322 JEWISH THEOLOGY

excluded and denied both temporal and eternal 'happiness.
Each one has singled out one side of human nature in ?rdcr to
link to it the entire absolute truth, but at the same tl'mc has
underestimated or cast aside all other sides of human 1'1fe, and
thereby blocked the road to complete truth, which can
never be presented in final form, nor ever be‘the exc!usnjc
possession of one portion of humanity. Judaism, 'w}:u:h is
neither a religious nor a national system solely, but aims to be
a covenant with God uniting all peoples, lays claim to no
exclusive truth, and makes its appeal to no sing}c group of
mankind. The Messianic hope, which aims to unite all races
and classes of men into a bond of brotherhood, has become an
impelling force in the history of the world', an.d both Chn%-
tianity and Islam, in so far as they owe L‘helr t:XlStET.lCC to this
hope and to the adoption of Jewish teachings, (:OnSt'lt!:lte pa..rts
of the history of Judaism. Between these world-religions w%th
their wide domains of civilization stands %he little ]e'w'lsh
people as a cosmopolitan element. It points to an ideal
future, with a humanity truly united in God, when, th.rough
ceaseless progress in the pursuit of ever more perfect .1de£j,ls,
truth, justice, and peace will triumph,—to the realization
of the kingdom of God.

PART III

ISRAEL AND THE KINGDOM OF GOD

CHAPTER XLVIII

THE ELECTION OF ISRAEL

1. The central point of Jewish theology and the key to an
understanding of the nature of Judaism is the doctrine, “God
chose Israel as His people.” The election of Israel as the
chosen people of God, or, what amounts to the same, as the
nation whose special task and historic mission it is to be the
bearer of the most lofty truths of religion among mankind,
forms the basis and the chief condition of revelation. Before
God proclaimed the Ten Words of the Covenant on Sinai,
He addressed the people through His chosen messenger,
Moses, saying : “Ye have seen what I did unto the Egyptians,
and how I bore you on eagles’ wings, and brought you unto
Myself. Now therefore, if ye will hearken unto My voice,
indeed, and keep My covenant, then ye shall be Mine own
treasure from among all peoples, for all the earth is Mine;
and ye shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and a holy
nation.” !

2. The fact of Israel’s election by God as His peculiar
nation is repeated in Deuteronomy, with the special declara-
tion that God had found delight in them as the smallest of
the peoples, on account of the love and the faith He had sworn
to the Patriarchs.? It is accentuated in the Synagogal liturgy,

! Ex. XIX, 4-5.
?Deut. VII, 6-8; X, 15 ; XIV, 2. Comp. Schechter : Aspects, 57 1,
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