 
[kˁɐˈsˁẹː] 

הˈקָ  צֶ  

[kˁɔːˈsˁɛː] 

extremity 

 /qaˈšê/  ָֺהˈֺק שֶ  hard 
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Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]27  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

[kˁɐˈʃẹː] [kˁɔːˈʃɛː] 

 /paˈnῑm/ 
[pɐˈniːm] 

יםˈֺפׇּ  נִ  

[pɔːˈniːm] 

face 

/śaˈdayu/30 

/śaˈdê/ 
[ɬɐˈdẹː] 

הˈֺשָֺ  דֶ  

[sɔːˈðɛː] 

open country, field 
General form 

 /śaˈday/ 
[ɬɐˈdɐy] 

יˈֺשָֺ  דַ  

[sɔːˈðɐy] 

open country, field Form 
used in archaizing poetry 

 /śadaˈyōtu/31 /śadaˈyōt/ > 
/śaˈdōt/ [ɬɐˈdoːt] 

דוֹתˈֺשָ   

[sɔːˈðoːθ] 

fields 

 

6. Nouns (including adjectives) based on Three Consonants having (in 
masc. sing.) Two Long Vowels in PH and EBHP 

Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]32  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

qῑtōl   
(Tiberian 

י לוֹטקִ ) 

/kῑˈdōru/ 
/kῑˈdōr/ 

[kiːˈdoːɾ] 
י דוֹרˈכִּ  

[kiːˈðoːɾ] 
uncertain meaning 

/nῑˈḫōḫu/ 
/nῑˈḫōḫ/ 
[niːˈxoːx] 

י חַ חֹˈנִ  

[kiːˈħoːɐħ] 
pleasantness 

/nῑˈṣōṣu/ 
/nῑˈṣōṣ/ 

[niːˈsˁoːsˁ] 
י צוֹץˈנִ  

[niːˈsˁoːsˁ] 
spark 

/ṣῑˈnōqu/ 
/ṣῑˈnōq/ 

[sˁiːˈnoːq] 
י קוֹנˈצִ  

[sˁiːˈnoːq] 
something bound up 

/qῑˈṭōru/ 
/qῑˈṭōr/ 

[kˁiːˈtˁoːɾ] 
י רוֹטˈקִ  

[kˁiːˈtˁoːɾ] 
smoke 

/tῑˈrōšu/ 
/tῑˈrōš/ 
[tiːˈɾoːʃ] 

י רוֹשˈתִּ  

[tiːˈɾoːʃ] 

must (=unfermented or 
fermenting grape juice) 
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7. Nouns (including adjectives) based on Three Consonants the Second of 
which is geminated having (in masc. sing.) Short First and Long Second 

Vowel 
(See discussion here) 

Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]33  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

 qattal   
(Tiberian 

 (קַטָּל

/dayˈya(ː)nu/ 
/dayˈyaːn/ 
[dɐyˈyɐːn] 

ןˈדַּ  יָּ  

[dɐyˈyɔːn] 
judge 

/ḫarˈra(ː)šu/ 
/ḫarˈraːš/ 
[xɐɾˈɾɐːʃ] 

שׁרָ ˈחָ   

[ħɔːˈɾɔːʃ] 
skilled workman 

/ganˈna(ː)bu / 
/ganˈnaːb/ 
[gɐnˈnɐːb] 

בˈגַּ  נָּ  

[gɐnˈnɔːv] 
thief 

/baqqa(ː)ˈratu/ 
/baqqaˈrâ/ 

[bɐkˁkˁɐˈɾɐː] 

קָּ  הˈבַּ רָ  

[bɐ ˁkˁɔːˈɾɔː] 
care 

qittil 
(Tiberian 

טֵּלקִ  ) 
Adjective of 

defect or 
infirmity 

/ʾilˈlimu/34 
/ʾilˈleːm/ 
[ʔɪlˈlẹːm] 

םˈאִ  לֵּ  

[ʔilˈlẹːm] 

dumb (= unable to 
speak) 

/gibˈbinu/ 
/gibˈbeːn/ 
[gɪbˈbẹːn] 

ןˈגִּ  בֵּ  

[gibˈbẹːn] 
hunchback 

/ḥirˈrišu/ 
/ḥirˈreːš/ 
[ħiɾˈɾẹːʃ] 

שˈחֵ  רֵֺ  

[ħẹːˈɾẹːʃ] 
deaf 

/ciwˈwiru/ 
(plural 

/ciwwiˈrῑma/)   

/ciwˈweːr/ [cɪwˈwẹːɾ] 
(pl. /ciwwi̍ rῑm/  
[cɪwwɪˈɾiːm])   

רˈעִ  וֵּ  

[ciwˈwẹːɾ]  

pl.  ְו יםˈעִ רִ  

[ciwˈɾiːm]) 

blind. 

/piqˈqiḥu/ 
/piqˈqeːḥ/ 
[pɪqˈqẹːħ] 

חַ קֵּ ˈפִּ   

[piqˈqẹːɐħ] 
seeing 

/ciqˈqišu/ 
/ciqˈqeːš/ 
[cɪqˈqẹːʃ] 

שˈעִ  קֵֺּ  

[ciqˈqẹːʃ] 
crooked 

qattil 
(Tiberian 

לקַטֵּ  ) 
/dabˈbiru/ 

/dabˈbeːr/ 
[dɐbˈbẹːɾ] 

רˈדַּ  בֵּ  

[dɐbˈbẹːɾ] 
infinitive construct of piel 

quttal 
(Tiberian 

טַּלקֻ  ) 
/sulˈlamu/ 

/sulˈlaːm/ 
[sʊlˈlaːm] 

םˈסֻ  לָּ  

[sulˈlɔːm] 
ladder 
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8. Prepositions, Negatives, Adverbs, etc. 

Forms Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]35  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 
(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

Preposition
s /baˌly/ 

/ˌbaly/ > /biˌly/ (/EBHP?/) 

[bɪˌly]? [bɪˌlĭy]? > 
/biˌlî/ (/EBHP?/) 

י לִ  בְּ
[bәˈliː] 

without.  

/balˈty/ 
/balˌty/ > /bilˌty/ (/EBHP?/)  

[bɪlˌty]? [bɪlˌtĭy]? > 
/bilˌtî/ (/EBHP?/) 

י לתִּ  בִּ
[biltiː] 

not.  

Interrogativ
es 

/ˈmah/ 
/ˈmah/ 
[mɐh] 

הˈ  מָ

[ˈmɔː] 
what? 

 
/ˈmiya/36 

/ˈmî/ 
[ˈmiː] 

יˈ  מִ

[ˈmiː] 
who? 

Negatives 
/ʾiya/37 

/ʾiy/ >  
/ˌʾî/ [ˌʔiː] 

י  אִ
[ʔiː] 

none 

Adverbs, 
conjunction
s, etc. 

 
Either /ˌcawd/ [ˌʕɔ̝wd] OR 
/cōd/ [ˌʕoːd] (assuming 
derivation /cād/ > /cōd/) 

 עוֹד

[ʕoːð] 

yet, more. 
See Tequ 

/cittã/ 
/ˌcitta(ː)/ 
[ˌʕɪttɐˑ] 

38 העַ  תָּ  [cɐtˈtɔː] 

 (pausal ˈ ָהע תָּ  

[ˈʕɔːttɔː])39 

now 

/muʾd/ 

/ˌmuʾd/  
[ˌmʊʔd] 

> /ˌmuːd/ 
[ˌmuːd] 

אדֹˈמְ   

[mәˈʔoːð] 

much. Analogous to  
*qiʾl >* qệl > qʾệl. 
Will use [ˈmʊʾd] in abs. 
and [ˌmuːd] in constr. in 
[EBHP] transliterations 

Misc. 
/loː/40 

/ˌlô/ 
[ˌloː] 

אˈ  ל◌ׂ
[ˈloː] 

not 

/zoːt/41 
/ˈzuʾt/ > /ˈzôt/  

[ˈzoːt] 

אתˈ  ז◌ׂ
[ˈzoːθ] 

this fs. 

 
Note also  

Words ending in Geminated Final Consonents in EBHP 
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Wat quality were the Short Vowels in [EBHP]? 

Numerals in Pre-Exilic Hebrew 

The History of Some Word Forms in Hebrew 
 
Return to Table of Contents  
                                                   

1 I have drawn heavily on Beyer 1969. 

2 Cf. Classical and Modern Standard Arabic Haywood and Nahmad 1965 chapt. 9. 

3 Cf. Classical and Modern Standard Arabic Haywood and Nahmad 1965 chapt. 4. 

4 Cf. Classical and Modern Standard Arabic Haywood and Nahmad 1965 chapt. 5. 

5 See Blau 2010 §4.4.5.8. 

6 Note, in reconstructed [EBHP] transliterations and sound files -  

1.there is no spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants; 

2. .vowel qualities are outlined here; 

3. I use the most probable form. Where no one form stands out as most probable, I select the one closest 
to the MT vocalization. 

4. when multiple forms are possible, the form used is underlined. 

7 Blau 2010 §3.5.8.3. 

8 Blau 2010 §3.5.7.1.9. 

9 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants 

10 See Bergsträsser  §17q; Blau 2010 §1.17.5; 3.5.12.2.9n. 

11 Blau 2010 §1.19.4. 

12 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.3. 

13 See Blau 2010 §3.5.4.8. 

14 See Blau 2010 §3.5.4.8. 

15 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.3. 

16 See Bergsträsser  §17q; Blau 2010 §1.17.5. 

17 The pausal form reflects the stress pattern in BHA phase 3. 

18 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.3. 

19 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.1. 
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20 Aramaic form brought into Hebrew in the post-exilic period. 

21 Beyer 1969 p. 65. 

22 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants 

23 Form with o̞ preferred due to affect of vowel harmony. 

24 Manuel 1995 p. 127 note 338. 

25 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants 

26 See Joϋon-Muraoka 1991 § 88g. 

27 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants 

28 Blau 2010 §3.4.5.8. 

29 Blau 2010 §4.4.6.10. 

30 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.2. 

31 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.3. 

32 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants 

33 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants 

34 See Huehnergard 1992 pp. 223. 

35 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants 

36 "Perhaps miya ; contra TH mî  (<< miya, Segert 1976 § 51.52 cf. Harris A Grammar of the Phoenician 
Language 1936 §16.3). As with ʾy ... normalization of the Standard Phoenician pronoun is uncertain. Garr 
suggests miya or mî .... The form also appears in Amarna Canaanite, mi-ya... in which the first vowel may be long 
(i.e. mîya...). It is possible, therefore, that the Standard Phoenician form could even be mîy. Manuel 1995 p. 124-
125 note 310. 

37 "Perhaps ʾiya ; contra TH ʾî. The Standard Phoenician form (ʾy) may originally have been an interrogative, as in 
Ugaritic iy 'where' (Segert 1976 § 55.82), but the status of the vowel(s) is uncertain. The ugaritic form seems to 
show heterogeneous diphthong contraction (=ʾēyē, so Gordon 1965 §12.4) despite gemination of the semivowel 
(Segert 1976 § 55.5). If the Standard Phoenician adverb is related, then both its vowels may already be long, 
which would account for the continued presence of the final phoneme after short vowel apocope."  Manuel 1995 
p. 124 note 308. 

38 Blau 2010 §3.5.12.2.12n. 

39 The pausal form reflects the stress pattern in BHA phase 3 - see Blau 1972 p. 85. 

40 But see Andersen 1999 p. 6. 
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41 But see Andersen 1999 pp. 6-8. 


