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trast of good, as shade is but the contrast of light. Evil can
be overcome by each individual, as he realizes his own solemn
duty and the divine will. Its only existence is in the field of
morality, where it is a test of man’s freedom and power. Evil
is within man, and against it he is to wage the battles of life,
until his victory signalizes the triumph of the divine in his
own nature.!

1See H. Cohen: Ethik des reinen Willens, 282 f., 341 f.,. 428 1., 503:
“FEine Macht des Boesen gibt es nur im Mythos.” “Dieser Mythos furf:hrt
folgerichtiz zum mythologischen Gottmenschen.” M. Joel, in his article,
“Der Mosaismus und das Heidenthum,” in J. B. j. Gesch. u. Lit., 104, p. 40—
66, ascribes the belief in demons to Greek influence. He holds that the pro-
phetic teaching of God’s unity was the best bulwark against demonology and
mysticism.
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CHAPTER XXXII
GoD AND THE INTERMEDIARY POWERS

1. In addition to the angels who carried out God’s will
in the universe, the Biblical and post-Biblical literature recog-
nizes other divine powers which mediate between Him and
the world of man. The more a seer or thinker became con-
scious of the spirituality and transcendency of God, the more
he felt the gulf between the infinite Spirit and the world of the
senses. In order to bridge this gap, the Deity was replaced by
one of His manifestations which could appear and act in a
world circumscribed by space and time! As we found in
prophecy the direct revelation of God giving way to a mediat-
ing angel, so either “the Glory” or “the Name” of JHVH
takes the place of God himself. That is, instead of God’s
own being, His reflected radiance or the power invested in
His name descends from on high. The rabbis kept the direct
revelation of God for the hallowed past or the desired future,
but at the same time they needed a suitable term for the
presence of God; they therefore coined the word Shekinak
— “the divine Condescension” or “Presence” — to be used
instead of the Deity himself. Thus the verse of the Psalm : 2
“God standeth in the congregation of God,” is translated by
the Targum, “The divine Presence (Shekinah) resteth upon

! See Dillmann, 1, c., 341-351; Weber, L. c., 177-190; Bousset, I. c., 336,
346; Davidson, L. c., 36-38, 115-120; Schechter, Aspects, P. 21—45; Schmiedl,
L ¢, 35-48; J. E., art. Holy Spirit; Logos; Memra; Metatron; Name of
God; Shekinah; Ene. Rel. and Eth., I, 308-312.

2 Ps. LXXXII, 1.
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