CHAPTER XIII

Tee ONE AND ONLY GOD

1. From the very beginning no Jewish doctrine was so
firmly proclaimed and so heroically defended as the belief in
the One and Only God. This constitutes the essence and
foundation of Judaism. However slowly the people learned
that there could be no gods beside the One God, and that
consequently all the pagan deities were but ‘“naught and
vanity,” the Judaism of the Torah starts with the proclama-
tion of the Only One, and later Judaism marches through the
nations and ages of history with a never-silent protest against
polytheism of every kind, against every division of the God-
head into parts, powers, or persons.

2, It is perfectly clear that divine pedagogy could not well
have demanded of a people immature and untrained in re-
ligion, like Israel in the wilderness period, the immediate
belief in the only one God and in none else. Such a belief is
the result of a long mental process; it is attained only after
centuries of severe struggle and crisis. Instead of this, the
Decalogue of Sinai demanded of the people that they worship
only the God of the Covenant who had delivered them from
Egypt to render them His people.! But, as they yielded more
and more to the seductive worship of the gods of the Canaanites
and their other neighbors, the law became more rigid in pro-
hibiting such idolatrous practices, and the prophets poured
forth their unscathing wrath against the “stiff-necked people”

1 Lev. XIX, 4; XXVI, 1; IsaiahII, 8, 11; Psalm XCVI, s.
82
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and endeavored by unceasing warnings and threats to win
them for the pure truth of monotheism.!

3- The God of Sinai proclaims Himself in the Decalogue
as a “jealous God,” and not in vain. He cannot tolerate
other gods beside Himself. Truth can make no concession
to untruth, nor enter into any compromise with it without
self-surrender. A pagan religion could well afford to admit
foreign gods into its pantheon without offending the ruling
deities of the land. On the contrary, their realm seemed
rather to be enlarged by the addition. It was also easy to
blend the cults of deities originally distinct and unite many
divinities under a composite name, and by this process create
a system of worship which would either comprise the gods of
many lands or even merge them into one large family. This
was actually the state of the various pagan religions at the
time of the decline of antiquity. But such a procedure could
never lead towards true monotheism. It lacks the concep-
tion of an inner unity, without which its followers could not
grasp the true idea of God as the source and essence of all
life, both physical and spiritual. Only the One God of reve-
lation made the world really one. In Him alone heaven and
earth, day and night, growth and decay, the weal and woe of
individuals and nations, appear as the work of an all-ruling
Power and Wisdom, so that all events in nature and history
are seen as parts of one all-comprising plan.?

4. It is perfectly true that a wide difference of view exists
between the prohibition of polytheism and idolatry in the
Decalogue and the proclamation in Deuteronomy of the unity
of God, and, still more, between the law of the Pentateuch
and the prophetic announcement of the day when Israel’s

! Comp. Ex. XX, 3; XXII, 19; XXIII, 13; with Deut. VI, 4; IV, 35, 39;
XXXII, 39; Isaiah XL to XLVIII.

? See Dillmann, L. ¢, 235-241; D. F. Strauss, L. ¢., 402-408; A. B. Davidson:
Theology of 0. T., p. 105; 149 f.
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