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Epistolary Epistolary Epistolary Epistolary ScriptScriptScriptScript of early  of early  of early  of early 

6666thththth century BCE century BCE century BCE century BCE    

Judean ScriptJudean ScriptJudean ScriptJudean Script    
of of of of late late late late 8888thththth century BCE century BCE century BCE century BCE    

    

Modern ScriptModern ScriptModern ScriptModern Script5    MeshaMeshaMeshaMesha Paleo Paleo Paleo Paleo----Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew 
ScriptScriptScriptScript    

LLLLate 9ate 9ate 9ate 9thththth century BCE century BCE century BCE century BCE    

 אז נלחמו 

 מלכי כנענ 

iwmjl niza 
inunkiykl m 

iw mjlniz a  
inunkyklm 

 אז נלחמ 

  כנענימלכ 

imjlniza 

inunkiyklm 

מי מגדו  בתענכ על  iwdgmiymiluiknutb iw dg miymilui knutb  idgmiymiluiknutb  מגדיבתענכ על מ  

iwjqlialipskiux בצע כספ לא לקחו b iw jq lialip s kiuxb  ijqlilipskiuxb בצע כספ ל לקח 

מ י מנ שמ   

   נלחמו הככבמ 

Imymc inm 
imbkkhiwmjl n 

I mymcinm 
imb kkhiw mjln  

מי מנ שמ    

  נלחמ הככבמ 

Mymcinm 

imbkkhimjlni 

20202020    

 ממסלתמ נלחמו 

 עמ ססרא

Wmjl nimtlsmm 
iarssimu i 

w mjlnimtls mm 
iar s s imui 

 ממסלתמ נלחמ

 עמ ססרא

imjlnimtlsmm 

iarssimui 

imprginc נחל קשנ גרפמ  qiljn imp r g incq iljn  imprgincqiljn נחל קשנ גרפמ  

immdqiljni immdq נחל קדממ  iljni נחל קדממ immdqiljni 

inc נחל קשנ  qiljn incq iljn  incqiljn נחל קשנ 

21212121    

izuiyc תדרכי נפשי עז pniykrdt iz uiycp niykr d t תדרכ נפש עז izuicpnikrdt 

 אז הלמו 

  עקבי סוס

iwmlhiza 
/iss  swsiy bqu 

iw mlhiz a 
is s/ s w s iyb q u 

 אז הלמ 

   ססיעקב 

imlhiza 

issiybqu 

22222222    

 מדהרת דהרת 

ויאבר  

Iitrhditrhd m 
wyrba  

itr hditr hdm 
iw yr b a 

 מדהרת דהרת 

  אבריה 

itrhditrhdm 

ihwrba 

 ארו מרז 

 אמר מלאכ יהוה 

izrmiwra 
ihwhyikal mirma 

iz r miw r a 
ihw hyikalm ir ma 

 אר מרז 

 אמר מלאכ יהו 

izrmira 

iwhyikalmirma 

היארו ארר ישב   ihybc yirraiwra ihyb cyir r aiw r a  היאר ארר ישב  ihybcyirraira 

23232323    

 כי לא באו 

  לעזרת יהוה

iwabialiyk 
ihwhyitrzul  

iw ab ialiyk 
ihw hyitr z ul 

 כ ל בא 

 לעזרת יהו 

iabilik 

iwhyitrzul 
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Vs.Vs.Vs.Vs.    Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9thththth----6666thththth c. BCE c. BCE c. BCE c. BCE    
((((JEHJEHJEHJEH Style Spelling Style Spelling Style Spelling Style Spelling1))))    

Reconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text Pre----9999thththth BCE BCE BCE BCE2    
Phoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style Epigraphy3    

    Modern ScriptModern ScriptModern ScriptModern Script4    Judean Judean Judean Judean Official Official Official Official 
Epistolary Epistolary Epistolary Epistolary ScriptScriptScriptScript of early  of early  of early  of early 

6666thththth century BCE century BCE century BCE century BCE    

Judean ScriptJudean ScriptJudean ScriptJudean Script    
of of of of late late late late 8888thththth century BCE century BCE century BCE century BCE    

    

Modern ScriptModern ScriptModern ScriptModern Script5    MeshaMeshaMeshaMesha Paleo Paleo Paleo Paleo----Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew 
ScriptScriptScriptScript    

LLLLate 9ate 9ate 9ate 9thththth century BCE century BCE century BCE century BCE    

imrbg לעזרת יהוה בגברמ bihwhyi trzu

l 
imr b g b ihw hyitr z ul לעזרת יהו בגברמ imrbgbiwhyitrzul 

iluyimc תברכ מנשמ יעל  nmikrbt iluyimcnmi kr b t  תברכ מנשמ יעל iluyimcnmikrbt 

iynqhirbjitc אשת חבר הקני a iynq hir b jitca  אשת חבר הקנ inqhirbjitca 

24242424    

ikrbtilhabi מנשמ באהל תברכ mc nm ikr b tilhab imcnm מנשמ באהל תברכ ikrbtilhabimcnm 

מ שאל י מ   

  חלב נתנה

ilac imym 
ihntniblj 

ilacimym 
ihntnib lj 

מ שאל י מ   

  חלב נתנ

ilacimym 

intniblj 

25252525    

 בספל אדרמ 

 הקרבה חמאה

imrdail psb 
ihamjihbrqh 

imr dailp s b  
ihamjihb r q h 

 בספל אדרמ 

 הקרב חמא

imrdailpsb 

iamjibrqh 

ihnjlc ידה ליתד תשלחנה  tidtylihdy I hnjlctidtyl ihd y ידה9 ליתד תשלחנה injlctidtylihdy 

 וימנה להלמת 

  עמלמ

itmlhlihnmyw 
iml mu 

itmlhlihnm yw  
imlmu 

 וימנה

עמלמ להלמת   

itmlhlihnmyw 

imlmu 

 והלמה ססרא

 מחקה ראשה 

iarssih mlhw 
ihc arihqjm 

iar s s ihmlhw  
ihcar ihq jm 

 והלמ ססרא 

 מחק ראשה

iarssimlhw 

ihcariqjm 

26262626    

ihtqrihpljwihxjm ihtq ומחצה וחלפה רקתה r ihp ljw ihx jm הומחצ וחלפ רקת  ihtqripljwixjmw 

ה כרע ינ רגליב   

 נפל שכב 

iurkihylgrinyb 
ibkc il pn 

iur kihylg r in yb  
ib kcilp n 

ה כרע נפל ינ רגליב 

 שכב 

iurkihylgrinyb 

ibkcilpn 

ה ינ רגליב   

 כרע נפל 

ihylgrinyb 
il pniurk 

ihylg r in yb  
ilp niur k 

ה יגלנ ריב   

 כרע נפל

ihylgrinyb 

ilpniurk 

27272727    

 באשר כרע 

 שמ נפל שדד

urkirc ab 
ddc il pnimc i 

ur kir cab  
ddcilp nim ci 

 באשר כרע

 שמ נפל שדד

urkircab 

iddcilpnimci 

 בעד החלנ     28282828

 נשקפה ותיבב 

inljhidub 
ibbytwihpqc n 

inljhidub  
ib b ytw ihp q cn 

 בעד החלנ 

ותיבבנשקפ   

inljhidub 

ibbytwipqcn 
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Vs.Vs.Vs.Vs.    Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9thththth----6666thththth c. BCE c. BCE c. BCE c. BCE    
((((JEHJEHJEHJEH Style Spelling Style Spelling Style Spelling Style Spelling1))))    

Reconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text Pre----9999thththth BCE BCE BCE BCE2    
Phoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style Epigraphy3    

    Modern ScriptModern ScriptModern ScriptModern Script4    Judean Judean Judean Judean Official Official Official Official 
Epistolary Epistolary Epistolary Epistolary ScriptScriptScriptScript of early  of early  of early  of early 

6666thththth century BCE century BCE century BCE century BCE    

Judean ScriptJudean ScriptJudean ScriptJudean Script    
of of of of late late late late 8888thththth century BCE century BCE century BCE century BCE    

    

Modern ScriptModern ScriptModern ScriptModern Script5    MeshaMeshaMeshaMesha Paleo Paleo Paleo Paleo----Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew Hebrew 
ScriptScriptScriptScript    

LLLLate 9ate 9ate 9ate 9thththth century BCE century BCE century BCE century BCE    

iarssima iar אמ ססרא  s s ima  אמ ססרא iarssima 

Ibnc בעד האשנב ahidub ib ncahidub  ibncahidub בעד האשנב  

 מדע בשש 

 רכבה לבא

ic c biudm 
iablihbkr 

iccb iudm 
iab lihb kr  

 מדע בשש

  רכבה לבא

iccbiudm 

iablihbkr 

 מדע אחרו 

ויפעמי מרכבת   

iwrjaiudm 
iwytbkrmiymup 

iw r jaiudm 
iw ytb kr miymup  

 מדע אחר

 פעמי מרכבתיה

irjaiudm 

ihytbkrmiymup 

ה יחכמת שרת   

 תעננה 

ihytrc itmkj 
ihnnut 

ihytr citm kj 
ihnnut 

ה יחכמת שרת   

 תעננ 

ihytrcitmkj 

innut 

29292929    

 אפ הא תשב 

 אמרה לה

Ihlihrma 
ibc tiahipa 

b ctiahip a 
ihlihr mai 

 אפ הא תשב 

 אמרה לה

bctiahipa 

ihlihrmai 

Iwax הלא ימצאו  myialh iw axmyialh  הלא ימצא iaxmyilh 

il יחלקו שלל  lc iwqljy illciw q ljy  יחלק שלל illciqljy 

מ י רחם רחמת   

 לראש גבר 

imytmjri mjr 
irbgic arl 

imytmjr imjr  
ir b g icar l 

מ י רחם רחמת   

 לראש גבר 

imytmjrimjr 

irbgicarl 

iarsslimubxil שלל צבעמ לססרא  lc iar s s limub xillc  שלל צבעמ לססרא iarsslimubxillc 

hmqrimubxil  רקמהשלל צבעמ lc hmq r imub xillc רקמשלל צבעמ  mqrimubxillc 

30303030    

 צבע רקמתימ

 לצוארי שלל

imytmqriu bxi 
il lc iyrawx l 

mytmq r iub xi 
illciyr aw xli 

 צבע רקמתימ

וארי שלללצ  

mytmqr iubxi 

illciyrawxli 

 
                                                

1 Vowel letters at ends of words; rare vowel letters within words where attested for similar forms in JEH.... 

2 N.b. Due to the paucity of inscriptions from the tenth and early ninth centuries BCE we do not, in fact, know we do not, in fact, know we do not, in fact, know we do not, in fact, know 
whether such spelling conventions aswhether such spelling conventions aswhether such spelling conventions aswhether such spelling conventions as may have existed more closely resembled those of Phoenician (no vowel  may have existed more closely resembled those of Phoenician (no vowel  may have existed more closely resembled those of Phoenician (no vowel  may have existed more closely resembled those of Phoenician (no vowel 
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letters) or those of epigraphic Hebrew (vowel letters at least at the ends of words).letters) or those of epigraphic Hebrew (vowel letters at least at the ends of words).letters) or those of epigraphic Hebrew (vowel letters at least at the ends of words).letters) or those of epigraphic Hebrew (vowel letters at least at the ends of words). N.b., not a single poem in the 
MT can be dated on non-linguistic grounds to the period prior to the tenth century at the earliest ( see Robertson 
1972  p. 3). 

3 No vowel letters. 

4 Final letter forms not used to reflect Paleo-Hebrew script form. 

5 Final letter forms not used to reflect Paleo-Hebrew script form. 
6 At this period the inflection probably was probably still /huʾa/. 
7 At this period the inflection was /áhu/. 
8 At this period the inflection probably was still /áyhu/. 
9 At this period the inflection possibly was still /áha/. 
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