CHAPTER VI

REVELATION, PROPHECY, AND INSPIRATION

1. Divine revelation signifies two different things: first,
God’s self-revelation, which the Rabbis called Gilluy Shekinah,
“the manifestation of the divine Presence,” and, second, the
revelation of His will, for which they used the term Torakh
min ha Shamayim, ‘“‘the Law as emanating from God.”!
The former appealed to the child-like belief of the Biblical
age, which took no offense at anthropomorphic ideas, such
as the descent of God from heaven to earth, His appearing to
men in some visible form, or any other miracle; the latter
appears to be more acceptable to those of more advanced
religious views. Both conceptions, however, imply that the
religious truth of revelation was communicated to man by a
special act of God.

2. Each creative act is a mystery beyond the reach of
human observation. In all fields of endeavor the flashing
forth of genius impresses us as the work of a mysterious force,
which acts upon an elect individual or nation and brings it
into close touch with the divine. In the religious genius
especially is this true; for in him all the spiritual forces of
the age seem to be energized and set into motion, then to burst
forth into a new religious consciousness, which is to revolu-
tionize religious thought and feeling. In a child-like age
when the emotional life and the imagination predominate,
and man’s mind, still receptive, is overwhelmed by mighty
visions, the Deity stirs the soul in some form perceptible to

1 See Sifre Deut. XXVI, 8; Sanh. X, 1; J. E,, art. Revelation; Dillmann,
61 f.; Geiger, D. Jud. u. s. Gesch. I, 34 f.
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the senses. Thus the “seer” assumes a trance-like state
where the Ego, the self-conscious personality, is pushed into
the background; he becomes a passive instrument, the mouth-
piece of the Deity; from Him he receives a message to the
people, and in his vision he beholds God who sends him. This
appearance of God upon the background of the soul, which
reflects Him like a mirror, is Revelation.!

3. The states of the soul when men see such visions of the
Deity predominate in the beginnings of all religions. Accord-
ingly, Scripture ascribes such revelations to non-Israelites as
well as to the patriarchs and prophets of Israel, — to Abime-
lek and Laban, Balaam, Job, and Eliphaz.? Therefore the
Jewish prophet is not distinguished from the rest by the
capability to receive divine revelation, but rather by the
intrinsic nature of the revelation which he receives. His
vision comes from a moral God. The Jewish genius perceived
God as the moral power of life, whether in the form expressed
by Abraham, Moses, Elijah, or by the literary prophets,
and all of these, coming into touch with Him, were lifted into
a higher sphere, where they received a new truth, hitherto

1 See Deut. XIII, 2—6, where prophet forms a parallel to dreamer of dreams.
God appears in a dream to Abraham (Gen. XV, 1, 12), to Abimelek (Gen. XX,
3, 6), to Jacob (XXVIII, r2; XXXI, 11; XLVI, 2), to Laban (XXXI, 24),
to Balaam (Num. XXIV, 3), and to Eliphaz (Job IV, 3-6). Dream-like visions
open the prophetic career of Moses (Exod. III, 3-6), Samuel (I Sam. III, 1,
15, 21), Isaiah (Is. VI, 1 f.), Jeremiah (Jer. I, 11 f.), Ezekiel (Ezek. I, 4), and
others. Revelation in the Bible is Mahazeh, hazon, and hizayon, *vision” —
whence hozeh, “seer”; or mareh, “sight,” whence roek, “seer.” See also
Geiger: Urschrift, 340; 390. Prophecy without dream or vision is claimed
for Moses (Num. XII, 6-8; Exod. XXX, 11; Deut. XXXIV, 10; see Mai-
monides: Moreh, 11, 43—-47; Albo, Ikkarim, 111, 8). The revelation on Sinai
is described as ““the great vision,” or mareh: Exod. III, 3; XXIV, 17; com-
pare Deut. IV, 11—V, 23, according to which only a “voice’ is heard. Instead
of God the later prophets see an angel, as Zach. I, 8, 11; II, 2 f. Compare
Yebam. 49 b, as to the difference between Isaiah, who saw God in a vision, and
Moses, who saw Him “in a shining mirror.” He will appear in the latter way
to the righteous in the future world, Suc. 45 b; Lev. R. 1, 14; I Cor. XIII, 12.

2 See Gen. XX, 6; XXXI, 29; Num. XXIV; Job IV, 16 f.; XXXVIII, 1.







