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mountains, and shall be exalted above the hills.””1 “Qne
great mountain of the earth will be piled upon the other, and
Mount Zion will be placed upon the top as the culminating
point of all human ascents.” Taken in a figurative sense,
in which alone the saying is acceptable, this means that all
the heights of the various ideals will finally merge into the
loftiest of all ideals, when Israel’s one holy God will be ac-
knowledged as the One for whom all hearts yearn, whom all
minds seek as the Ideal of all ideals.

1Isa. IT, 2; Micah IV, 1; see Pesik 144 b; Midr. Teh. Ps. XXXVI, 6;
LXXXVII, 3.
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CHAPTER LII

ISRAEL, THE SERVANT OF THE LORD, MARTYR AND MESSIAH
OF THE NATIONS

1. “If there are ranks in suffering, Israel takes precedence.
If the duration of sorrows and the patience with which they
are borne, ennoble, the Jews are among the aristocracy of
every land. If a literature is called rich which contains a
few classic tragedies, what shall we say to a national
tragedy lasting for fifteen hundred years, in which the poets
and the actors are also the heroes?” With these classic
words Leopold Zunz introduces the history of sufferings
which have occasioned the hundreds of plaintive and peni-
tential songs of the Synagogue described in his book, Die
Synagogale Poesie des Mittelalters. They are the cries of a
nation of martyrs, resounding through the whole Jewish
liturgy, and appearing already in many of the Psalms: “Thou
hast given us like sheep to be eaten; and hast scattered us
among the nations. Thou makest us a taunt to our neigh-
bors, a scorn and a derision to them that are round about us,
All this is come upon us, yet have we not forgotten Thee,
neither have we been false to Thy covenant : Nay, for Thy
sake are we killed all the day; we are accounted as sheep
for the slaughter. Awake, why sleepest Thou, O Lord?
Arouse Thyself, cast not off forever. Wherefore hidest
Thou Thy face, and forgettest our affliction and our oppres-
sion?”! Thus the congregation of Israel laments; and
what is the answer of Heaven?

1 Ps. XLIV, 12-25.
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