
E-book Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play - Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience by David 
Steinberg 

1 

Edition 1. 
20 September 2011 

 

 

Pronunciation of Numerals in EBHP1 
By David Steinberg 

David.Steinberg@houseofdavid.ca 
Home page http://www.houseofdavid.ca/ 

Return to Table of Contents 
See Blau 2010 §4.5 Remarks on the Numerals 

 

1. Cardinal 
 Masculine Feminine 

 TH 
*[TH] 

(c. 850 CE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]2  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH 
*[TH] 

(c. 850 CE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]  
(c. 850-550 BCE) 

דˈאֶ  1 חָ   
 [ʔɛːˈħɔːð] 

/ʾaˈḥaːd/ 
[ʔɐˈħaːd] 

תˈאַ  חַ  

[ʔɐːˈħɐːθ] 
/ʾaˈḥat(t)3/ 

[ʔɐˈħɐt] 

םנַ ˈשְׁ  2 יִ   
[ˈʃnɐːyim]? [ʃәˈnɐː

yim]? 

/šịˈnaym/ 
[ʃɪˈnɐym] 

םתַּ ˈשְׁ  יִ  
 [ˈʃtɐːyim] 

/šịtˈtaym/4 
[ʃɪtˈtɐym] 

השָׁ ˈלשְׁ  3   
[ʃәloːˈʃɔː] 

/šạlōˈšâ/ 
[ʃɐloːˈʃɐː] 

�שˈֹשָ   

[ʃɔːˈloːʃ] 
/šaˈlōš/ 
[ʃɐˈloːʃ] 

בָּ  4 רְ הˈאַ עָ  
[ʔɐɾbɔːˈʕɔː] 

/ʾarbaˈcâ/ 
[ʔɐɾbɐˈʕɐː] 

רְ  עˈאַ בַּ  

[ʔɐɾˈbɐːʕ] 
/ʾarˈbac/ 
[ʔɐɾˈbɐʕ] 

מִ  5 השָּׁ ֹˈחֲ   
[ħɐ̆mɪʃˈʃɔː] 

/ḥạmiˈšâ/ 
[ħɐmɪˈʃɐː] 

שˈחָ  מֵֹ  

[ħɔːˈmẹːʃ] 
/ḥaˈmeːš/ 
[ħɐˈmẹːʃ] 

השָּׁ ֹˈשִׁ  6  
[ʃiʃˈ ʃɔː] 

/šišˈšâ/ 
[ʃɪšˈʃɐː] 

שֹׁשֵ ˈ  

[ˈʃẹːʃ] 
/ˈšišš/ 
[ˈʃɪʃʃ]  

הˈבְ שִׁ  7 עָ   
[ʃivˈʕɔː] 

/šabˈcâ/ > /šibˈcâ/ 
[ʃɪbˈʕɐː] 

עשֶ ˈֹ בַ  
[ˈʃɛːbɐʕ] 

/ˈšabc/5 
[ˈʃɐbʕ]? [ˈʃɐbәʕ]? 

הˈמֹ שְׁ  8 נָ  
[ʃәmoːˈnɔː] 

/šạmōˈnâ/ 
[ʃɐmoːˈnɐː] 

מֹ  הˈֹשְ נֶ  

[ʃәmoːˈnɛː] 
/šạmōˈnê/6 
[ʃɐmoːˈnẹː] 
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 Masculine Feminine 
הˈ שָׁ תִּ  9 עָ   

[tiʃˈʕɔː] 
/tišˈcâ/ 
[tɪʃˈʕɐː] 

עתֵֹּ ˈ שַ  
[ˈtẹːʃɐʕ] 

/ˈtišc/ 
[ˈtɪʃʕ]? [ˈtɪʃәʕ]? 

שָֹ  10 הˈעֲ רָ  
[ʕɐ̆sɔːˈɾɔː] 

/cạśaˈrâ/ 
[ʕɐɬɐˈɾɐː] 

רעֶ ˈ שֶ  

[ˈʕɛsɛɾ] 
/ˈcaśr/ 

[ˈʕɐɬɾ]? [ˈʕɐɬәɾ]? 

ד עָ ˌאַ  11 רˈחַ שָֹ  
[ʔɐːˌħɐːð ʕɔːˈsɔːɾ] 

שְ  י עָ ˌעַֹ רˈתֵּ שָֹ  
[ʕɐʃˌtẹː  ʕɔːˈsɔːɾ] 

/ʾaˌḥad caˈśaːr/ 
[ʔɐˌħɐd ʕɐˈɬaːɾ] 

OR /cašˌtay caˈśaːr/ 
[ʕɐšˌtay ʕɐˈɬaːɾ]? 
[ʕɐʃˌtɛy ʕɐˈɬaːɾ]? 

שְֹ ˌאַ  ת עֶ הˈחַ רֵ  
[ʔɐːˌħɐːt ʕɛsˈɾẹː]  

שְ  שְֹ ˌעַֹ י עֶ הˈתֵּ רֵ  
[ʕɐšˌtẹː ʕɛśˈɾẹː] 

/ʾaˌḥat(t) ʕaśˈrệ/ 
[ʔɐˌħɐt ʕɐɬˈɾẹː]  
/cašˌtay ʕaśˈrệ/ 

[ʕɐʃˌtay ʕɐɬˈɾẹː] or 
[ʕɐʃˌtɛy ʕɐɬˈɾẹː] 

רˈעָ  12 שָֹ יםˌֹשְ   נֵ  [ʃәˌnẹ

ːm ʕɔːˈsɔːɾ]?  
[ˌ ʃnẹːm ʕɔːˈsɔːɾ]? 

י עָ ˌֹשְ  רˈנֵ שָֹ  
[ʃәˌnẹː cɔːˈsɔːɾ]? 
[ˌʃnẹː cɔːˈsɔːɾ]?   

/šịˌnaym caˈśaːr/ 
[ʃɪˌnɐym ʕɐˈɬaːɾ]?  
[ʃɪˌnɛym ʕɐˈɬaːɾ]? 

/šịˌnay caˈśaːr/ 
[ʃɪnˌay ʕɐˈɬaːɾ]? 

[ʃɪnˌɛy ʕɐˈɬaːɾ]? 

שְֹ שְׁ ˌ ים עֶ הˈתֵּ  רֵ
[ˌʃtẹːym ʕɛsˈɾẹː] 

שְֹ ˌֹשְ  י עֶ הˈתֵּ רֵ  

[ˌ ʃtẹː ʕɛsˈɾẹː] 

/šịtˌtaym caśˈrệ/  
[ʃɪtˌtɐym ʕɐɬˈɾẹː] or 

[ʃɪtˌtɛym ʕɐɬˈɾẹː] 
/šịtˌtay caśˈrệ/ 

[ʃɪtˌtay ʕɐśˈɾẹː] or 
[ʃɪtˌtɛy ʕɐɬˈɾẹː] 

לֹ  13 ה עָ ˌֹשְ רˈשָ שָֹ  
[ʃәloːˌʃɔː  ʕɔːˈsɔːɾ] 

ת עָ ˌֹשְ  רˈ�שֶ שָֹ  
[ʃәˌloːʃɛːθ  ʕɔːˈsɔːɾ] 

/šạlōˌšâ caˈśaːr/ 
[ʃɐloːˌʃɐːʕɐˈɬaːɾ] 
/šạlōˌšat caˈśaːr/ 
[ʃɐloːˌʃɐt ʕɐˈɬaːɾ] 

שְֹ  הˈעֶ �שˌֹשְ   רֵ  
[ʃәˌloːʃ ʕɛsˈɾẹː] 

/šạˌlōš caśˈrệ/ 
[ʃɐˌloːʃ ʕɐɬˈɾẹː]  

שְֹ  20 יםˈעֶ רִ  
[ʕɛsˈɾiːm] 

/caśạˈrῑm/ 
[ʕɐśɐˈɾiːm] 

  

לֹ  30 יםˈֹשְ שִ   
[ʃәloːˈʃiːm] 

/šạlōˈšῑm/ 
[ʃɐloːˈʃiːm] 

  

שְ  90 יםˈתִֹּ עְ  
[tɪʃˈʕiːm] 

/tišˈcῑm/ 
 [tɪʃˈʕiːm] 

  

הˈמֵ  100 אָ  
[mẹːˈʔɐː] 

/miˈʾâ/ 
[mɪˈʔɐː]  or [mɛˈʔɐː] 

  

א 200 םתַ ˈמָ יִ  
[mɔːˈtɐyim] 

/miʾaˈtaym/ 
[mɪʔɐˈtɐym]? [mɛʔaˈtɐym]? 

  

אֹתˈ�ש מֵ ˌֹשְ  300  
[ʃәˌloːʃ mẹːˈʔoːt] 

/šạˌlōš miˈ’ōt/ 
[ʃɐˌloːʃ mɪˈʔoːt]? 

[ʃɐˌloːʃ mɛˈʔoːt]? 

  

ףאֶ ˈ 1000 לֶ  /ˈʾalp/   
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 Masculine Feminine 
[ˈʔɛːlɛf] [ˈʔɐlp]? [ˈʔɐlәp]? 

לְ  2000 םפַּ ˈאַ יִ  
[ʾɐlˈpɐːyim] 

/ʾalˈpaym/ 
[ʾɐlˈpɐym] 

  

לָ  שׁתֶ �ˌֹשְ  3000 יםˈאֲ  פִ
[ʃәˌloːʃɛt ʔɐ̆ lɔːˈpiː

m] 

/šạlōˌšat ʾạlaˈpῑm/ 
[ʃɐloːˌʃɐt ʔɐlɐˈpiːm] 

  

בָ  10,000 הˈרְ בָ  
[ɾәbɔːˈbɔː] 

/rạbaˈbâ/ 
[ɾɐbɐˈbɐː] 

  

אוֹבּˈרִ  וֹבּˈרִ   
[ɾibˈboː] 

/rabˈboː/ [ɾɐbˈboː] (EBHP?) > 
/ribˈboː/ or [ɾɪbˈboː] (EBHP?) 
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2. Ordinal 
 Masculine Feminine 

 TH 
*[TH] 

(c. 850 CE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]7  

(c. 850-550 BCE) 

TH 
*[TH] 

(c. 850 CE) 

EBHP 
*/EBHP/+ *[EBHP]  

(c. 850-550 BCE) 
First א שוֹןֹˈרִ  

[ɾiːˈʃoːn] 
/rôˈšōn/ [ɾoːˈʃoːn] 

(EBHP?) > /rîˈšōn/ [ɾiːˈ
šoːn]8 (EBHP?) 

אֹשוֹ הˈרִ נָ  
[ɾiː ʃoˈːnɔː] 

/rôšōˈnâ/ [ɾoːʃoːˈnɐː] 
(EBHP?) > /rîˈšōˈnâ/ [ɾiː

ʃoːˈnɐː] (EBHP?) 

Second  ֵיˈֹש נִ  
[ʃẹːˈniː] 

/šiˈnῑ/9 
[ʃɪˈniː] or [ʃɛˈniː] 

יתˈֹשֵ  נִ  
[ʃẹːˈniːθ] 

/šiˈnῑt/ 
[ʃɪˈniːt] or [ʃɛˈniːt] 

Third לי יֹˈֹשְ שִ  
[ʃәliːˈʃ iː] 

/šạlῑˈšῑ/ 
[ʃɐliːˈʃ iː] 

לי יתֹˈֹשְ שִ  
[ʃәliːˈʃ iːθ] 

/šạlῑˈšῑt/ 
[ʃɐliːˈʃ iːt] 

Fourth י בִ יˈרְ עִ  
[ɾәviːˈʕiː] 

/rạbῑˈc ῑ/ 
[ɾɐbiːˈʕiː] 

י בִ יתˈרְ עִ  
[ɾәviːˈʕiːθ] 

/rạbῑˈc ῑt/ 
[ɾɐbiːˈʕiːt] 

Fifth י מִ יֹˈחֲ שִ  
[ħɐ̆miːˈʃ iː] 

/ḥạmῑˈšῑ/ 
[ħɐmiːˈʃiː] 

י מִ יתֹˈחֲ שִ  
[ħɐ̆miːˈʃ iːθ] 

/ḥạmῑˈšῑt/ 
[ħɐmiːˈʃiːt] 

Sixth  ִׁיˈֹש שִּ  
[ʃiʃˈʃ iː] 

/šišˈšῑ/ 
[ʃɪʃˈʃiː ] 

יתˈֹשִ  שִּ  
[ʃiʃˈʃ iːθ] 

/šišˈšῑt/ 
[ʃɪʃˈʃiːt] 

Seventh י בִ יˈֹשְ עִ  
[ʃәviːˈciː] 

/šạbῑˈc ῑ/ > /šịbῑˈcῑ/ [ʃɪbiːˈ
ciː] 

י בִ יתˈֹשְ עִ  
[ʃәviːˈciːθ] 

/šạbῑˈc ῑt/ > /šịbῑˈcῑt/ 
[ʃɪbiːˈciːt] 

Eighth י מִ יˈֹשְ נִ  

[ʃәmiːˈniː] 
/šạmῑˈnῑ/ 
[ʃɐmiːˈniː] 

י מִ יתˈֹשְ נִ  

[ʃәmiːˈniːθ] 
/šạmῑˈnῑt/ 
[ʃɐmiːˈniːt] 

Ninth י שִ יˈתְֹּ עִ  

[tәʃiːˈʕiː] 
/tịšῑˈcῑ/ 

[tɪʃiːˈʕiː] 
י שִ יתˈתְֹּ עִ  

[tәʃiːˈʕiːθ] 
/tịšῑˈcῑt/ 

[tɪʃiːˈʕiːt] 
Tenth י שִֹ יˈעֲ רִ  

[ʕɐ̆siːˈɾiː] 
/cạśῑˈrῑ/ 

[ʕɐɬiːˈɾiː] 
י שִֹ יתˈעֲ רִ  

[ʕɐ̆siːˈɾiːθ] 
/cạśῑˈrῑt/ 

[ʕɐɬiːˈɾiːt] 

 
 
Note also  

Words Significantly Different in Pronunciation in Pre-Exilic 
Hebrew 

With Geminated Final Consonents 



E-book Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play - Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience by David 
Steinberg 

5 

The History of Some Word Forms in Hebrew 
Return to Table of Contents  
                                         

1 Cf. Beyer 1969 pp.54-55. 

2 Note, in reconstructed [EBHP] transliterations and sound files -  

1.there is no spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants; 

2. vowel qualities are outlined here; 

3. I use the most probable form. Where no one form stands out as most 
probable, I select the one closest to the MT vocalization. 

4. when multiple forms are possible, the form used is underlined. 

3 For similar total assimilation of preceeding /d/ to /t/ in Colloquial Arabic see 
Mitchel 1993 p. 109. 

4 /ˈšintaymu/ > /šitˈtaymu/ > /šitˈtaym/. 

5 /ˈšabc/ = [ˈša/ɛbc] or [ˈša/ɛbәc]. 

6 /šaˈmāniyu/ > /šamōˈniyu/ > /šamōˈniy/ > /šamōˈnê/ > /šәmōˈnɛ/ (TH). 

7 Note, in reconstructed [EBHP] transliterations and sound files -  

1.there is no spirantization of the bgdkpt consonants; 

2. vowel qualities are outlined here; 

3. I use the most probable form. Where no one form stands out as most 
probable, I select the one closest to the MT vocalization. 

4. when multiple forms are possible, the form used is underlined. 

8 See Blau 2010 §4.5.2.2 - /rôˈšōn/ > /rîˈšōn/ 

9 Manuel 1995 (p. 124) suggests "Perhaps šiniy(y) (with final historically 
geminated consonant; nisbeh); contrast TH šēˈnῑ (<<šiniyy)." 


