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became conscious of it.”* Here he claims the glory of being
a son of God for Israel, but not for all men. Still, as soon as
the likeness of man to God is taken in a spiritual sense, then
it is implied that all men have the same capacity for being a
son of God which is claimed for Israel. This is unquestion-
ably the view of Judaism when it considers the Torah as en-
trusted to Israel to bring light and blessing to all the families
of men. Rabbi Meir, the disciple of Rabbi Akiba, said:
“The Scriptural words, ‘The statutes and ordinances which
man shall do and live thereby,” and similar expressions indi-
cate that the final aim of Judaism is not attained by the
Aaronide, nor the Levite, nor even the Israelite, but by man-
kind.” * Such a saying expresses clearly and emphatically
that God’s fatherly love extends to all men as His children.
6. According to the religious consciousness of modern Israel
man is made in God’s image, and is thus a child of God. Con-
sequently Jew and non-Jew, saint and sinner have the same
claim upon God’s paternal love and mercy. There is no
distinction in favor of Israel except as he lives a higher and
more god-like life. Even those who have fallen away from
God and have committed crime and sin remain God’s children.
If they send up their penitent cry to the throne of God,
“Pardon us, O Father, for we have sinned! Forgive us, O
King, for we have done evil!”; their prayer is heard by the
heavenly Father exactly like that of the pious son of Israel.

 Aboth III, 13, quoted above, Chap. XXXIV, par. 6.
* Sifra Ahare 13, p. 86.

CHAPTER XLI

PRAYER AND SACRIFICE

1. The gap between man and the sublime Master of the
universe is vast, but not absolute. The thoughts of God are
high above our thoughts, and the ways of God above our
ways, baffling our reason when we endeavor to solve the
vexatious problems of destiny, of merit and demerit, of ret-
ribution and atonement. Yet religion offers a wondrous
medium to bring the heart of man into close communion with
Him who is enthroned above the heavens, one that overleaps
all distances, removes all barriers, and blends all dissonances
into one great harmony, and that is — Prayer. As the child
must relieve itself of its troubles and sorrows upon the bosom
of its mother or father in order to turn its pain into gladness,
so men at all times seek to approach the Deity, confiding to
Him all their fears and longings in order to obtain peace of
heart. Prayer, communion between the human soul and
the Creator, is the glorious privilege enjoyed by man alone
among all creatures, as he alone is the child of God. It
voices the longing of the human heart for its Father in heaven.
As the Psalmist has it, “ My soul thirsteth for God, for the
living God.” !

2. However, both language, the means of intercourse be-
tween man and man, and prayer, the means of intercourse
between man and God, show traces of a slow development
lasting for thousands of years, until the loftiest thoughts and

1 ps. XLII, 3.
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