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in the election and mission of Israel. The founders of reform
Judaism have cast this ancient doctrine in a new form. On
the one hand, they have reinterpreted the Messianic hope
in the prophetic spirit, as the realization of the highest ideals
of a united humanity. On the other, they have rejected the
entire theory that Israel was exiled from his ancient land
because of his sins, and that he is eventually to return there
and to restore the sacrificial cult in the Temple at Jerusalem.
Therefore the whole view concerning Israel’s future had to
undergo a transformation.! The historic mission of Israel as
priest of humanity and champion of truth assumed a higher
meaning, and his peculiar position in history and in the Law
necessarily received a different interpretation from that of
Talmudic Judaism or that of the Church. As individuals,
indeed, many Jews have taken part in the achievements and
efforts of all civilized peoples; the Jewish people as such has
accomplished great things in only one field, the field of reli-
gion. The following chapters will consider more closely
how Judaism has taken up and carried out this sacred mission.

1 See Geiger : Zeitschr. 1868, p. 18 ff.; 1869, 55 fi.

CHAPTER XLIX

TaE Kmwepom oF GoD AND THE MISSION OF ISRAEL

1. The hope of Judaism for the future is comprised in the
phrase, ‘“the kingdom of God,” — malkuth shaddai or mal-
kuth Shamayim, — which means the sovereign rule of God.
From ancient times the liturgy of the Synagogue concludes
regularly with the solemn Alenu, in which God is addressed
as the “King of kings of kings” — king of kings being the
Persian title for the ruler of the whole Empire —and directly
after this the hope is expressed that “we may speedily behold
the glory of Thy might, when Thou wilt remove the abomina-
tions from the earth, and the idols will be utterly cut off;
when the world will be perfected under the kingdom of the
Almighty, and all the children of flesh will call upon Thy name;
when Thou wilt turn unto Thyself all the wicked of the earth.
Let all the inhabitants of the earth perceive and know that
unto Thee every knee must bend, and every tongue give
homage. Let them all accept the yoke of Thy kingdom,
and do Thou reign over them speedily, and forever and ever.” !
At the close of the Torah lesson in the house of learning the
assembly regularly recited the blessing, “Praised be Thy
name! May Thy kingdom soon come !”” — afterwards known
as the Kaddish,” and reéchoed in the so-called “Lord’s Prayer”
of the Church. The words of the prophet, “The Lord shall
be King over all the earth; in that day shall the Lord be One,
and His name One,” ? voiced for all ages this ideal of the future,
and thus gave a goal and a purpose to the history of the world

11. E., art. Alenu; Singer’s Pravyerb., 76 f.
27, E., art. Kaddish. # Zech. X1V, g.

331







