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most of which Alter the Syllabic Structure of Nouns

Reconstructed Reconstructed Tiberian Hebrew Biblical
Issue Example
Proto-Hebrew Early Biblical [TH/* [TH] Text pronounced
(c. 1200 BCE) Hebrew (c. 850 CE) as
Pronunciation IH
[EBHP/ (present)
[EBHP]
(c. 850-550 BCE)
BHA phase 1 and BHA phase 3 BHA phase 5 Stress Mainly Follows
phase 2 Influence of spoken Influence of Aramaic, | Tiberian Accents
Hebrew Dialects on Greek and perhaps Influence of European
Literary Language Arabic Languages
Segolate 15 "boy” ['waldu/ > /'yaldu/ ['yald/ I'ygled/ ['yeled/
Masculine singular ['yald] or ['yalad] ['ye:led] (2 syliables)
(1 syllable) (2 syllables)
722 "man” /'gabru/ /'gabr/ I'geber/ I'geber/




Issue Example Reconstructed Reconstructed Tiberian Hebrew Biblical
Proto-Hebrew Early Biblical [TH/* [TH] Text pronounced
(c. 1200 BCE) Hebrew (c. 850 CE) as
Pronunciation IH
[EBHP/ (present)
[EBHP]
(c. 850-550 BCE)
BHA phase 1 and BHA phase 3 BHA phase 5 Stress Mainly Follows
phase 2 Influence of spoken Influence of Aramaic, | Tiberian Accents
Hebrew Dialects on Greek and perhaps Influence of European
Literary Language Arabic Languages
['gabr] or ['gaberd] ['ge:ver] ['gever]
(1 syllable) (2 syllables) (2 syllables)
190 "book™ ['sipru/ ['sipr/ 'seper/ I'sgper/
['sipr] or ['seper] ['se:fer] ['sefer]
(1 syllable) (2 syllables) (2 syllables)
wp "holyness" /'qudsu/ /'quds/ /'qodes/ /'qodes/
['quds] or ['qodas] ['go:des] ['kodes}
(1 syllable) (2 syllables)
nn "death” I'mawtu/ I'mawt/ I'mawet/ I'mawet/
['mawt] ['mo:wet] ['mavet]
(abs.) (abs.) (abs.)
/mawt/ /mot/ /mot/
[mowt] [mo:t] [mo:t]
(constr.) (constr.) (constr.)
0°3on (absolute) /mala'kima/ /malakim/ /mlakim/ miahim
Segolate "kings" /malakay/i /malakay/ [mélo:ki:m]
Masculine Plural 291 (construct) [mal(a)kay] or /mal ke/ /mal ke/
"kings of-" [mal(a)key] [mal ke:]
nnn "beneath, ['tahtu/ ['taht/ ['tahat/ [tahat/

Segolate

(2 syllables)




Issue Example Reconstructed Reconstructed Tiberian Hebrew Biblical
Proto-Hebrew Early Biblical [TH/* [TH] Text pronounced
(c. 1200 BCE) Hebrew (c. 850 CE) as
Pronunciation IH
[EBHP/ (present)
[EBHP]
(c. 850-550 BCE)
BHA phase 1 and BHA phase 3 BHA phase 5 Stress Mainly Follows
phase 2 Influence of spoken Influence of Aramaic, | Tiberian Accents
Hebrew Dialects on Greek and perhaps Influence of European
Literary Language Arabic Languages
instead of-" ['taht] or [‘tahat]
(originally (1 syllable) (2 syllables)
masculine singular substantive
and addition of functioning as
short helping preposition)
vowel to ease
pronunciation of Tno "fear, /'pahdu/ ['‘pahd/ 'pahad/ ['pahad/
guttural n trembling" ['pahd] or (2 syllables) (2 syllables)
['‘pah yald d] or
['pahad]
(1 syllable)
noy "lead” [copartu/ [co'part/ lcoperet/ loperet/
> [copart/ [co'part] or (3 syllables) [oferet]
[co'parat] (3 syllables)
(2 syllables)
noun ending
nws 'Philistia” /pa'listu/ > /pa'list/ Ip'leset/ /p'leset/
/palist/ [pa'list] or (3 syllables) (3 syllables)
[pa'liSet]
(2 syllables)
19 "fruit” ['piryu/ ['piryu/ >> ['piry/ /pri/ (pausal /pri/ (pausal
Other Segolate

(/EBHP?/) > /'piri/

/peri/)

/peri/)




Reconstructed Reconstructed Tiberian Hebrew Biblical
Issue Example
Proto-Hebrew Early Biblical [TH/* [TH] Text pronounced
(c. 1200 BCE) Hebrew (c. 850 CE) as
Pronunciation IH
[EBHP/ (present)
[EBHP]
(c. 850-550 BCE)
BHA phase 1 and BHA phase 3 BHA phase 5 Stress Mainly Follows
phase 2 Influence of spoken Influence of Aramaic, | Tiberian Accents
Hebrew Dialects on Greek and perhaps Influence of European
Literary Language Arabic Languages
(/EBHP?/)
Synope of Certain | °n»7% "my earth” /adama‘ti/ lad(a)ma‘ti/ Fadma‘ti/ /adma‘ti/
Reduced Vowelsi [adma:'ti]
Post First Temple 723 "high" /gabuhu/ > /gabo:h/ /gabo.ah/ /gabo.a/
Period addition of (adjective) /gabo:h/ (*h” is consonantal) (*h™ is consonantal) [gavo.a]
short helping (2 syllables) (3 syllables) (3 syllables)
vowels to ease
pronunciation of 72y> "he will do lyac'§é/ lyac'§é/ > lyac'§e/ /ya.a'se/
gutturals — this lyic'§8/ [yaca'se:] (3 syllables)
2 syllabl 3 syllabl
has the effect of (2 syllables) (8 sylabloe)
ddi llabl
adding a syllable naw "happy” /sa'mihu/ /$a'me:h/ /$&'me.ah/ /sa'me.ah/
(2 syllables) [$o:r'me:.ah] (3 syllables)
(3 syllables)
vp1 "firmament” /ra'qreu/ /ra'qre/ /ra'gi.ac/ /ra'ki.a/
(2 syllables) [ror'qir.ac] (3 syllables)
(3 syllables)
n1 "Noah" /'nubu/ I'nozh/ I'noah/ /'no.ab/
(1 syllable) ['no:.ah] (2 syllables)

(2 syllables)




Reconstructed Reconstructed Tiberian Hebrew Biblical
Issue Example
Proto-Hebrew Early Biblical [TH/* [TH] Text pronounced
(c. 1200 BCE) Hebrew (c. 850 CE) as
Pronunciation IH
[EBHP/ (present)
[EBHP]
(c. 850-550 BCE)
BHA phase 1 and BHA phase 3 BHA phase 5 Stress Mainly Follows
phase 2 Influence of spoken Influence of Aramaic, | Tiberian Accents
Hebrew Dialects on Greek and perhaps Influence of European
Literary Language Arabic Languages
apy~ "Jacob" /yac'qubu/ /yacqo:b/ lya®qo:b/ /ya.a'kob/
(2 syllables) [yaca'qo:v] [ya.a'kov]
(3 syllables) (2 syllables)
Heterogeneous o'n "water" /'maymu/ > /'maym/ /'mayim/ /'mayim/
Diphthongs I'maym/ like the (1 syllable) (2 syllables) (2 syllables)
English word “
mime”
oy /Sa'maymu/ /3a'maym/ /3a'mayim/ /Sa'mayim/ (3
“heavensw" (2 syllables) (3 syllables) syllables)
o™xn "Egypt” /mis‘raymu/ /mis‘raym/ /mis'rayim/ /mits'rayim/
oo« "Ephriam” lip'raymu/ lip'raym/ I'ep'rayim/ /ep'rayim/
[ef'rrayim/]
n 1 "house” ['baytu/ I'bayt/ I'bayit/ 'bayit/

ooz
"Jerusalem"

/yurusa'laymu/

lyurusa'laym/

/yrusa'layim/

lyurusa'laym/




Reconstructed Reconstructed Tiberian Hebrew Biblical
Issue Example
Proto-Hebrew Early Biblical [TH/* [TH] Text pronounced
(c. 1200 BCE) Hebrew (c. 850 CE) as
Pronunciation IH
[EBHP/ (present)
[EBHP]
(c. 850-550 BCE)
BHA phase 1 and BHA phase 3 BHA phase 5 Stress Mainly Follows
phase 2 Influence of spoken Influence of Aramaic, | Tiberian Accents
Hebrew Dialects on Greek and perhaps Influence of European
Literary Language Arabic Languages
[yeru:so:layim]
N2

[bayt] > [bayit]

Quoted from Development of the Canaanite Dialects: An Investigation in Linguistic History by Zellig S. Harris, American Oriental Series, Vol 16,
1939 pp. 29-32

[ay] > [€]; [aw] > [6]

. In early Semitic, diphthongs were phonologically vowel + syllable-closing [y] or [w] ; as such they were always
either final or followed by the consonant which began the next syllable : [baytu]. Since every syllable in early Semitic
began with a consonant, inter-vocalic [y] and [w] must be considered phonologically as hetero-syllabic, not making a
diphthong, but rather beginning the next syllable: [baytiya] of my house.' In Canaanite, diphthongs were
monophthongized in all positions, accented and unaccented, medial and final, except when another [y] or [w]
followed; thus [hayyim] life,' [hayyé] 'life (cst.),' [taw] < [tawwu] ‘mark," all remained in Phoenician and Hebrew. The

diphthongs [iy], [uw] in medial position had been monophthongized. in Canaanite times....

New diphthongs arose later in final position, all of which, with the exception of the last group, were later

monophthongized ... when [h] elided in the 3rd person suffixes in Hebrew ... [-ahd] > [-aw], somewhat later > [-§] ....




In Jerusalem Hebrew, unaccented diphthongs were monophthongized as throughout Canaanite, but accented
diphthongs remained.... In the nifal verb, the monophthongization could not take place until the verb stress shift :
[nawdaca] > [nawdac] > [nawdac] > [ndda‘] ‘it became known.' This was also true of those hifil verb forms which did
not have [i] in the second syllable, e. g., the infinitive absolute: the Assyrian transcription ga-u-s/i-*(11l Rawlinson 10. 2.
28) [hawsic], later > [h&3éac], shows the form before the verb stress shift, or in any event before the reduction of the
diphthong. This will explain the biblical Hebrew forms, except for the absolute nouns of type [hé&q] ‘bosom,’ [yém)]
day,' which may be due to analogy of the construct forms, or to borrowing from Hebrew dialects where the

monophthongization had been complete (cf. the possibly dialectal [Iél] in Jes. 21.11, variant to [layl] ‘night.'

Later, after final short vowels were dropped, and the medial diphthongs came to be in doubly closed syllables, they
were pronounced as two syllables; [bayt] > [bayit]; [(énaym] > [cénayim]; [mawt] > [mawect]. This was part of the late
general tendency to break final consonant clusters by anaptyctic ("segolate") vowels. Final diphthongs remained:

[matay] ‘when.’

. It has been suggested that this divergence of Jerusalem Hebrew is a later development, that Jerusalem had
originally gone with the rest of Canaanite, but that later foreign influences caused a restoration of the diphthongs in
some cases. Such new formations, extending from loan-words which might have come to Jerusalem from a dialect
where diphthongs had been preserved, would indeed be possible. However, the fact that the diphthong does not
occur in some special group of words or in some morphologic class, but can be explained as having been preserved
in one phonetic environment (stress), argues for a regular phonetic development. The probability is therefore that
when this change first spread in Canaanite there were some areas, specifically Jerusalem, in which stress was a

deciding factor for its occurrence.

i See Development of the Canaanite Dialects: An Investigation in Linguistic History by Zellig S.

Harris, American Oriental Series, Vol 16, 1939 p. 67.

i See Development of the Canaanite Dialects: An Investigation in Linguistic History by Zellig S.

Harris, American Oriental Series, Vol 16, 1939 p. 67.




