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Vocalization of the Siloam Inscription
Reconstructed First Temple Vocalization and Transposition into Tiberian

Graphemes Adapted from Beyer:

N.b. The Guidelines I Have Used in Reconstructing the Pronunciation of First Temple Period
Hebrew are found at http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb é.htm#guidelines
In this Paleo-Hebrew inscription: (a) the words are separated by dots; (b) there is no
division by paragraph or sentence; and, (c) writing is generally continuous with the

breaks between lines occurring whenever space runs out i.e. in any place within or

between words.

See also -

- Richter's Transcription (p. 41) http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb.htm#richter99_inscr

- Vocalization of the Siloam Inscription by David Steinberg

http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_siloam_ds.pdf

- Biblical Hebrew Poetry and Word Play - Reconstructing the Original Oral, Aural and Visual
Experience http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb.htm



http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_6.htm#guidelines
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Paleo-Hebrew_alphabet
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb.htm#richter99_inscr
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_siloam_ds.pdf
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb.htm

Line Reconstructed Vocalization [EBHP] Original Orthography My own very literal
Transposed into Latin Characters Modern Script3 Judean Script translation
Tiberian Graphemes? of late 8th century BCE*
1 na'pan (Al | ... tamm] napan [nn] AgRyATAr¥] ... | ... its tunnelling was
93,7 A%'n a1’y | hinnagi‘bor: q27 70 AN | AggrA4g4-agAa-a=x | completed. And this
na'pin | wa'ze: ha'yo: da,bar nAPIN | oxpuygrgarRaprog how its breakthrough
(AR DD'IN hinnaqi'bo: bi'co:d naxnaImYa was made. While the
Da'yRa] Tiy'a [hah-ho:si'bi:m [NX PDIN miners were still
meni:'pi:m wielding the
,at-]
2 10" HR, WK 1130 | tag-gar'zin 'i$ il W7 OR WR N (04T wT7==4\2 | pick (the gangs
nR's WH'w Tip'a) | ri‘cerw wabi'co:d nnaR whw TIpas -VT-WAV-A’(OJ’( digging) toward one
y[n'wiap'lnd sa'lo:§ 'am'mo:t apland “jw]jﬂ,ﬂ/ another; while there
D WK 5!’. lahinna'qib [nas'mac] pIAws ?.w_‘_./?. still remained 3
,qo:1’i:$ go: D WK z7p cubits to be
tunnelled; a man
shouting to his fellow
was heard
3 m'n ™ OR, R | ric il ritcerw ki 197 HR R[] %°4:¢7-1%4] [ as there was a crack
7] ['—)gn'w'n] ”TI' ha'yata: 'zeda: bas- 9R%3a A7 DO 47 9. Aa=x4A.%y | in the rock running
n0%,a14mn, Jga | sur ,miy-ya'mi:n ] 1N a/‘.jw.“,(.] 1977 from south (to north
wa,min-[nas-Sam"o:l] ; or right to left). So
wabi yo:m hi [27:?::: A on the day its break
4 pa'vna 120" na'p: | nnagi'bo: ‘hiku: hah- naXMA 127 Nap: 5= RAyAA997 | through was
' ﬁ".P’? w | hoisi'bizm ’i:$ lag,ro:t WA nph WK -’(u\-n\?/w-\- accomplished, the
125" 113 S, 11 ri‘te:w gar'zin cal [3] 5 11 j,u\a,\]/,.],a,“ miners struck, one
gar'zin waya'liku: 195" d-]v’éln(- gang toYvards tr\e
other, pick against
pick; and
5 N®'inn-1n, o'na [ ham-me:m min-nam- RYINM I NN T AYII%)A | the water flowed
n;j';m ’7& mo:'so: il-hab- "ARNA T9930 YR .ﬁ\jcigﬁ\./\-. [n.b.waw
n]'n'xna | ba'rika: bimi'a'te:m AN 89R [1 N] ﬂj_‘.:]/\.,,ﬁp,_‘.ﬂ consecutive] from
[X]D,1 nR' ‘J'??S'[] wa'"alp "amma: [R] oty the source to the

wa mi’'a

pool, a distance of



http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_abb_dia.htm#EBHphonetic
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_6.htm#transpos_tb
http://www.houseofdavid.ca/anc_heb_6.htm#Siloam_scr

1,200 cubits. A
hundred

70 Rk’ n |t "amma: ha'ya: 133 0 R 0| AFTARAINALAAST* | cubits was the height
q¥n-n3a, [0 ’7;7' ,gubh-has-su:r cal S aﬂgﬂﬂﬂ-w-\w\-ﬁ of the rock over the
a'van wNe | .ro:s hah-ho:si'bizm [n]axnn wra 5y head of the miners.

1 Althebraische Grammatik: Laut- und Formenlehre by Klaus Beyer: Géttingen : Vandenhoeck &

Ruprecht, 1969 p.68.

2 For simplicity's sake, | transposed both [0:] and [0:] as holem in this example.
3 In my transcription | have replaced separation dots by spaces and have not used final forms of

letters in order to better reflect the original.

4 Legible photo and line drawing found at http://www.katapi.org.uk/BAndS/SiloamInscription.htm .
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