CHAPTER LI

IsrRAEL, THE PEOPLE OF THE LAW, AND 1TS WORLD MISSION

1. Judaism differs from all the ancient religions chiefly
in its intrusting its truth to the whole people instead of a
special priesthood. The law which “Moses commanded us
is an inheritance of the Congregation of Jacob,”! is the
Scriptural lesson impressed upon every Jew in early child-
hood. As soon as the Torah passed from the care of the
priests into that of the whole nation, the people of the book
became the priest-nation, and set forth to conquer the world
by its religious truth. This aim was expressed by all the
prophets beginning with Moses, who said: “Would that all
the Lord’s people were prophets, that the Lord would put
His spirit upon them.”? The prophetic ideal was that “they
shall all know Me (God), from the least of them unto the
greatest of them,”? and that “all thy (Zion’s) children shall
be taught of the Lord.”* After the people came to realize
that the Law was “their wisdom and understanding in the
sight of the peoples,” 3 they soon felt the hope that one day
“the isles shall wait for His teaching,” ¢ and confidently
expected the time when “many peoples shall go and say,
Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to
the house of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His
ways, and we will walk in His paths, for out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.”?
Once liberated from the dominance of the priesthood, reli-
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gion became the instrument of universal instruction, the
factor of general spiritual and moral advancement. In
addition it endowed humanity with an educational ideal,
destined to regenerate its moral life far more deeply than
Greek culture could ever do. The object was to elevate all
classes of the people by the living word of God, by the read-
ing and expounding of the Scripture for the dissemination of
its truth among the masses.

2. Those who define Judaism as a religion of law com-
pletely misunderstand its nature and its historic forces.
This is done by all those Christian theologians who endeavor
to prove the extraordinary assertion of the apostle Paul that
the Jewish people was providentially destined to produce
the Old Testament law and become enmeshed in it, like
the silkworm in its cocoon, finally to dry up and perish,
leaving its prophetic truth for the Church. This fateful
misconception of Judaism is based upon a false interpretation
of the word Torak, which denotes moral and spiritual instruc-
tion as often as law, and thus includes all kinds of religious
teaching and knowledge together with its primary meaning,
the written and the oral codes.! In fact, in post-Biblical
times it comprised the entire religion, as subject of both
instruction and scientific investigation. True, law is funda-
mental in Jewish history; Israel accepted the divine cove-
nant on the basis of the Sinaitic code; the reforms of King
Josiah were founded on the Deuteronomic law;? and the
restoration of the Judean commonwealth was based upon the
completed Mosaic code brought from Babylon by Ezra the
Scribe.* This book of law, with its further development and
interpretation, remained the normative factor for Judaism
for all time. Still, from the very beginning the Law of the
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