CHAPTER XIIL
THE SAMARITAN SECTS; GNOSTICISM.

§ I. THE SAMARITAN SECTS.!

Extensive testimony is given by the Samaritan Chron-
icles, especially by Abu’l Fath, to the existence of sects
since an early period; to this information much can be
added from Patristic and Muslim sources. It is the more
unfortunate that the data concerning these sects are meagre
and confused, because these phenomena exhibit the oper-
ation of external forces affecting Samaritanism.

The arch-heresy of the Samaritans according to all ac-
counts is that of the Dositheans. But before taking up
this sect, it is advisable first of all to look at the others
which are grouped along with it by the Christian author-
ities. Tirst, the Jewish-born Hegesippus, of the 1Id Cen-
tury, in a passage quoted by Eusebius, enumerates the
Dositheans, the Gorothenians and the Masbotheeans, to
each of which he assigns an eponymous founder.? The
Syrian Epiphanius is the next Christian writer to list the
Samaritan sects, which he makes four in number, namely
the Essenes, the Sebuzans, the Gorothenians, and the Dosi-

1 For the literature, see infer al., Juynboll, Lib. Jos. 110; Nutt, Sa-
maritan Targum, 46; Appel, De rebus Samaritanorum, go (a brie
essay: De Dositheo et Dositheanis). For the Rabbinic references, see
S. Krauss, Dosithée et les Dosithéens, REJT xlii, 1901, p. 27; A. Biichler,
Les Dosithéens dans le Midrasch, REJ xlii, 220; xliii, 50, who con-
siderably criticizes Krauss's credence to the historic reliability of the

Rabbinic material. o . ;
2 Eusebius, Historia ecclesie, iv, 22. “ Gorothenians ” 1s variously

vocalized, though the tradition of the consonants 1s fairly ‘cqrtain-
Nicetas has Sorothenians, Thes. orthod. fidet, 1, 35; sce Heinichen,

Eusebius, ad loc.
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theans.® It would be natural then to identify the Mas-
bothaeans with the Sebuzans.* Of the Sebuzans Epi-
pha}nus reports that out of hostility to the Jews and to
avoid friction with them this sect observed the Passover in
the month Tishri, so that their feast of Tabernacles fell
about the Jewish Passover. The name has been variously
explained, but the best interpretation is that of Juynboll,
who deduces it from the Hebrew 2%, “ hebdomad,” and
makes it refer to the Passover celebration in the seventh
month.® There is a single reference to this sect in 4bu’l
Fath, 131, where the Subuai appear as opposed to Baba
Rabba and as having their own ecclesiastical organization.
Of the Gorothenians nothing further is known than Epi-
?hamus’s information that they agreed with the Dositheans
in observing the orthodox calendar as against the Sebu-
@2ans.! As for the same authority’s mention of the Essenes,
all he tells us is that they were orthodox Samaritans, and
in the disputes of the sects sided with the party who hap-
pened to be in the neighborhood of their respective com-
munities. Some evidence will appear below of Essene in-
fluences in Samaria.

Of the Dositheans we possess much more extensive in-
formation, but all of a confused and contradictory char-
acter, and coming from every source, Samaritan, Jewish,
Patristic, and Arabic. It is a question whether there is
2 Haeres, i, 10; cf. his Respons. ad epistol. Acacii et Pauli. Epipha-
nius is_ followed by Theodoret, Heres, i. 1; John of {B‘a:nascﬂg ?n
Cotelerius, Eccles. Grec. monum. i, 282; Nicetas, L c.

41If the former is an independent sect, we have only the definition
offered by Tsidor Hispalensis, Etymologie, viii, 4, according to whom
they held that Christ ordered them to sabbatize in all things — the sect
}hus appearing as a Christian body. Ewald, Geschichte des Volkes
srael, 1868, vii, 135, identifies them with the Basmothzans of the
Apostolic Constitutions, vi, 1, 6

thb_. Jos. 112. This etymology is supported by the Arabic form
given in the next sentence of the text. For other explanations, see
Nutt, op. cit. 47. ’

“Heid_&_:_nheim would find a geographical origin for the name, BS ii
P. Xxxvii, ,






