CHAPTER XIL.
THE TALMUDIC BOOKLET, MASSEKET KUTIM.

At the end of the IVth Seder, or Series, of the Babylonian
Talmud, along with a number of extra-Talmudical tract-
ates, are found the ‘ Seven Jerusalemite Booklets,” the
sixth of which is entitled Masseket Kutim, i. e., De Samari-
tanis. ‘The classic edition of these seven tractates is that of
Raphael Kirchheim, Septem libri Talmudici Hierosolymi-
tani, Frankfurt, 1851 (in Hebrew), edited from the MS. of
Eliakim Carmoly, and provided with a sagacious commen-
tary.! The sixth tractate is an interesting collection of
dicta, some of which are found in the Talmudic literature,
some of which are independent Boraitas, and some Tal-
mudic opinions referring to the Gentiles, but now applied to
the Samaritans.

The translation herewith appended is intended to afford
an easy oversight of the strata of the treatise. In plain type
are given such dicta as are not found in the Talmudic litera-
ture. Small capitals indicate identity with Talmudic
passages ; this type is used also where the exact wording of
the source does not appear. In italics are given those Tal-
mudic dicta which in their original meaning referred to the
Gentiles alone; most of these come from Aboda Zara.

This critical discrimination offers an insight into the
process of the Jewish legislation concerning the Samaritans.
Most of the independent Halakot are favorable to them, e.g.

1 An excellent English translation, with some notes, is given in Nutt,
Samaritan Targuwm, p. 168. In general, see Hamburger, REJud.

Supplementband, 95; Strack, RE :_cviii, 328, and Einleitung in den
Talmud, 1900, p. 46; Schiirer, GJng:, 137.
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Nos. 1, 5, 8, 28, and so may be presumed to be discarded
Boraitas. On the other hand, the Halakot which have been
bodily applied to the Samaritans from the law concerning
the Gentiles, testify to the later practical identification of the
two classes.

The supplementary notes are to be credited almost entirely
to the full apparatus of Kirchheim. Where he corrects the
received text, I have indicated such corrections with quota-
tion marks. I have further carefully digested the Halakot
with the material given in the preceding Chapter. The
numbering of the Halakot is my own.

MASSEKET KUTIM.
SectioN 1.

1. The usages of the Samaritans are in part like those of
the Gentiles, in part like those of Israel, but mostly
like Israel.

2. WE DO NOT ACCEPT FROM THEM THE BIRD-OFFERINGS
OF MEN OR WOMEN HAVING ISSUES, NOR THE BIRD-
OFFERINGS OF WOMEN AFTER CHILD-BIRTH, NOR SIN-
OFFERINGS OR GUILT-OFFERINGS. DBUT WE ACCEPT

FROM THEM ‘‘ VOWS AND FREEWILL-OFFERINGS.”

Shek. i, 5. The quoted words are restored from the Mishna,
See above, p. 182. Cf. Lew. 12; 15.

3. We do not give them possession of immouvable prop-
erty, we do not sell them sheep for shearing, or crops
that are to be harvested, or standing timber; but we

may sell them “ cattle ” for slaughter.

_ The first clause is from the Mishna, 4b. Z. i, 7, those follow-
ing are the gist of the discussion in the Gemara, 20b. See
above, p. 184.

4. We do not sell them large cattle, even if they are
maimed, nor ass-foals, nor calves; but we may






