CHAPTER XLVII

TaE MoraL ELEMENTS OF CIVILIZATION

1. Because Judaism sees the attainment of human perfec-
tion only when the divine in man has reached complete de-
velopment through the unimpeded activity of all his spiritual,
moral, and social forces, it insists upon the full recognition of
all branches of human society as instruments of man’s eleva-
tion, either individually or collectively. It deprecates the
idea that any force or faculty of human life be regarded as
unholy and therefore be suppressed. It thus rejects on prin-
ciple monastic renunciation and isolation, pointing to the
Scriptural verse, “He who formed the earth created it not
a waste; He formed it to be inhabited.!”

2. Accordingly Judaism regards the establishment of
family life through marriage as a duty obligatory on man-
kind, and sees in the entrance into the marital relation an act
of life’s supreme consecration. In contrast to the celibacy
sanctioned by the Church and approved by the rabbis only
under certain conditions, and exceptionally for their holy
exercises by the Essenes, the Tannaite R. Eliezer pronounces
the man who through bachelorhood shirks the duty of rearing
children to be guilty of murder against the human race.
Another calls him a despoiler of the divine image. Another
rabbi says that such a one renounces his privilege of true
humanity, in so far as only in the married state can happiness,
blessing, and peace be attained.? It is significant as to the
spirit of Judaism that, while other religions regard the celi-
bacy of the priests and saints as signs of highest sanctity, the
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Jewish law expressly commands that the high priest shall not
be allowed to observe the solemn rites of the Day of Atone-
ment if unmarried.! Love for the wife, the keeper and guar-
dian of the home, must attune his heart to tenderness and
sympathy, if he is to plead for the people before the Holy God.
He can make intercession for the household of Israel only if
he himself has founded a family, in which are practiced faith-
fulness and modesty, love and regard for the life-companion,
all the domestic virtues inherited from the past.

3. Another moral factor for human development is indus-
try, which secures to the individual his independence and his
dignity when he engages in creative labor after the divine
pattern, and which rewards him with comfort and the joy of
life. This also is so highly valued by Judaism that industrial
activity, which unlocks from the earth ever new treasures to
enrich human life, is enjoined upon all, even those pursuing
more spiritual vocations. ‘‘Seest thou a man diligent in his
business? He shall stand before kings.”? “When thou
eatest the labor of thy hands, happy art thou and it shall be
well with thee.”® In commenting on this last verse, the sages
say: ‘“This means that thou wilt be doubly blessed; happy
art thou in this world, and it shall be well with thee in the
world to come.”* Again they say, “No labor, however
humble, is dishonoring,”? also: ‘‘Idleness, even amid great
wealth, leads to the wasting of the intellect.”® Moreover it is
said, “Whoever neglects to train his son to a trade, rears him
to become a robber.”? True, there were some among the
pious who themselves abstained from participation in indus-
try, and therefore proclaimed, in the same tenor as the Sermon
on the Mount, “Behold the beasts of the field and the birds of
heaven, they sow not and reap not, and their heavenly Father

'Yomal, 1. 2 Prov. XXII, 29. 2 Ps, CXXVIII, 2.
4 Ber. 8 a. & Ned. 49 b. 8 Keth. V, 5, 50 b.
7 Kid. 29 a; comp. R. Simeon b. Yohai, Mek. Beshallah, 56.







