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476 JEWISH THEOLOGY

upon us the obligation to lead all God’s children to love Hj
with heart and soul and might, thus working toward the 1 e
when “the earth shall be filled with the know?edge of the lec
ok Lhc Lord as the waters cover the sea.”” 1 All the sg‘?rly
pohtlc..a], and intellectual movements of our restless hcz{;;a :
stm:mmg age, notwithstanding temporary ]apsesL hi}nto ba::
ba{‘lsm ‘and hatred, point unerringly to the final goal, the
Lll’lllf.y of all human and cosmic life under the supreme leilder-
ship of God on high. TIn the midst of all these rﬁo»'en;cnfs
of the day stands the Jew, God’s witness from of old et
Vigorous and youthful still, surveying the experiences 01,‘ :t}he
past and voicing the hope of the future, exclaiming in th
}vords of his traditional prayers : “Happy are we : ho‘; roodl y
Is our portion! how pleasant our lot! how bcalitiful ci:ur in)f
hen;ance!” ® Our faith is the faith of the coming humanity ;
. T . :
(t)ltl;ter jd()ci?soileiifni;;zfz kingdom of God, which will include all

! Hab., i
ab. II, 14. % Singer’s Prayerb., 8.

CHAPTER LIX

Tue EtHics oF JupaisM AND THE KingpoM oF Gobp

1. The soul of the Jewish religion is its ethics. TIts God
is the Fountainhead and Ideal of morality. At the begin-
ning of the summary of the ethical laws in the Mosaic Code
stands the verse: ‘“Ye shall be holy, for I the Lord your
God am holy.”! This provides the Jew with the loftiest
possible motive for perfection and at the same time the
greatest incentive to an ever higher conception of life and
life’s purpose. Accordingly, the kingdom of God for whose
coming the Jew longs from the beginning until the end of
the year,® does not rest in a world beyond the grave, but
(in consonance with the ideal of Israel’s sages and prophets)
in a complete moral order on earth, the reign of truth, right-
eousness and holiness among all men and nations. Jewish
ethics, then, derives its sanction from God, the Author and
Master of life, and sees its purpose in the hallowing of all
life, individual and social. TIts motive is the splendid con-
ception that man, with his finite ends, is linked to the infinite
God with His infinite ends; or, as the rabbis express it, “Man
is a co-worker with God in the work of creation.” 3

2. Both the term ethics (from the Greek ethos) and moral-
ity (from the Latin mores) are derived from custom or habit.
In distinction to this, the Hebrew Scripture points to God’s
will as perceived in the human conscience as the source
of all morality. Those ethical systems which dispense with

1 Lev. XIX, 2; comp. on the whole E, G. Hirsch in J. E., art. Ethics.
2 See Alenu in Singer's Prayerb., 67 f.; Union Prayerbook, 1, 48, 104 {.
3 Shab. 119 b.
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