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ing miracle and revelation, God and immortality were scarcely
shared by the majority of Jews, who, no doubt, sided rather
with the mystics, and found their mouthpiece in Abraham
ben David of Posquieres, the fierce opponent of Maimonides.
An impartial Jewish theology must therefore take cognizance
of both sides; it must include the mysticism of Isaac Luria
and Sabbathai Horwitz as well as the rationalism of Albo and
Leo da Modena. Wherever is voiced a new doctrine or a
new view of life and life’s duty, which yet bears the imprint
of the Jewish consciousness, there the well-spring of divine
inspiration is seen pouring forth its living waters.

7. Even the latest interpretation of the Law, offered by
a disciple who is recognized for true conscientiousness in
religion, was revealed to Moses on Sinai, according to a
Rabbinical dictum.! Thus is exquisitely expressed the idea
of a continuous development of Israel’s religious truth. Asa
safeguard against arbitrary individualism, there was the prin-
ciple of loyalty and proper regard for tradition, which is aptly
termed by Professor Lazarus a “historical continuity.”? The
Midrashic statement is quite significant that other creeds
founded on our Bible can only adhere to the letter, but the
Jewish religion possesses the key to the deeper meaning hidden
and presented in the fraditional interpretation of the Scrip-
tures.® That is, for Judaism Holy Scripture in its literal sense
is not the final word of God ; the Bible is rather a living spring
of divine revelation, to be kept ever fresh and flowing by the
active force of the spirit. To sum up: Judaism, far from
offering a system of beliefs and ceremonies fixed for all time,
is as multifarious and manifold in its aspects as is life itself.
It comprises all phases and characteristics of both a national
and a world religion.

! See Yer. Hag., I, 76, and elsewhere.

? Ethics of Judaism, I, 8-10; Geiger: J. Z., IX, 263.

3See Pesik. R., V, p. 146; Midr. Tanhuma, ed. Buber, Wayera 6 and Ki
Thissa. 17. Comp. the legend of Moses and Akiba, Men. 29 b.

CHAPTER 1III
THE ESSENCE OF THE RELIGION OF JUDAISM

1. We have seen how difficult it is to define Judaism clearly
and adequately, including its manifold tendencies and insti-
tutions. Still it is necessary that we reach a full under-
standing of the essence of Judaism as it manifested itself in
all periods of its history,! and that we single out the funda-
mental idea which underlies its various forms of existence
and its different movements, both intellectual and spiritual.
There can be no disputing the fact that the central idea of
Judaism and its life purpose is the doctrine of the One Only
and Holy God, whose kingdom of truth, justice and peace
is to be universally established at the end of time. This is
the main teaching of Scripture and the hope voiced in the
liturgy; while Israel’s mission to defend, to unfold and to
propagate this truth is a corollary of the doctrine itself and
cannot be separated from it. Whether we regard it as Law
or a system of doctrine, as religious truth or world-mission,
this belief pledged the little tribe of Judah to a warfare of
many thousands of years against the hordes of heathendom
with all their idolatry and brutality, their deification of man
and their degradation of deity to human rank. It betokened
a battle for the pure idea of God and man, which is not to
end until the principle of divine holiness has done away with
every form of life that tends to degrade and to disunite man-
kind, and until Israel’'s Only One has become the unifying
power and the highest ideal of all humanity.

1 Comp. Geiger: Nackhgel. Schr., I1, 37-41; also his Jud. u. 5. Gesch.,
I, 20-35; Beck: D. Wesen d. Judenthums; Eschelbacher: D. Judenthum u. d.
Wesen d. Christenthums; Schreiner, L. c., 26—34.

15







