BN e

=1

JEWISH THEOLOGY

I. Gop

. Man’s consciousness of God, and divine revelation.
. God’s spirituality, His unity, His holiness, His perfection.

His relation to the world: Creation and Providence.

. His relation to man: His justice, His love and mercy.

II. Ma~

. Man’s God-childship; his moral freedom and yearning for God.

Sin and repentance; prayer and worship; immortality, reward and
punishment.
Man and humanity: the moral factors in history.

I11. IsraEL anD THE Kincpom ofF Gobp

. The priest-mission of Israel, its destiny as teacher and martyr among

the nations, and its Messianic hope.

The Kingdom of God: the nations and religions of the world in a
divine plan of universal salvation.

The Synagogue and its institutions.

. The ethics of Judaism and the Kingdom of God.

PART 1. GOD

A. GOD AS HE MAKES HIMSELF KNOWN TO MAN

CHAPTER V

Man’s CoNscIOUSNESS OF Gop AND BELIEF 1IN GoOD

1. Holy Writ employs two terms for religion, both of
which lay stress upon its moral and spiritual nature: Virath
Elohim — “fear of God’’ — and Daath Elohim — ‘““knowledge
or consciousness of God.” Whatever the fear of God may
have meant in the lower stages of primitive religion, in the
Biblical and Rabbinical conceptions it exercises a wholesome
moral effect; it stirs up the conscience and keeps man from
wrongdoing. Where fear of God is lacking, violence and
vice are rife;! it keeps society in order and prompts the
individual to walk in the path of duty. Hence it is called
“the beginning of wisdom.” 2 The divine revelation of Sinai
accentuates as its main purpose ‘‘to put the fear of God into
the hearts of the people, lest they sin.” 3

2. God-consciousness, or “knowledge of God,” signifies an
inner experience which impels man to practice the right and to
shun evil, the recognition of God as the moral power of life.
“Because there is no knowledge of God,” therefore do the
people heap iniquity upon iniquity, says Hosea, and he hopes
to see the broken covenant with the Lord renewed through

1Gen. XX, 11. 2 Ps, CXI, 10; Prov. IX, 10; Job XXVIII, 28.
? Ex. XX, 20.
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