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Table 2 

Reconstructed Reconstructed Reconstructed Reconstructed PrePrePrePre----Exilic OrthographiesExilic OrthographiesExilic OrthographiesExilic Orthographies 
Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9thththth----6666thththth c. BCE c. BCE c. BCE c. BCE    

((((JEHJEHJEHJEH Style Spelling Style Spelling Style Spelling Style Spelling1))))    

Reconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text Pre----9999thththth BCE BCE BCE BCE2    
Phoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style Epigraphy3    

Vs.Vs.Vs.Vs.    

Modern ScriptModern ScriptModern ScriptModern Script4    Judean Judean Judean Judean Official Official Official Official 
Epistolary Epistolary Epistolary Epistolary ScriptScriptScriptScript of  of  of  of 

early 6early 6early 6early 6thththth c c c c.... BCE BCE BCE BCE    

Judean Judean Judean Judean ScriptScriptScriptScript    
of of of of late late late late 8888thththth century BCE century BCE century BCE century BCE    

    

Modern ScriptModern ScriptModern ScriptModern Script5    MeshaMeshaMeshaMesha Paleo Paleo Paleo Paleo----
Hebrew ScriptHebrew ScriptHebrew ScriptHebrew Script    

Of Of Of Of late 9late 9late 9late 9thththth c c c c.... BCE BCE BCE BCE    

 אשרה ליהוה

 כי גאה גאה 

  ihwhylihr ca 

ihag ihag iyk   

  ihw hylihr ca 

ihag ihag iyk 

 אשר ליהו

 כ גא גא 

  iwhylirca 

iagiagik  

15:1b15:1b15:1b15:1b    

    

 סס ורכבה

 רמה בימ

ihbk rwiss 

im ybihm r  

ihb kr w is s  

imyb ihmr  

 סס ורכבה6

 רמ בימ

hbkrwiss 

imybimr 

I עזי וזמרת יה   hyit rm zwiyzu ihyitr mz w iyz u  עזי וזמרת יה ihyitrmzwizu  

I לי לישעה  ויהי iyliyh yw 

 huc yl 

yliyhyw  

ihucyli  

 iucylilihyw לישע  ל ויה

 ylaihz זה אלי ואנוהו 

I whwnawi 

iw hw naw iylaihz  ihwnawilaiz זה אל ואנוה  

15:215:215:215:2    

 אלהי אבי 

 וארממנהו

I ybaiyhla 

 whnm m rawi 

yb aiyhla 

iwhn mm raw i 

 אלהי אב 

 הוארממנ

baiyhla 

ihnmmrawi 

caihw יהוה אש מלחמה  hy 

I hm jl m i 

icaihw hy 

ihmjlm 

 יהו אש 

 מלחמ 

caiwhy 

imjlmi 

15:315:315:315:3    

ihm יהוה שמה cihw hy ihmcihw hy היהו שמ ihmciwhy 

 מרכבת פרעה  

   וחילה

ihurpit bk rm  

Hlyjw  

hur p itb kr m 

hlyjw i 

 מרכבת פרע  

   וחילה

iurpitbkrm  

ihlyjw 

 

im ירה בימ ybihry imyb ihr y 

 

 imybiry  יר בימ

15:415:415:415:4    

wyclc ומבחר שלשיו irjbm w 

 

w yclcir jb mw 7
 wyclcirjbmw ומבחר שלשיו

http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#JEH
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_6.htm#jud_epi_scr
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_6.htm#Siloam_scr
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_6.htm#scr_pre_EBHP


EEEE----book book book book Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play ---- Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual Experience by David Steinberg by David Steinberg by David Steinberg by David Steinberg 

3 

Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9Reconstructed Text 9thththth----6666thththth c. BCE c. BCE c. BCE c. BCE    
((((JEHJEHJEHJEH Style Spelling Style Spelling Style Spelling Style Spelling1))))    

Reconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text PreReconstructed Text Pre----9999thththth BCE BCE BCE BCE2    
Phoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style EpigraphyPhoenician Style Epigraphy3    

Vs.Vs.Vs.Vs.    

Modern ScriptModern ScriptModern ScriptModern Script4    Judean Judean Judean Judean Official Official Official Official 
Epistolary Epistolary Epistolary Epistolary ScriptScriptScriptScript of  of  of  of 

early 6early 6early 6early 6thththth c c c c.... BCE BCE BCE BCE    

Judean Judean Judean Judean ScriptScriptScriptScript    
of of of of late late late late 8888thththth century BCE century BCE century BCE century BCE    

    

Modern ScriptModern ScriptModern ScriptModern Script5    MeshaMeshaMeshaMesha Paleo Paleo Paleo Paleo----
Hebrew ScriptHebrew ScriptHebrew ScriptHebrew Script    

Of Of Of Of late 9late 9late 9late 9thththth c c c c.... BCE BCE BCE BCE    

ips m  טבעו בימ ספ ybiwubf ip s  myb iw ub f 

 

 ips mybiubf  טבע בימ ספ

iwm   תהמת יכסימו  ysk yit m ht  

 

  iw mys kyitm ht 

 

    imyskyitmht 15:515:515:515:5   כסימ תהמת י 

    

 ירדו במצלת 

  אבנ כמו

it lxm biwdry 

inbaiwm k  

itlxmb iw dr y 

inb aiw mk 

 

 ירד במצלת 

  אבנ כמ

iitlxmbidry  

inbaimk  

 ימנכ יהוה 

 נאדרי בכח 

I hwhyik nm y 

ijk biyrdan 

I ihw hyiknmy 

ijkb iyr dan 

 ימנכ יהו 

 נאדר בכח 

iwhyiknmy 

ijkbirdan  

15:615:615:615:6    

 ימנכ יהוה 

   איבתרעצ

hwhy ik nm y  

I byaixurt i  

 

ihw hyiknm y 

ib yaixur t 

 ימנכ יהו 

  תרעצ איב

iwhyiknmy 

ibyaixurt 

 וברב גאנכ 

 תהרס קמיכ 

srht ik nag ibrbw  

k ym qi 

I iknag ib r b w 

I ikymq is r ht 

 וברב גאנכ 

 תהרס קמיכ 

iknagibrbw 

ikymqisrht  

15:715:715:715:7    

 תשלח חרנכ 

 יאכלמו כקש

ik nrjijlct   

icqk iwm l k ay 

iknr jijlct 

icq kiw mlkay 

 

 תשלח חרנכ 

 יאכלמ כקש

iknrjijlct  

icqkimlkay 

 וברח אפיכ 

 נערמו מימ

ik ypaijrbw 

im ym iwm run 

 

ikyp aijr b w  

mm/ mymiw mr un  

 

 וברח אפיכ 

 נערמ מימ

J ikpajrbw 

mymimrun 

 

 נד  ונצבו כמ

 נזלמ 

D niwm k iwbxn 

I m lzni 

dniw mkiw b xn 

imlz ni 

 נד  נצב כמ

 נזלמ 

idnimkibxn 

imlzn 

15:815:815:815:8    

 קפאו תהמת 

 ימ בלב

t m ht iwapq  

I m yibl bi 

tmhtiw ap q  

imyib lb i 

 קפא תהמת

 ימ בלב

itmhtiapq 

imyiblb 
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ibyairm אמר איב  a  ib yair ma  אמר איב ibyairma  

ig  ארדף אשג caipdra ig caip dr a ארדף אשג  igcaipdra 

illciqlja illciq  אח׳לק שלל lja אח׳לק שלל  illciqlja 

iycpn  תמלאמו נפשי iwm al m t  iycp niw malmt תמלאמ נפש  icpnimalmt 

iybrjiqra iyb  ארק חרבי r jiq r a ארק חרב  ibrjiqra 

15:915:915:915:9    

iydyi  ידי תורשמו wm crwt  iydy iw mcr w t יד תורשמ  idyimcrwt 

חכ נשפת בר  

 כסמו ימ 

ik jwrbit pcn 

im yiwm sk  

ikjw r b itp cn 

imyiw ms k 

 נשפת ברחכ 

 כסמו ימ 

ikjwrbitpcn 

imyimsk 

15:1015:1015:1015:10    

 צללו כעפרת

 במימ אדרמ  

it rpuk iwllx 

im rdaim ym b 

itr p ukiw llx 

imr daimymb  

 צלל כעפרת

 במימ אדרמ  

itrpukillx 

imrdaimymb 

 כמכה  מי

  באלמ יהוה 

hk m k iym  

I hwhyim labi 

I hw hyimlab  

ihkmk iym 

 מכמכ 

  באלמ יהו 

ikmkm  

iwhyimlab 

 מי כמכה 

  נאדר בקדש 

ihk m k iym  

I cdqbirdan 

I cdq b ir dan 

ihkmk iym 

 מכמכ 

  נאדר בקדש 

iikmkm 

icdqbirdan 

15:1115:1115:1115:11    

 נורא תהלת 

  עשה פלא

it lht iarwn  

ial pihcu 

itlhtiar w n 

ialp ihcu 

 נורא תהלת 

  עשה פלא

itlhtiarwn  

ialpicu 

ik נטת ימנכ  nm yit fn  iknmyit fn  נטת ימנכ iknmyitfn  15:1215:1215:1215:12    

ixraiwm תבלעמו ארצ ul bt  ixr aiw mulb t תבלעמ ארצ ixraimulbt 

15:1315:1315:1315:13    

    

 נחת בחסדכ 

 זו גאלת  עמ

ik dsjbit yjn 

 it lag iwzim u 

ikds jb it yjn 

 itlag iw z imu 

 נחת בחסדכ 

 ז גאלת  עמ

ikdsjbitjn 

 itlagizimu 
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 נהלת בעזכ 

 נוה קדשכ אל

ik zubit lhn  

ik cdqihw nila 

ikz ub itlhn 

ikcdq ihw nila 

 נהלת בעזכ 

 נו קדשכ אל

ikzubitlhn  

ikcdqiwnila 

im שמעו עממ ירגזנ  m uiwum c 

I nzg ry 

I mmuiw umc 

I nz gr y 

 שמע עממ 

 ירגזנ 

immuiumc 

inzgry  

15:115:115:115:14444    

 חל אחז 

 ישבי פלשת

izjailj 

I t cl piybcy 

iz jailj 

itclp iyb cy 

 חל אחז 

 ישבי פלשת

izjailj 

itclpibcy 

 אז נבהלו

   אלפי אדמ

iwlhbniza 

I m daiypla 

I iw lhb niz a 

mdaiyp la 

 אז נבהל

   אלפי אדמ

ilhbniza 

imdaiypla  

 אילי מואב 

 יאחזמו רעד 

Bam iylya 

iduriwm zjayi 

idur iw mz jayi 

idur iw mz jayi 

 אילי מאב 

 יאחזמ רעד 

Bamiylya 

idurimzjayi 

15:115:115:115:15555    

 נמגו 

  כל ישבי כנענ

ybcyil k iwg m n  

inunk i 

w g mn 

inunkiyb cyi lki 

 נמג 

 כל ישבי כנענ

gmn 

inunkiybcyilki 

 תפל עליהמ 

 אימתה ופחד

im hyluil pt  

idjpwiht m ya 

hyluilp t 

idjp w ihtmya 

 תפל עליהמ   

 אימת ופחד 

 mhyluilpt 

idjpwihtmya 

 ל זרעכ בגד

 ידמו כאבנ 

ik urzildg b 

I nbak iwm dy 

kur z ildg b  

inb akiw mdyi 

 בגדל זרעכ 

 ידמ כאבנ

ikurzildgb 

inbakimdy 

 יעבר  עד

 עמכ יהוה

I irbuyidu 

hwhy ik m u 

ir b uyidu 

ihw hyikmu 

 יעבר  עד

 עמכ יהו

irbuyidu 

iwhyikmu 

15:1615:1615:1615:16    

 יעבר עד

 זו קנת עמ

I irbuyidu 

t nqiwzim u 

r b uyidu 

itnq iw z imui 

 יעבר עד

  עמ ז קנת

irbuyidu 

itnqizimu 

iwm תבאמו ותטעמו     15:1715:1715:1715:17 abt  iw muftw iw mab t  תבאמה ותטעמה Hmuftwihmabt 
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iwm בהר נחלתכ uft w 

ik t ljnI irhb 

iktljnir hb  iktljnirhbi בהר נחלתכ 

 מכנ לשבתכ 

 פעלת יהוה 

ik t bclink m  

I hwhyit lup  

I  iktb clinkm 

hw hyitlup  

 מכנ לשבתכ 

יהופעלת   

iktbclinkm 

iwhyitlup 

 מקדש אדני 

 כננו ידיכ

iyndai cdqm  

K ydyiwn nk  

I iyndaicdq m 

kydy iw nnk 

 מקדש אדנ 

 כננ ידיכ

indaicdqm 

ikydyinnk  

 יהוה ימלכ     15:115:115:115:18888

 לעלמ ועד

ik l m yihwhy i 

I duwim lul 

I iklmyihw hy i 

duw imlul 

 יהו ימלכ 

 לעלמ ועד

iklmyiwhyi 

iduwimlul 

 
                                                

1 Vowel letters at ends of words; rare vowel letters within words where attested for similar forms in JEH.... 

2 N.b. Due to the paucity of inscriptions from the tenth and early ninth centuries BCE we do not, in fact, know we do not, in fact, know we do not, in fact, know we do not, in fact, know 
whether such spelling conventions as may have existed more closely resembled those ofwhether such spelling conventions as may have existed more closely resembled those ofwhether such spelling conventions as may have existed more closely resembled those ofwhether such spelling conventions as may have existed more closely resembled those of Phoenician (no vowel  Phoenician (no vowel  Phoenician (no vowel  Phoenician (no vowel 
letters)letters)letters)letters) or those of epigraphic Hebrew (vowel letters at least at the ends of words). N.b., not a single poem in the 
MT can be dated on non-linguistic grounds to the period prior to the tenth century at the earliest ( see Robertson 
1972  p. 3). 

3 No vowel letters. 

4 Final letter forms not used to reflect Paleo-Hebrew spelling. 

5 Final letter forms not used to reflect Paleo-Hebrew spelling. 

6 At this period the inflection was /ááááhu/. 
7 At this period the inflection was /ááááyyyyhu/. 
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