306 JEWISH THEOLOGY

Jewish people requires a national body rooted in its ancient
soil in order that it may fulfill its appointed task among the
nations; they even go so far as to declare all the achieve-
ments brought about by the assimilation of the culture of
the surrounding nations to be a deterioration of the genuine
character of the Jewish nation, The fact is that, as in nature
there is nowhere a resurrection of the dead but an ever re-
newed regeneration of life, so is the history of the Jew and
of Judaism a continuous process of regeneration manifested
at every great turning-point of history, when the ideas and
cultural elements of a new civilization exert their powerful
influence on life and thought. There never was, nor will be
an exclusively Jewish culture. It is the wondrous power of
assimilation of the Jew which ever created and fashioned
his culture anew. That which constitutes the peculiarity
of the Jew and his life force js his religion fostered through
the ages, preserved amidst the most antagonistic influences
and hostile environments, and ever rejuvenated by its unique
universalistic spirit when revived by contact with kindred
movements. To maintain and propagate this, his religion
in all lands and amidst all civilizations, is the task assigned
to him by Providence, until God’s Kingdom has been
established all over the globe.

CHAPTER LV

ISRAEL AND THE HEATHEN NATIONS

1. As there is but one Creator and Ruler of the u{livcrse,
so there is before Him but one human.it}-'. All the na.tlons.are
under His guidance, while Israel, His chosen people, [}mnts;
to the kingdom of God which is to embrace them all. srae‘E
was called the “first-born son” of God?! at the very momItiIr}‘
of his election, implying that all the sons of men arel is
children. All of them are links in the divine ‘plan Sf sa \\rai
tion. In the same sense God spok(l: through Isaiah .:. 'Iiless(;:f
be Egypt, My people, and Assyria the work of My 1;111 bé
and Israel Mine inheritance.” 2 As t]'.lC first page of Scrip E
assigns a common origin to them 'a,ll in the first miilnb so,ﬁlle c{;
prophets tell us, at the end of time the}-? shaill'a,l e tled
with longing for the one God and form with Tame.‘ 0:'.!6 cothe
munity on earth, a great brotherhood of man serving :
comm:m Father above? Still, the actual_wmrld bega.n, ~r-10
with the unity, but with the wide diversity and chs‘perblon

of mankind. The idea of the unity of man came as aétr:ot;
ollary to the kindred conception of the unity of God, after
istorical process. .
10‘}3{1;11?: T}: lclli)::-ation of the world opens with the.steparatlog
of light from darkness, so the process of the sp-lrltual 31.:11116
moral development of mankind begins, .accordllligr t]0f
divine plan of salvation, with the separation of bl‘d; rom
the heathen nations The sharper the contrast became
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