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CHAPTER LIV

RESURRECTION, A NaTtionar. Hopre

1. The Jewish belief in resurrection is intimately bound
up with the hope for the restoration of the Israelitish nation
on its own soil, and consequently rather national; indeed,
originally purely local and territorial.! True, the rabbis
justified their belief in resurrection by such Scriptural verses
as: “I kill and I make alive” ? and “The Lord killeth, and
maketh alive; He bringeth down to the grave, and bringeth
up.”® Founded on such passages, the belief would have to
include all men, and could be confined neither to the Jewish
people nor to the land of Judea. However, we find no trace
of such a belief in the entire Bible save for two late post-
exilic passages * which are in fact apocalyptic, being based
upon earlier prophecies, and themselves, in turn, basic to
the later dogma of the Pharisees.

2. The picture of a resurrection was first drawn by the
prophet Hosea, who applied it to Israel. In his distress
over the destiny of his people he says: “Come, and let us
return unto the Lord; for He hath torn, and He will heal
us, He hath smitten, and He will bind us up. After two
days will He revive us, on the third day He will raise us up,
that we may live in His presence.” ® Ezekiel’s vision of the
dry bones which rose to a new life under the mighty sway
of the spirit of God,® gave more definite shape to the picture,

1 See J. E., art. Resurrection. * Deut. XXXII, 39; see Sifre ad loc.

31 Sam. II, 6; see Midr. Sh’muel, ad loc.

4 Isa. XXVI, 19; Dan. XII, 2.
8 Hosea VI, 1—2; comp. XIII, 14.
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¢ Ezek. XXXVII, 1-14.
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although in the form of allegory. As th.e prophet himself
says, he aimed to describe the resurrection of Ju(lah.an'd
Israel from their grave of exile. :[‘hc 0135%‘.1.‘.(&'(: I\-Ie':jsmmc
prophecy in Isaiah, chapters X_-\’I‘Y to }Q&\-'_II, strikes a
new note. First the author deals with the Lgmble s'laug‘l'lter
which God will inflict upon the heathen, altcr W'hl(‘:h Hf:
will swallow up death forever; and the Lord God \ivlll wipe
away tears from off all faces; and the rcpr?;u‘h o_f His people
will He take away from off all the earthf‘“ . Finally, “'}.101’1
the oppressors of Israel are completely am‘nhllz%tcd, ex{tlmr'ns
the seer: “Thy dead shall live, thy dead bodies shall arise
— awake and sing, ye that dwell in the dust — for Lln dew
is a fructifying dew, and the earth shall bring_ to life the
shades.” 2 Daniel speaks in a similar vein: “And many
of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some

to everlasting life, and some to reproaches and everlasting.

abhorrence.” ?

3. In this hope for resurrection at the en‘d of days the
leading thought is that the prophecies which hav.e been
unfulfilled during the lifetime of the pious, and pa:tmularly
the martyrs, shall be realized in the world to come. .In the
oldest apocalyptic writings this life of the fu.ture is :"?tlll con-
ceived as earthly bliss, inasmuch as the writers thn}k only
of the Messianic time of national glory, depicted in such
glowing colors by the prophets. Unbounded richness of the
soil and numerous offspring, abundant treasures brO}lght
by remote nations and their rulers, peace and happ%n@s
far and wide — such are the characteristics of the Messianic

1Tsa. XXV, 8. . ‘ .

? [sa. XXVI, 19. Instead of “my dead bodies” in the new B]bk"..transl:lrnon,
read “thy dead,” and instead of “light” translate oroth, after ¥I‘l\1ngs IV, 39,
“herb,” which means “dew of revival”; the last is also a rabbinic term.

3 Dan. XTI, 2. ‘ N

1 See IT Macc. VII, g—36; XII, 43; XIV, 46; Sibyll. II, 47; Midr. Teh.
Ps. XVII, 13.







