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The Case System of Profo-Hebrew

As illustrated elsewhere, PH originally had a system of case endings similar to that of

Classical Arabic2. As in Classical Arabic, attached pronominal suffixes, if any, followed
the case endings. For the noun forms in the singular, feminine singular this consisted of a

system of three cases?® (nominative - suffix « (constr. ¥ > @ during PH period); accusative -

suffix a (constr. @ > @ during PH period); genitive - suffix / (constr. / > @ during PH period)).

Nouns in the dual, masculine plural and feminine plural all had two cases#* -

dual - nominative - suffix d.m/ (constr. and before pronominal suffix a.); oblique (= accusative

plus genitive) - suffix gym/ (constr. and before pronominal suffix gy);

masculine plural - nominative - suffix d.ma (constr. and before pronominal suffix ¢ ); oblique -

suffix /ma (constr. and before pronominal suffix /'); and,

feminine plural - nominative - suffix d.fu (constr. and before pronominal suffix 0.7); oblique -

suffix d:#/ (constr. and before pronominal suffix o:7).5

At some time, presumably related to the drastic reduction in the use of the dual and the decline of the
case system in late BHA phase 2, the oblique ending (Zma > /-m ) became the single suffix for
mp. absolute nouns and the dual oblique construct (ay) became the single suffix for mp.

construct nouns.

For this reason, in the following table, | will use the general approach in PH

reconstructions of showing, where possible, the PH vocalization that developed into the

BH form. Thus, for PH reconstructions | will -

= jllustrate noun forms in masculine singular, feminine singular, and feminine
plural in the nominative case;

= jllustrate masculine plural and dual construct noun forms in the oblique case;
and,

= jllustrate masculine plural absolute noun forms in the oblique case.
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1. Nouns (including adjectives) based on 7wo Consonants

(forms with long (doubled) second consonant follow this link)

Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHPI (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
gala:fs. /a'matu/ ra'ma/ 'K female servant, slave-
of - [7e'me:] [70:'mo] wife
ga.l /$a'patu/ /$a'pal no'y lip, language
[te:'pe:] [so:'for]
/$a'natu/ /8a'na/ 'y year
[fe'ne:] [or'no:]
qil Iilu/ el o' god - abs. form
(Tiberian [7e:] [7e:l]
Ry /il Fill o, god of- cstr. form.
[ 70]2 [ 2el]? [ 7¢]
I'binu/ I'be:n/ 12 son - abs. form.
['be:n] [be:n]
/,bin/ /,bin/ 12713, son of- cstr. form.
[bin]? [ben]? [bin], [ben]
I'bintu/ > /'bittu/ ['batt/ na® daughter
['bett] ['be:6]
['le:su/? [le:s/ Y?' mocker
[le:s] [le:s’]
Iidu/ I'ee:d/ v witness - abs. form
[Se:d] [Te:0]
/cid/ /cid/ T, witness of- cstr. form.
[S1d]? [Sed]? [Se:0]
['isu/ [e:s/ YV tree - abs. form
[Te:sT] [Te:sT]
[eis/ /cis/ T, tree of- cstr. form.
[ 152 [Ses]? [Se:s']
['ric/ %) companion.
['r1S]? [reS]? [re:.ef]
/'Simu/ I'Ssexm/ oY’ name - abs. form
[Je:m] [Je:m]
/ Sim/ / Sim/ DY, name of- cstr. form
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHPI (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
[Jim] or [Jem] [Je:m]
['Situ/ I'Se:t/ ny' base, foundation - abs.
[fe:t] [Je:6] form
1 8it/ 1 8it/ ny, base of- cstr. form
[fit]? [fet]? [Je:6]
/'gisatu/ > I'gist/ nyy’ approaching (inf. cstr.
['gistu/ ['g1t]? [g1fat]? ['ge:je6] qal of va1).
/di'catu/ /di'ca/ ny'T knowledge (qgal verbal
[dr'fe:]? [deSe:]? [de:'fo1] noun yT).
['dicatu/ > /'dictu/ ['dict/ nyT’ knowledge (inf. cstr. gal
[d1/eSt])? ['di/eSat]? ['de:Ted] oryT).
[zi'catu/ [zi'<a/ ny'T sweat (qgal verbal noun
[zTCe:]? [zE'Se:]? [ze:501] vr).
/hi'matu/ /hi'ma/ nnn heat, anger.
[Ar'me:]? [he'me:]? [hermo]
['tactu/ I'tact/ nyo' planting (inf. cstr. gal of
[test]? [teSat]? [te:(ed] o1 ).
['lidatu/ > /li'datu/ /li'da/ nT'? giving birth (gal verbal
[Ir'de:]? [le'de:]? [le:'6o:] noun 75).
['lidatu/ > /lidtu/ I'idt/ n72’ giving birth (inf. cstr. gal
[lzdt]? [Izdet]? ['e:6€6] of 757).
['likatu/ > /'liktu/ I'ikt/ na?y’ going (inf cstr. gal of
[11kt]? [1zkat]? [le:xe8] 257).
/mi”atu/ /mi~a/ nx”n hundred.
[mr'?7e:]? [me'?e:]? [me:"7:]
['sactu/ ['sact/ nyo’ breaking camp, travelling
['sest]? ['seSat]? ['se:Ted] (inf. cstr. gal of yo3).
[ei'datu/ [ei'da/ nTy community.
[S1'de:]? [Se'de:]? [ferdo]
Jei'satu/ Jei'sa/ ny'y plan.
[S1's°e:]? [Se's"e:]? [fer's™a]
Ipi*atu/ Ipi°al nx'D edge.
[pr'7e:]? [pe7e:]? [pe:"701]
['si'tu/ ['si’t/ ['s'1?t] (EBHP?) > nRY' going out (inf. cstr. gal of

4
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHP]8 (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)

['sét/ ['s‘e:t] (EBHP?) ['s’e:0] x¥). See ‘g1 >*qgél >
q'él Will use [sT in
abs. and [s'e:t] in constr.
in [EBHP] transliterations

['qistu/ I'qist/ nyp' bow.
[KIf]? [k°1fat]? [k'e:[e6]
['ridtu/ [ridt/ nTY going down (inf. cstr. gal
['rzdt]? ['rzdet]? ['re: e8] of T1).
['Sibtu/ I'Sibt/ ny' sitting (inf. cstr. qal of
[ftbt]? [fibot]? [e:ved] 107,
/Si'natu/ /8i'na/ nay sleep (gal verbal noun
[r'ne:]? [€'ne:]? [Jerno] wn).
fti'batu/ Iti'ba/ nm ark.
[tr'be:]? [te'be:]? [ter'vo:]
qul I'turu/ ['tor/ iR’ dove
['to:r] [tour]
qgall (list) I'hayyu/ I'nayy/ n alive
[hetyy] [he:y]
(f) /hay'yatu/ /hay'ya/ n'n wild animal
[hey'ye:] [hey'yo:]
qill (list) [Mimmu/ [“imm/ DX’ mother
[“Tmm] [e:m]
qull (list) 'hugqu/ I'hugg/ P law
[huk'k'] [ho:k’]
(r) /huqg'gatu/ /huqg'qa/ np'n law, decree
[huk™ko:]
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masc. sing.) One (phonemic) Vowe/ in EBHP

2. Nouns (including adjectives) based on 7Aree Consonants having (in

Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHP]® (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
qat/ I'malku/ I'malk/ @51 y
ing.
[melk]? ['melok]? [me:lex] J
v I'bintu/ . daughter.
['bitt/ na ] ]
T (Shift “7bit(t)/ > /bat/ due
['brtt] ['beb] o
B fo Philippi's law)
ayin- I'lahbu/ /'ahb/ a2
- — flame.
gutteral [lehb]? [lehéb]? [le:hav]
roots ['lahmu/ I'lahm/ o
. B bread.
[lehm]? [lehem]? [le:hem]
/'nahlu/ I'nahl/ 5
- - wadi.
['nexI]? ['nexel]? ['ne:hel]
I'naclu/ /'nacl/ 5 vt shoe. Will use [neel] in
['nesl]? ['neSel]? ['ne:Sel] [EBHPJ transliterations
['nacru/ ['nacr/ 9
— youth (noun).
['nesr]? ['nefer]? [ne:fer]
'pahdu/ ['pahd/ T8
. trembling.
[pexd]? [pexed]? [pe:hed]
/'rahmu/ /'rahm/ ona
= o womb.
[rehm]? [rehém]? [re:hem]
I'6agru/ I'sagr/ Y
. o gate.
[feyr]? [Jeyer]? [fe:Sar]
X" roots /'gab’u/ ['gab’/ N
. . o pond.
['geb?]? ['geba?]? [geve:]
[tan’u/ ['tan’/
N1V
[ten?]? [t'ena?]? o vase.
[t'eine]
[tene]?
I'par’u/ I'par’/ -
['per?? ['pera?]? wild ass.
[pe:re:]
['pere:]?
5 roots’® I'gadyu/ > /'gady/ Y3 kid.
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
/'gadyu/1" ['gedy]? ['gediy]? [ge'di]
I'kalyu/ I'kaly/ "5 2lkelli:]
5 ’ tool, vessel.
[kely]? [keliy]? (pausal ’.’7_:3 [ke:li])
/kila'yima/12 /kila'yim/ (EBHP?/) > Y3
. tools.
/Ki'im/ (JEBHP?/) [ke:'lizm]
Iahyu/ I'ahy/ * M5 [le'hi]
. ' jaw bone.
['lehy]? ['lehiy]? (pausal * I'f? [le:hi])
['patyu/ ['paty/ iy .
. o T naive young man.
['pety]? [petiy]? ['pe:6i]
1"V roots ["awnu/
B I°awn/ By :
(conson- - wickedness - abs. form
[Tewn] ["79:wen]
antal 1)
[awn/ / awn/ IR, wickedness of- cstr.
[[7ewn]? [ 7own]? [[70:n] form.
/'mawtu/ “nm'
I'mawt/ [mewt] death - abs. form
[mo:weB]
/ mawt/ / mawt/ nin,
death of- cstr. form
[mewt]? [ mowt]? [mo:6]
['cawlu/ ['cawl/ oY S
o injustice - abs. form
[Tewl] [Torwel]
[caw'latu/ [caw'la/
N2y S
[Few'le:] ) injustice
[Few'lo:]
['tawku/ I'tawk/ nn
. midst - abs. form
[tewk] [to:wex]
/ tawk/ / tawk/ in, ,
' midst of- cs#r. form.
[tewk]? [t owk]? [to:x]
"V roofts ['baytu/ ['bayt/ nhn'
. . house - gbs. form
(consonant ['beyt] [be:yif]
al) / bayt/ / bayt/ na,
house of- cstr. form.
[beyt]? [ beyt]? [be:6]
/baya'fima/1s /baya'fim/ (fEBHP?/) > ona
houses
/bat'tim/ (/EBHP?/) [bo:t'tiim]
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHP]® (c. 850 BCE)
(up to ¢. 1000 BCE)_ (c. 850-550 BCE)
Fzaytul Fzayt mr olive - abs. form
[zeyt] [zewyiB]
[ zayt/ [ zayt/ nT, )
[zeyt]? [zeyi? [26:6] olive of- cstr. form.
['saydu/ ['sayd/ my game (hunting) - abs.
['s"eyd] [s"e.yid] form
/ sayd/ [/ sayd/ ™Y, game (hunting) of- cstr.
[s'eyd]? [s'eyd]? [s'e:d] form.
feay datuf feaydal T food for a journey.
[s'ey'da:]? [s'ey'da:]? [s'e:'00o:]
qit/ ['sitru/ I'sitr/ 0o
[stt? [sttor]? 'se:6er] secret.
[sit'ratu/ [sit'ra/ nano .
[sttre] (s8] protection.
) roots’6 ['pisyu/ _ ¥
= ['hisy/ :
NB. See U [ha's"i] half.
Tequ here Dasy]? [xasTy]? (pausal * X N['he:s"i:])17
['miryu/ ' N
Fmiryf lpa] contentiousness.
[m1ry]? [mrriy]? (pausal * 73
['pe:ri])
['piryu/ *h8
['piry/ [pa'ri:] )
[puy]? [prriy]? (pausal* it
['pe:ri])
[pira'yotu/ fruits. Analogous to
qi1>*qél > gél.
Ipira'yot/ (JEBHP?/) > niva Will use [pere’yo.t] in
/pi'rot/ (JEBHP?/)18 [pe:'ro:0] abs. and [pe ro:t] in
constr. in [EBHP]
fransliterations
['sibyu/ Tax
I'siby/ "
[STby]? [S'Tbiy]? [s"a'vi] ornament, splendor.
- (pausal * 2%
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHP]? (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
['s'e:vir])
['zabyu/ > ['saby/ vAax
. . ) gazelle.
['sabyu/ ['seby]? ['s'ebiy]? [sTa'vii]
['Sibyu/ =3
['Siby/ [fo'vi:] o
- . captivity.
[fiby]? [frbiy]? (pausal * 3
[fe:vii])
qut/ I'bu’su/ /'bu’$/ (JEBHP?/) > wR' 2
- ' stench
/'b6S/ (JEBHP?/) [ba"70:)]
I'qudiu/ I'qudl/ 53
’ greatness.
['gudl]? ['godal]? ['go:oel]
I'hurbu/ ['hurb/
['hurb]? ['horab]? am .
i devastation.
(contrast to [ho:rev]
['harb/ "sword")
/hur'batu/ /hur'bé/ nann
- T site of ruins.
[xur'be:]? [xor'be:]? [hor'bo:]
/gur'latu/ Igur'lal nHap ,
= T foreskin.
[yur'le:]? [yor'le:]? [Tor'lo:]
l'tu’ru/ ['tu’r/ (JEBHP?/) > al sl
— form
['thr/ (JEBHP?/) [to:?ar]
"% roots [unyu/ ["uny/ IR
. - fleet.
[Tony]? [tuniy]? [?9'ni’]
luni'yatu/ luni'ya/ 71K
_ T ship
[Pun1i'ye:] [?3niy'yo:]
I'hulyu/ "5
['huly/ [R3'li:] )
. ) iliness.
['huly]? [huliy]? (pausal * 51’
['ho:liz])
['yupyu/ a7
['yupy/ [yd'pi] Beauty.
['yupy]? ['yupiy]? (pausal * 8"
['yo:pi:])
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
[eunyu/ "1p
[euny/ $3'ni:
Y 5 [ .] ) affliction.
[Suny]? [Suniy]? (pausal §'
[Torniz])
['ru’yu/ sight, appearance.
y l'ruy/ *R9 g PP
5 i Follows the pattern of
[rsty]? [ru?iy]? [[5'7i1] . . .
Qi1 >*gél > g ¢l
*qit! > gtal ['dibSu/ /'dibs/ Wi a7
' honey.
['d1bf]? ['dibaf]? [da've]
*gat! > gtal ['sabku/ ['sabk/ 720" )
o thicket
['sebk]? ['sebak]? [sav'e:x]
*gatal > qgtal D2'X
ra'gam/ [7é'gaim]
/a'‘gamu/ . marsh
[7e'gem] (plural DAY
[7€'ga:m'mi:m])
0T
[he'de:s]
/ha'dasu/ /ha'das/ myrtle
(fem. ND'TN
[hede:s'so])
/za'manu/? /za'man/? mr* )
) ) ' time, season.
/zi'manu/? /zi'man/? [ze'me:n]
vy
/ha'sasu/ /ha'sas/ chaff
[he'Te]
nnn
/ha'tatu/ /ha'tat/ o terror
[h&'Oe:0]
*gital > qgtal [si'taw/ 20N'D
Isi'tawu/7? _ o winter
[si'tarw] [se'Bo:w]
qil1 > * qél For the [EBHP] pronunciation of these forms see - “qi1 >* gé/ > qé/.
>qé/ I'bi’ru/ /'bi’r/ [b1?r]? [b1?8(]? .
(pl. /bira'rot/2! [bite'ro:t]) o well
T R [ba'?e:r]
/ bér/ [ be:r]
['zi’bu/ ['zi’b/ [z1?b]? [z17€b]? .
(pl. /zi'a'bim/ [z17e'bi:m]) o wolf
[za"e:v]

/z&b/ [ ze:b]

10
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
['’ki’bu/ ['ki’b/ [k1?b]? [k1?€b]? AN2 )
R pain
/ kéb/ [ke:b] [kate:v]
/kali'matu/ nnA5a
/kali'ma/ T embarrassment
[kalim'mo:]
/'piru/ I'pi’r/ ['p1?r]? ['prér]?
p pi'r/ [p1?r]? [pr7eér] .
(pl. /pi’a'rim/ [p1?e'ri:m]) ’ glory
R [pa7e:r]
/. pér/ [pe:r]
/qahi'latu/ nynp
/qahi'la/ T assembly
[kshil'lo:]
['rmu/ ['ri'm/ ['r1?m]? ['r1?7ém]?
ORI
(pl. /rita'mim/ [rz?7e'mi:m]) ’ auroch
R [ra"e:m]
/rém/ [re:m]
['Siru/ ['8Prf [[ate]? [[rrer]? TRY
“a ’ flesh
18ér/ [Je:] [f[ee:r]
/&"latu/ 18"/ [17'1e:] noRw _
. R ' question (noun)
/5€ lat/ [[é let] [fate:'lo:]
Mti"natu/ /ti'nd/ [t1?'ne:]
nixn
(pl. /ti'a'nim/ [tz?7e'ni:m]) T fig
R R [te?e:'no:]
/té nat/ [té net]

11
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masc. sing.) 7wo Short Vowe/sin PH

(note Differential impact of compensatory lengthening)

3. Nouns (including adjectives) based on 7Aree Consonants having (in

Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHP]>? (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
qatal la'da:m/ DR
. fa'damu/ T man
(Tiberian [te'daim] [?0:'60:m]
> ) THR
/a'hadu/ ra'ha:d/ T one (masc.)
[7€'ho:0]
ra’hadt/ > DNK
. ra'hat(t)/ one (fem.)
ra'hat(t)/ [te'he:8]
. . T wa
/ba'saru/ /ba'sa:r/ Tt flesh
[bo:'so:r]
913
/ga'malu/ /ga'ma:l/ [go:'mol]
camel
(pl. /gama'ima/ ) (pl. /gama'lim/ ) (.09 n 3
[gemel'li:m])
AT
[do:'vorr]
/da'baru/ /da'ba:r/ - word
(pl.O" %2 7
[devo:'ri:m])
147
/da'ganu/ /da'ga:n/ T grain
[do:'yo:n]
. . v N
/ha'dasu/ /ha'da:s/ i new (m. s.)
[ho:'do:]
D3n
/ha'kamu/ /ha'ka:m/ Tt wise
[ho:'x0:m]
ayn
/ha'labu/ /ha'la:b/ T milk
[ho:'lo:v]
ara
/ka'zabu/ /ka'za:b/ i false thing
[ko:'zo:v]
145
/la’banu/ /la'ba:n/ T white
[lor'vorn]
/naba'latu/ /naba'la/ noa; folly

12
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHP]22 (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
[nava:'lo:]
n5m
/nama'latu/ /nama'la/ T ant
N N [nemo: o]
. nnpa
/naga'matu/ /naga'ma/ ’ revenge
N N [nak™a:'mo’]
1op
/qa'tanu/ /qa'ta:n/ [k*or'toin]
N small
(fem. /qata'natu/) (fem. /qata'nd/) (fem. 3o P
[K'st'en'no:]
['saba’u/ > KRR
/sa'bar’/ Tt army
/sa'ba’u/ B [sTor'vol]
/sada'qatu/ .
- /sada'qa/ npax .
(nominative, fs. - ) righteousness
[s'ede’k’e:] [s*8090:'k" 0]
absolute)
/sada'qotu/
o /sada'qot/ L .
(nominative, fp. nmpTy acts of redemption
[s'ede'k’o:t] L
absolute) [sTe0'k 0:8))
/sada gat/ npT .
- /sada qat/ o righteousness of
(fs. construct) [s"i6,ke0])
(fp. construct) /sada qot/ nip, Ty acts of redemption of
[s"id kTo:0])
KRR
sa'ma’u /sa'ma:’/ T thirst
T [s70:'mor]
naop
/qala’latu/ /qala'la/ [k*alo:'lo]
curse
(constr. /qala lat/) (constr. /qala lat/) (constr. n_’z :’7 P
[Kil le:8])
‘ ‘ ayn
/ra'gabu/ /ra'ga:b/ T hunger
[ro:'ca:b]
, , yaw -
/$a'bacu/ /$a'b:ac/ Tt satiation
[so:'vo:f]
qatil fa'minu/ ra'me:n/ TAR surely, amen

13
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
(Tiberian [Te'me:n] [?o:'me:n]
20P) ra'mint/ > npR
. ra'mit(t)/ ST truth
ra'mit(t)/ - [7€'me: 0]
/bahi'ma/
, , nnpna
/bahi'matu/ [behi'me:]? ’ beast
[bahe:'mo:]
[behe'me:]?
73na
/bari'ka/ /bari'ka/ T pool
[bare:'xo:]
Pl
/za'qinu/ /za'qe:n/ e elder
[zor'K'e:n]
b
lya'riku/ lya're:k/ ' thigh
[yo:'rex]
na
Ika'tipu/ Ika'te:p/ 1.0 shoulder
[ko:'Be:f]
niab
/labi'natu/ /labi'na/ T brick
[lave:'no:]
vl
/pa'litu/ /pa'le:t/ survivor
[pole: 1]
noRWY
/Sa’i'latu/ /sa’i'lal ’ question
[fo?e:'lo]
2w
/$a'kinu/ /$a'ke:n/ 1 neighbor
[fo:'xe:n]
odw
/$a'limu/ /$a'le:m/ o whole, complete
[fo:'le:m]
o o nYvnY
/Sami'tatu/ /Sami'ta/ T year of release
[emit™t'a:]
qatul lahu'za/ Y nR holding e.g. land
’ahu'zatu e
[Texu'ze:] [78huz'zo:] holding
/ga'bo:h/ '3 .
ga'buhu high
[ge'bo:h] [go:'voieh]
/ga'do:l/ 917 3 .
ga'dulu big
[ge'do:l] [go:'do:]
hanu'katu /hanu'ka/ nain dedication
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
[henu'ke:] [henuk'ko:]
S0
ta'huru /ta'ho:r/ ' ritually clean
[to:'hor]
iy p
ca'gulu /Sa'go:l/ ' round
[To:'yo:l]
. . wiT p
ga'dusu /qa'do:§/ holy
[k*0:'60:f]
lqa'turt/ nep .
ga'turtu o incense
[kKe'turt] [k'a't'0:re0]
gital . Nli'ba:b/ 215
. /li'babu/ heart
(Tiberian [Ir'ba:b] [le:'voiv]
o0PR) 032
/ni'karu/ Ini'ka:r/ i foreigner
[ne:'xo:r]
/gi'na:b/
. ? 231y
/gi'nabu/ [yr'na:b]? i grape.
[Fer'xomv]
[ye'na:b]?
| Isilae! yox .
[si'lacu/ rib.
[sTla:f]? [s'e'la:f]? [s"er'lo:f]
/Si'ka:r/ )
93w
[Si'karu/ [T'ka:r]? ’ strong drink — beer?
[fe:'xo:r]
[e'ka:n?
qutal -
/Su'ca:l/ W
(Tiberian /Su'calu/ ' fox
b - [fu'Sa:l] [u:'So:l]
e
qutul /bu'ko:r/ "72'a .
L /bu'kuru/ N ’ first-born son
(Tiberian - [buko:r]? [boko:r]?23 [ba'xo:r]
50 1) /ku'tunt/ .
/ku'tuntu/ nma a garment
[ku'tunt] C
oR'H
/lu”o:m/ [l8"70:m] .
/lu”umu/ - nation
[ls"?70:m] (pl. O AR :'7
[l?um'mi:m])
/nu'hustu/ /nu'hust/ nuwn'a copper, bronze.
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHP]22 (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
(possibly (possibly [na'ho:fe0]
/na’hustu/)24 /nahust/)
nya
/nu'eurtu/ /nu'eurt/ C tow
[na'co:re0]
A n2'20
/sugu'latu/ /sugu'la/ personal property
[sayul'lo:]
o7'©
/su'dumu/ /su'do:m/ ’ Sodom
[se'do:m]
nop
/qu'turtu/ /qu'turt/ o incense, smoke
[ge't'o:reB]
) ) naw .
/Su'bultu/ /Su'bult/ i ear of grain
[[ib'bo:1€0]

4. Nouns (including adjectives) based on 7Aree Consonanis having (in ms.)

having Short First and Historically Long Second Vowe/in EBHP

Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHP]> (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
gatal Paton/ )
‘a'ton n' K\
(Tiberian ra'tonu/ fetorn] [?i 6 ’ I she-ass
e'to:n 2:'80:n
50 »
J
'3
/ga'ronu/ /ga'ron/ M throat
[go:'roin]
Ti2' 2
/ka'bodu/ /ka'bod/ ' honor
[ko:'vo:0]
iw'h
/la'sonu/ /la'son/ . tongue
[lor'fo:n]
T
fea'rodu/ /ca'rod/ ' wild ass
[ca:'r0:0]
/8a'lomu/ /8a'lom/ oiy v peace
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
[fo:'lo:m]
- wiy v
/$a'losu/ /sa'los/ ' three
[for'lozf]
qgatil _ /ha'sid/ T™Oon .
o /ha'sidu/ . ’ faithful
(Tiberian [he'si:d] [ho:'si:d]
z7"[,) Ti? ) P
/ya'minu/ /ya'min/ i right
[yo:'mi:n]
/la'br/ [le'bi:?] (EBHP?/) > N5
/la'bru/ . : lion.
/la'bi/ [le'bi:] (JEBHP?/) [lor'viz]
B wn
/ma'sthu/ /ma'sih/ ’ anointed
[mo:fien]
/na'br/[ne'bi: 7] (/EBHP?/)
R3]
/na'bru/ > ’ prophet.
_ ) [no:'vi]
/na'bi/ [ne'bi:] (EBHP?/)
) /salTha/ nrrbo
/sal’hatu/ - T forgiveness
- [seli:'xe:] [sali:ho:]
) /sa'gir/ "R
/sa'giru/ L young, small
[sTelyi:r] [s*o:'ciir]
/qa'sir/ "RP
/qa'siru/ . harvest crops
[k'e'stiir] [k*o:'siir]
qatil ) Fa'wil/ 91 R .
o ra'wilu/ - - foolish
(Tiberian [Te'wi:l] [7€'wi:l]
0 o ] ra'/ PHR
ra'lilu/ . " insignificant
[te'li:] [7€':1]
) /ba'dil/ 542
/ba'dilu/ . ' tin (metal)
[be'dil] [ba'dil]
/ba'rih/ nHa
/ba'rihu/ . ’ bolt, bar
[be'ri:h] [ba'rizen]
_ /ga'bir/ 933
/ga'biru/ . ’ lord/master
[ge'bi:r] [ga'viir]
_ /da'bir/ 3 a0
/da'biru/ . ’ Holy-of-holies
[de'bi:r] [da'viir]
/ka'silu/ /ka'sil/ PA oJe] fool, crazy
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
[ke'si:l] [ka'si:l]
/ka'pir/ 983
/ka'piru/ . ’ half-grown lion
[ke'pi:r] [ka'fiir]
/ma'hir/ NN
/ma'firu/ . ’ price
[me'xi:r] [ma'hi:r]
gatdl /bat'la/ nHna o
o /batd'latu/ - T virgin
(Tiberian - [betu:'le:] [baBu:'lo]
) /gabir'ra/ n 433
/gabu'ratu/ . T strength
[gebu:'re:] [gevu:'ro:]
/ea'sim/ DIv' v
[fea'sumu/ . ' strong
[ce's'uim] [co:'sTuim]
L /Sami'ca/ nynw
/Samu'catu/ . ’ report
[femu:'ce:] [femu:'ca:]
gital . rioh/ A% R .
i'lohu lo]
(Tiberian - [1'lo:h]? [?€'lo:h]? [7€'lo:eh] J
1o ) ix
/hi‘gor/ he'yo:r
/hi'goru/ "9 [heyo:] belt
[hr'go:r] (fem.n 3 N
[heyo:'ro:])
/hi'mor/ ' N
/hi'moru/ ' donkey
[hr'mo:r] [he'mo:r]
o Izi'rGe/ Y
[zi'roeu/ ’ arm
[zT'ro:] [zo'ro:ec]
Isitarl Isi'ror/ RIRI o
siroru ag
[s'T'ro:r] [s*a'ro:r]
/si'rok/ e
/$i'roku/ ' ‘ sandal lace
[t1'rozK] [sa'ro:X]
qutal } ru'nds/ il R
o ru'nosu/ . - man
(Tiberian - [?0'noz] [7€'no:f]
7o " 2
o /buld'yim/ [ba'lo:y]
/buld'yima/ O ) rags
[bulo'yi:m] (plural D’f’f? a
[balo:'yi:m])
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/bu'rasu/ > /bu'ros/ win'a o
. juniper
/bu'rosu/ [bu'rod] [ba'roi]
/lubd'na/ niab
/lubo'natu/ T frankincense
[lsbo:'eo:] [lavo:'no]
/ru'hdb/ ain' 9
/ru'hobu/ ’ plaza
[rsho:b] [raho:v]
qito! li'zor/? 9 R
o [i'zoru/? loin cloth
(Tiberian [1'zo:r]? [7€'z0:(]? [te:'zo:r]
7i0p) o /ipdl Ti' R
li'podu/ ephod.
[1'po:d]? [?€'po:d]? [te:'fo:8]
Isi'ror/ SR
/si'roru/ ’ bag
[sT'ro:r] [sa'ro:r]
. /ti'thom/ oin' m
fti'homu/ ’ depths
[tr'ho:m] [ta'ho:m]
tuo'mim/ D" R D
/tu'd'mima/ . ' twins
[tu?0:'mi:m] [te?0:'mi:m]
qitiil Izi'bil/ 5y
o [zi'bulu/ : hill
(Tiberian [zTbu:l] [za'vul]
210p) /zu'bib/ M2t
/zu'bubu/ ’ flies
[zu'bu:b] [za'vu:v]
qutil
/huz'zir/ YN
(Tiberian /huz'Ziru/ . ' pig
50p) [xu'zir] [he'ziir]
J|s
70p -
( e — /ki'lab/ ' 3
originally I'lubu ’ cage
o [k1'lu:b] [ka'lu:v]
prob. gitdl)
20p Igu'bal/ 512 3
- /gu'bulu/ . ’ border
(originally [gu'bu:l] [ge'vul]
prob. qutdl) wia'h
. /lu'bus/ ’ .
Nu'basu/ [lo'vuif] clothing
[ls'buf]
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5. Nouns (including adjectives) based on 7Aree Consonants having (in

masc. sing.) Long First Short Second Vowel in PH

Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHPJ2" (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
qgotal < /eG'lamu/ /eO'la:m/ Df‘)iy universe, eternity
qgatal [co'la:m] [co:'lo:m]
(Tiberian
201p)
qotal < /gaw'zalu/ /gaw'za:l/ ’7}‘13 young bird.
qawial [gew'za:l]? [go:'zo:l]
(Tiberian [gow'za:l]?
201p)
/gaw'ralu/ /gaw'ra:l/ 5 43 lot.
[gew'ra:1]? [go:'ro:l]
[gow'ra:l]?
/kaw'kabu/ /kaw'ka:b/ 213 star.
[kew'ka:b]? [ko:'xo:v]
[kow'ka:b]?
/Saw'paru/ /Saw'pa:r/ plail horn (used as a wind
[lew'pa:r]? [fow'pa:r]? [Jo:'fo:r] instrument).
qotil < gatil /qa'tilu/ > /qo'tilu/ /qo'te:l/ ’7}5? killer/killing (ms.) - abs.
(Tiberian [k'o:'t'e:l] [k*o:'t%e:l] form
20p) gal Iqatilu/ > /qotilu/ /q til/ 5P killer of- (ms.) - cstr. form
a.p. > /q til/ [kK'o: t'1l]? [qo: tel]? [k'o: t'e:l]
/qa'tiltu/ > /q0'tilt/ [qo:'t71lt] > n’mp killer/killing (fs.)
Iqotiltu/ /qotalt/ [K'o: telt] [k*o:'t"e:1€6]
/qati'Tma/ > /qoti'im/ oY .'7 P killer/killing (mp.) - abs.
/qoti'ima/ [kK'o:t'1'liim] [Ko:t'a'lizm] form
/qoti lay/ /qoti lay/ "5 op killers of- (ms.) - cstr.
[Ko:t'1 ley]? [k o:tLley]? [k'o:t's le7] form.
/qati'latu/ > /qoti'lot/ ni P killers/killing (mp.)
/qoti'lotu/ [k*o:t'1'lo:t] [k‘o:t'0'10:0]
/yo'sibu/ /yo'se:b/ Ay sitter/sitting (ms.)
[yo:fe:b] [yo:'feiv]
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHPJ2" (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
/yoSi'batu/ /yosi'ba/ niw sitter/sitting (fs.)
[yo:rba:] [yo:fe'va:]
/yo'Sibtu/ /yo'Sibt/ [yo:'fibt] > naw sitter/sitting fs.)
/y6'Sabt/ [yo: febt] [yo:'fe:veb]
/kd'hinu/ /kd'he:n/ 1 priest
[ko:'he:n] [ko:'he:n]
1§6'ribu/ 1§6're:b/ 1y raven
[yo:'re:b] [fo:'rewv]
/qo'hiltu/ /qo'hilt/ [k"o:'hilt] > n’7.“lp Koheleth.
/qo'halt/ [K'o:'helt] [ko:'he:leb]
180'giru/ 180'ge:r/ Y gatekeeper
[Jo:'ye:r] etc. [fo:'Se:r]
qgilé < “qili /mi‘cima/ /mi‘eim/ oyn intestines.
(Tiberian [m1'eizm]? [me'ei:m]? [me:'si:m]
nop) [ri'haymi/ Iri'haym/ D M mill stone.
[rrheym]? [re'heym]? [re:'heyim]
[ri'cayu/ [ri'cay/ > [ri'c&/ nyn friend.
[rree:]? [rece:]? [re:'0:]
galé (root /ha'diyu/ > /ha'ziyu/ > nrn chest
generally /ha'ziyu/ /ha'zé/ [he'ze:] [ho:'ze:]
xX"2) jta'liyu/ ita'liy/ > nh v lamb.
(Tiberian ta'lél [tele:] [to'le:]
n2p) lya'piyu/28 lya'pé/ na beautiful
[ye'pe] [yo:'fe:]
/ma'né/ N3 mina — measuring unit
[me'ne:] [mo:'ze:] for precious metals
/na'kiyu/ /na'ké/ nAl lame
[ne'ke:] [no:'xe:]
/ga'nayu /29 /ga'né/ nip reed
[ke'ne:] [k*or'ne?]
/qa'sé/ nxp extremity
[ke's’e] [k'or's'e]
lqa'sé/ nyp hard
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Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
kefe:] [k*or'fe:]
/pa'nim/ oia face
[pe'ni:m] [po:'ni:m]
/$a'dé/ nyv open country, field
[te'de:] [s0:'6E] General form
/$a'dayu/30 —
/sa'day/ ’ _‘rTw open country, field Form
[te'dey] [so:'dey] used in archaizing poetry
/$ada'yotu/3! /$ada'yot/ > nT'w fields
/éa'dot/ [te'do:t] [so;'éo;e]
6. Nouns (including adjectives) based on 7Aree Consonants having (in
masc. sing.) 7wo Long Vowelsin PH and EBHP
Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHP] (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
gitol /krdor/ 2T 2
_ /Krdoru/ . uncertain meaning
(Tiberian - [ki:'do:r] [ki:'do:r]
710 ) - /nthh/ mea
/nrhohu/ T pleasantness
- [ni:'xo:x] [ki:'ho:eh]
o InT'sos/ pivt
/nrsosu/ ) spark
[ni:'s*o:sf] [ni:'s*o:sf]
o /sTnog/ Pl x _
/sTnoqu/ ) something bound up
[sfii'no:q] [sfii'no:q]
/qrtor/ v P
/grtoru/ ) smoke
kit o:r] kit o:r]
/trros/ win R must (=unfermented or
/trrosu/ } . -
[ti:'ro] [ti:'ro:]] fermenting grape juice)
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7. Nouns (including adjectives) based on 7hAree Consonants the Second of

which is geminated having (in masc. sing.) Short First and Long Second

Vowe/
(See discussion here)
Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
Development to PH */EBHP/* *[EBHP]3 (c. 850 BCE)
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
qgattal /day'ya:n/ v T
. /day'ya(:)nu/ Y& L judge
(Tiberian - [dey'ye:n] [dey'yo:n]
ouPR) ) /harra:g/ v AN ,
/har'ra(:)Su/ - T skilled workman
= [xer're:f] [ho:'roi]
/gan'na:b/ 213 _
/gan'na(:)bu / thief
[gen'ne:b] [gen'no:v]
/baqqa'ré/ napa
/baqqa(:)'ratu/ care
[bek’k'e're:] [be ‘ka:'ro7]
qittil rille:m/ DH N dumb (= unable to
o Lil'limuy/34
(Tiberian [?1l'le:m] [il'le:m] speak)
0pR) b Igib'be:n/ 132 Hunchback
I ib'binu unchbac
Adjective of ? [grb'be:n] [gib'be:n]
defect or e Ihirre:s/ wAn o
infirmi irrisu ea
infirmity ' [hir're:f] [he:'re:f]
1y
feiw'wiru/ [eiw'we:r/ [ctw'we:r] )
. [ciw'we:r] :
(plural (pl. feiwwi'rim/ blind.
L , pl.o* MY
[eiwwi'rima/) [czwwi'rizm]) :
[ciw'rizm])
. Ipig'qe:h/ npa ,
/piq'qihu/ . _ seeing
[prq'qe:n] [pig'qe:en]
L Ieiq'qe:$/ v pY
/eiq'qisu/ . _ crooked
[c1q'qef] [cig'qe:]
qattil
— /dab'be:r/ N2
(Tiberian /dab'biru/ infinifive construct of pie/
[deb'be:r] [deb'be:r]
oVP)
uttal
‘_7—. /sul'la:m/ ohp
(Tiberian /sul'lamu/ i ladder
[sul'la:m] [sul'lo:m]
ovp)

24




E-book Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play - Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience by David Steinberg

8. Prepositions, Negatives, Adverbs, etc.

Forms Reconstructed EBHP TH *[TH] Meaning/Comments
(up to c. 1000 BCE) (c. 850-550 BCE)
Preposition / baly/ > /bily/ (JEBHP?/) Vg
s /baly/ [b1ly]? [b1ly]? > e without.
. [balliz]
1bi lif (/EBHP?/)
/balty/ > /bil ty/ (/EBHP?/
1y Lyl ( ) s pba
/bal'ty/ [b1lty]? [b1l tiy]? > bil not.
ilti:
/bil ti/ (/EBHP?/) [ ]
Interrogativ /'mah/ nn
/'mah/ — ’ what?
es [meh] ['mor]
/'mi/ n
['miya/36 — who?
['mi:] ['mi:]
Negatives liyl > "R
liya/’3? o none
11 [ ] [7i]]
Adverbs, Either /cawd/ [ fowd] OR )
. . _ ) my yet, more.
conjunction [c0d/ [So:d] (assuming
L _ _ [F0:0] See Tequ
s, efc. derivation /cad/ > /c0d/) -
%87 rwleet'tor]
o [citta(:)/
[eittd/ (pausal N v now
- [Sttte] i
[To:tto:])3e
much. Analogous to
[ mud/ Y y y
) i1 >*qél > qél.
[[mu?d] IR' N q. A ]
/mu’d/ ’ Will use fmud] in abs.
> [ mu:d/ [ma0:6] . .
[ d and [mu:d] in constr. in
mu:
' [EBHP] transliterations
Misc. 116/ N
/lo:/40 not
[lo] ['lo:]
['zut/ > ['z6t/ nR oY
[zo:t/41 this fs.
[zo:t] [zo:0]
Note also

Words ending in Geminated Final Consonents in EBHP
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Wat quality were the Short Vowels in [EBHP]?

Numerals in Pre-Exilic Hebrew

The History of Some Word Forms in Hebrew

Return to Table of Contents

11 have drawn heavily on Beyer 1969.

2 Cf. Classical and Modern Standard Arabic Haywood and Nahmad 1965 chapt. 9.

3 Cf. Classical and Modern Standard Arabic Haywood and Nahmad 1965 chapt. 4.

4 Cf. Classical and Modern Standard Arabic Haywood and Nahmad 1965 chapt. 5.

5 See Blau 2010 §4.4.5.8.
6 Note, in reconstructed [EBHP] transliterations and sound files -

1.there is no spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants;

2. .vowel qualities are outlined here;

3. I use the most probable form. Where no one form stands out as most probable, | select the one closest

to the MT vocalization.

4. when multiple forms are possible, the form used is underlined.
7 Blau 2010 §3.5.8.3.
8 Blau 2010 §3.5.7.1.9.

9 Note non-spirantization of the bgadkpt consonants

10 See Bergstrasser §17q; Blau 2010 §1.17.5; 3.5.12.2.9n.

11 Blau 2010 §1.19.4.

2 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.3.

3 See Blau 2010 §3.5.4.8.

4 See Blau 2010 §3.5.4.8.

15 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.3.

16 See Bergstrasser §17q; Blau 2010 §1.17.5.

17 The pausal form reflects the stress pattern in BHA phase 3.
18 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.3.

9 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.1.
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20 Aramaic form brought into Hebrew in the post-exilic period.
21 Beyer 1969 p. 65.

22 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants

23 Form with o preferred due to affect of vowel harmony.
24 Manuel 1995 p. 127 note 338.

25 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants

26 See Jouon-Muraoka 1991 § 88g.

27 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants

28 Blau 2010 §3.4.5.8.
29 Blau 2010 §4.4.6.10.
30 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.2.
57 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.3.

32 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants

33 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants

34 See Huehnergard 1992 pp. 223.

35 Note non-spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants

36 "Perhaps miya; contra TH m/ (<< miya, Segert 1976 § 51.52 cf. Harris A Grammar of the Phoenician
Language 1936 §16.3). As with } ... normalization of the Standard Phoenician pronoun is uncertain. Garr
suggests mijyaor mi.... The form also appears in Amarna Canaanite, m/-ya... in which the first vowel may be long
(i.e. miya...). It is possible, therefore, that the Standard Phoenician form could even be mj. Manuel 1995 p. 124-
125 note 310.

37 "Perhaps 7ya; contra TH 7 The Standard Phoenician form ( }) may originally have been an interrogative, as in
Ugaritic /y'where' (Segert 1976 § 55.82), but the status of the vowel(s) is uncertain. The ugaritic form seems to
show heterogeneous diphthong contraction (= @y, so Gordon 1965 §12.4) despite gemination of the semivowel
(Segert 1976 § 55.5). If the Standard Phoenician adverb is related, then both its vowels may already be long,
which would account for the continued presence of the final phoneme after short vowel apocope.” Manuel 1995
p. 124 note 308.

38 Blau 2010 §3.5.12.2.12n.

39 The pausal form reflects the stress pattern in BHA phase 3 - see Blau 1972 p. 85.

40 But see Andersen 1999 p. 6.
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41 But see Andersen 1999 pp. 6-8.
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