JEWISH THEOLOGY

CHAPTER I

TaE MEANING OF THEOLOGY

1. The name Theology, “the teaching concerning God,”
is taken from Greek philosophy. It was used by Plato and
Aristotle to denote the knowledge concerning God and things
godly, by which they meant the branch of Philosophy later
called Metaphysics, after Aristotle. In the Christian Church
the term gradually assumed the meaning of systematic ex-
position of the creed, a distinction being made between
Rational, or Natural Theology, on the one hand, and Dogmatic
Theology, on the other! In common usage Theology is
understood to be the presentation of one specific system of
faith after some logical method, and a distinction is made
between Historical and Systematic Theology. The former
traces the various doctrines of the faith in question through
the different epochs and stages of culture, showing their his-
torical process of growth and development; the latter pre-
sents these same doctrines in comprehensive form as a fixed
system, as they have finally been elaborated and accepted
upon the basis of the sacred scriptures and their authoritative
interpretation.

2. Theology and Philosophy of Religion differ widely in
their character. Theology deals exclusively with a specific
religion; in expounding one doctrinal system, it starts from

! Compare Heinrici: Theologische Encyclopaedie, p. 4; Enc. Brit. art. The-
ology.
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