CHAPTER LIII
TaE MESssianic Hore

. Recent investigators have brought to light many a
vision of an era of heavenly bliss brought about by some
powerful ruler, voiced in hoary antiquity by seer or singer in
addressing the royal masters of Babylon or Egypt.! But no
word in the entire vocabulary of ancient poetry or prose can
so touch the deeper chords of the heart, and so voice the
highest hopes of mankind, as does the name Messiah (“ God’s
anointed”). From a simple title for any of the kings of
Israel, it grew in meaning until it comprised the highest
hopes of the nation. The Jewish vision of the future was
not the twilight of the gods, which meant the end of the
world with its deities, but the dawn of a new world, bright
with the knowledge of God and blessed by the brotherhood
of man. This, the Messianic ideal, is the creation of the
prophetic genius of Israel, and in turn it influenced man’s
conception of God, lifting Him out of the national bounds,
and making Him the God of humanity, Ruler of history.
Israel’s Messianic hope has become the motive power of
civilization. In the time of deepest national humiliation
it gave the prophets their power to surmount the present
and soar to heights of vision; through it the Jewish people
attained their strength to resist oppression, buoyed up by
perfect confidence and sublime -hope. At the same time
its magic luster captivated the non-Jewish nations, spurring
them on to mighty deeds. Thus it has actually conquered

! See Gressmann : Urs pr. d. israel, u. jued. Eschatologie,— an instructive work,

but full of unsubstantiated assertions

;» thus failing to do justice to the creative
genius of the Jewish prophets.
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the whole world of man. With every step in'culture- it
points forward to higher aims, still unattained; it promises
to lead mankind, united in God, the Only One, to truth and
justice, righteousness and love. As the banner of Israel, the
Messiah of the nations, it is destined to become the lode-
star of all nations and all religions. This is the kernel of
the Jewish doctrine concerning the Messiah. )

2. This Messianic hope, on closer analysis, reveals two
elements, both of prophetic origin: one nation'al, the other
religious and universal. The latter is the logical outcom'e
of the monotheism of the great exilic seer, who based his
stirring pictures of the glorious future of Israel upon 1,%10 all-
encompassing knowledge of God posse::,sed by the (_,hOS{':‘Il
People. The classic expression of thls h(.)p(: appears in
Isaiah II, 1—4, and Micah IV, 1-14: “And it shall come t'o
pass in the end of days, that the mountain of thcf Lord’s
house shall be established as the top of the mountains, and
shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations shall flow
unto it. And many peoples shall go and say: ‘Come ye
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house
of the God of Jacob; and He will teach us of His ways, and
we will walk in His paths,’” for out of Zion shall go forth the
law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. And He shall
judge between the nations, and shall decide for many peoples ;
and they shall beat their swords into ploughsharcs., and
their spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall not lift UE
sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any morf:.
We note, indeed, that no reference to the Messiah or a king
of the house of David appears either in this passage or any
of the prophecies of Deutero-Isaiah. Justice and peace for
all humanity are expected through the reign of God alone.
The specific Messianic character of this prophecy took sh.ape
only in its association with the older national hope, voiced
by the prophet Isaiah.







