CHAPTER XXVII

MiracLEs aND THE Cosmic ORDER

1. “Who is like unto Thee, O Lord, among the mighty ?
Who is like unto Thee, glorious in holiness,
Fearful in praises, doing wonders! "1

Thus sang Israel at the Red Sea in words which are cons1i31_1t1y
reéchoed in our liturgy. Nothing impresses the rehgl(?us
sense of man so much as unusual phenomena in nature, which
seem to interrupt the wonted course of events.and thus to
reveal the workings of a higher Power. A mlracle-—thzft
is, a thing ‘“wondered” at, because r%ot ”undcrs‘t‘ood —”12
always regarded by Scripture as a -“51g_n. 2 or - proofh

of the power of God, to whom nothing is 1m130551blc'. The
child-like mind of the past knew nothing of ﬁxe.:d or immu-
table laws of nature. Therefore the question is plii:4 m“a,]l
simplicity : “Is anything too hard for the Lord? Is
the Lord’s hand waxed short?” % “Or should He w%'m creaifed
heaven and earth not be able to create something whu:’h
never was before?” ¢ Should “He who maketh a man’s
mouth, or makes him deaf, dumb, seeing or blind,” 7 not be
able also to open the mouth of the dumb beast or the eyes
of the blind? Should not He who killeth ar}d glveth life
have the power also to call the dead back to life, if He sees
fit? Should not He who openeth the womb for every birth,
be able to open it for her who is ninety years old? Or when a

1 Ex. XV, 11. ® Oth, sign for miracle, Ex. IV, 8, 17, and e%sewhere.
8 Mopheth, Ex. VII, 3, and elsewhere. 4 Gen., XVIII, 14.

5 Num. XI, 23, 8 Ex, XXXIV, 10; Num. XVI, 30. 7 Ex. IV, 11.
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whole land is wicked, to.shut the wombs of all its inhabitants
that they may remain barren? Again, should not He who
makes the sun come forth €very morning from the gates of
the East and enter each night the portals of the West, not
be able to change this order once, and cause it to stand still in
the midst of its course? !

So long as natural phenomena are considered to be sep-
arate acts of the divine will, an unusual event is merely an
extraordinary manifestation of this same power, “the finger
of God.”  The people of Biblical times never questioned
whether a miracle happened or could happen. Their concern
was to see it as the work of the arm of God either for His
faithful ones or against His adversaries.

2. With the advance of thought, miracles began to be
regarded as interruptions of an established order of creation.
The question then arose, why the all-knowing Creator should
allow deviations from His own laws. As the future was
present to Him at the outset, why did He not make provision
in advance for such special cases as He foresaw? This was
exactly the remedy which the rabbis furnished. They de-
clared that at Creation God provided for certain extraor-
dinary events, so that a latent force, established for the pur-
pose at the beginning of the world, is responsible for incidents
which appeared at the time to be true interferences with the
world order. Thus God had made a special covenant, as it
were, with the work of creation that at the appointed time
the Red Sea should divide before Israel; that sun and moon
should stand still at the bidding of Joshua; that fire should
not consume the three youths, Hananel, Mishael, and Aza-
riah; that the Sea-monster should spit forth Jonah alive;
together with other so-called miracles.2 The same idea

! Josh. X, T2-14. See Joel: “D. Mosaismus u, d. Wunder,” in Jb. d. Jued,
Gesch. u. Lit., 1904, p. 66—g4.

* Mek. Beshallah 3; Gen.R. V, 4.
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