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The History of Some Word Forms in Hebrew1 
 

Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP] 2  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 

(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

*/calaya/3 

*/cal-/ 
*[ʕɐl-] 

ל־  עַ
*[ʕɐl-] 

upon 
General form 

*/cạlay-/ 

*[ʕɐlɐy-]? *[ʕɐlɛy-]? 
י־ לֵ  עֲ

*[ʕɐ̆lẹː-] 

upon  
- Form used in archaizing 
poetry 

*/ʾilaya/4 

*/ʾil/ 
*[ʔɪl-]? *[ʔɛl-]? 

ל־  אֶ
*[ʔɛl] 

to 
- General form 

*/ʾilay-/ 
*[ʔɪlɐy-]? *[ʔɛlɛy-]? 

י־ לֵ  אֱ
*[ʔɛ̆lẹː-] 

to 
- Form used in archaizing 
poetrytions 

*/ʾilayaya/ > */ʾilayya/5 */ʾiˈlay/ 
*[ʔɪˈlɐy]? *[ʔɛˈlɐy]? 

י לַ  אֵ
*[ʔẹːˈlɐy] 

to me 

*/ʾiˈlayhũ/ */ʾiˈlayhũ/ > */ʾiˈlayũ/ >  
*/ʾiˈlâw/ 

*[ʔɪˈlɐːw]? *[ʔɛˈlɐːw]? 

יו לָ  אֵ
*[ʔẹːˈlɔːw] 

to him  

*/ˈʾanpahũ/ > */ʾanˈpahũ/ */ʾapˈpahũ/ >  
*/ʾapˈpaw/ > 

*/ʾapˈpô/ 
[ʔɐpˈpoː] 

פּוֹ  אַ
* [ʔɐpˈpoː] 

his nose, anger 

*/ba.nayi/ > */ba.nay/ */bạˌnay/ 
*[bɐˌnɐy]? *[bɐˌnɛy]? 

י נֵ  בְּ
*[bәˌnẹː] 

sons of  

*/ˈbaʾru/ > */ˈbâ.ru/ > 
*/ˈbôru/ 

*/ˈbôr/ 
*[ˈboːɾ] 

 בּורֺ
*[ˈboːɾ] 

cistern, pit 

*/ˈḥaw.mi.ya.tu/ > 
*/ˈḥaw.ma.tu/ > 

*/ḥawˈmatu/ 

OR 
*/ˈḥaw.mi.ya.tu/ > 

*/ḥawˈmâ/ 
*[ħɐwˈmɐː]? 
*[ħɔ̝wˈmɐː]? 

החוֺ  מָ  
*[ħoːˈmɔː] 

city wall  
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Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP] 2  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 

(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

*/ˈḥaw.ma.tu/ > 
*/ḥawˈmatu/ 

*/la.paˌnay/ */lạpạˌnay/ 
*[lɐpɐˌnɐy]? 
*[lɐpɐˌnɛy]? 

י נֵ פְ  לִ
*[lifnẹː] 

before. 

*/ma ˈʾtaymi/ */ma ˈʾtaym/ 
[mɐʔˈtɐym] 

א םמָ יִ תַ  
*[mɔːˈθɐːyim] 

two hundred 

*/ˈnakaʾ.tu/ >  

*/naˈkaʾ.tu/ >  
*/naˈkâ.tu/ > */naˈkô.tu/ 

*/nạˈkôt/ 
*[nɐˈkoːt] 

כאֹתנְ   

*[ʾnәˈxoːθ] 

ladanum resin 

*/ˈmaz.bi.ḥu/ > */mazˈbi.ḥu/ 

> */mizˈbiḥu/ 

*/mizˈbeːḥ/ 
*[mɪzˈbẹːħ] 

זְ  חַ בֵּ מִ  
*[mizˈbẹːɐħ] 

alter 

*/ˈmaz.mu.r/ > */mazˈmuru/ 
> */mizˈmuru/ 

*/mizˈmoːr/ 
*[mɪzˈmoːɾ] 

זְ  מורֺמִ  
*[mizˈmoːɾ] 

song to instrumental 
music 

*/ˈmaḫ.sa.yu/ >  
*/maḫˈsa.yu/ 

*/maḫˈsay/ > 
*/maḫˈsê/ 
*[mɐxˈsẹː] 

חְ  המַ סֶ  

*[mɐħˈsɛː] 

shelter 

*/maˈlaʾ.ku/ > */malˈʾaku/ */malˈʾaːk/ 
*[mɐlˈʔaːk] 

לְ  �מַ אָ  
*[mɐlˈʔɔːx] 

messenger, angel 

*/mac.śa.yay/ > */macśay/ */macˌśay/ 
*[mɐʕˌɬɐy]? *[mɐʕˌɬɛy]? 

עֲ  ישֵׁ מַ  
*[mɐːʕɐ̆ˌsẹː] 

deeds of 

*/map.caˈlā.tu/ >  
*/map.caˈlō.tu/ >  

*/mip.caˈlōt/6 

*/mip.caˈlōt/ 
*[mɪp.ʕɐˈloːt] 

עָ  פְ לותֺמִ  

*[mifːʕɔːˈloːθ] 
deeds 

*/ˈmaq.na.yu/ >  

*/maqˈna.yu/ 
*/maqˈnay/ >  

*/miqˈnê/ *[mɪkˁˈnẹː] 
קְ  הנֶ מִ  

*[mikˁːˈnɛː] 
property 

*/ˈmar.ma.tu/ >  
*/marˈma.tu/ > */marˈmat/  

> */mirˈmā/ 

*/mirˈmâ/ 
*[mɪɾˈmɐː] 

רְ  המִ מָ  
*[miɾːˈmɔː] 

cheating 

*/ˈmaθ.ka.lu/ > */mašˈka.lu/ 
> */mišˈkal/ 

*/mišˈqaːl/ 
*[mɪšˈkˁaːl] 

שְ  למִֺ קָ  
*[mišˈkˁɔːl] 

weight 

*/ˈnik.sa.yu/ > */nikˈsa.yu/ > 
*/nikˈsay/ > */nikˈsā/ 

*/nikˈsâ/ 
*[nɪkˈsaː] 

כְ  הנִ סָ  
*[nixˈsɔː] 

hidden 
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Reconstructed 
Development to PH 

(up to c. 1000 BCE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP] 2  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH *[TH] 

(c. 850 BCE) 

Meaning/Comments 

*/ciyaˈrīma/7 */ciyaˈrīm/ *[cɪyɐˈɾiːm] 
(/EBHP?/) > */caːˈrīm/  
*[ʕaːˈriːm] (/EBHP?/) 

יםעָ  רִ  
*[ʕɔːˈɾiːm] 

cities 

*/ṣuhˈraym/ */ṣuhˈraym/ 
*[ṣʊhˈɾɐym] 

הֳ  םרַ צָ יִ  
*[ṣɔːhɔ̆ˈɾɐyim] 

noon 

*/ˈqa.ṣi.yu/ > */qaˈṣi.yu/ > 
*/qaˈṣiy/ > */qaˈṣê/ 

*/qaˈṣê/ 
*[qɐˈsˁẹː] 

הקׇ  צֶ  
*[qɔːˈsˁɛː] 

end 

*/yazbuˈlinī/ */yazbuˈlinī/ >  

*/yizbụˈlinī/ 
*[yɪzbʊˈlɪniˑ] 

בְּ  זְ ילֵ יִ נִ  
*[yizbәˈlẹːniː] 

he will exhalt me  

*/ʾawriˈyu/akã/8 >  
*/ʾawriˈyakã/ > */ʾawˈrakã/ 

*/ʾawˈrạka(ː)/ 

*[ʔɐwˈɾɐkɐˑ]? *[ʔɔ̝wˈɾɐkɐˑ]? 

�אורְֺ   
*[ʔoːɾәˈxɔː] 

I will show you 

*/mayˈmayhũ/ >  

*/mayˈmayũ/ 
*/mayˈmay/ >  

*/mayˈmâw/ 
*[mayˈmaːw]? 
*[mɛyˈmaːw]? 

י יומֵ מָ  
*[mẹːˈmɔːw] 

his waters 

*/ˈmiya/ */ˈmî/ 
*[ˈmiː] 

י  מִ
*[ˈmiː] 

who? 

 

Words Significantly Different in Pronunciation in EBHP 

Syllables Ending in Doubled Consonents in EBHP 

Numerals in EBHP 

 

Return to Table of Contents  

                                                   

1 I have drawn heavily on Manuel 1995. 

2 Note, in reconstructed [EBHP] transliterations and sound files -  

1.there is no spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants; 

2. vowel qualities are outlined here; 
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3. I use the most probable form. Where no one form stands out as most probable, I select the one closest 
to the MT vocalization. 

4. when multiple forms are possible, the form used is underlined. 

3 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.5. 

4 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.5. 

5 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.5. 

6 Manuel 1995 p. 195 note 247. 

7 Blau 2010 §3.4.4.3. 

8 C.f. Manuel 1995 p. 138 note 415. 


