Nach de Saulcy Rosen & Teprrt

1110000
e w0y b0 gou__wee
Meter

Mogcheen in der Stady

1. Dscharn’ ol -Helny

a - elr(Radrd

3 o -Bek

* . N

5 . el -Houihle
& Ot of - Redidschar
7 ik Beser !
LA

== t
= /,(g \

\

3

i
N

&

Map oF SHECHEM-NABLUS AND VICINITY.
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THE SAMARITANS.

CHAPTER L
THE RE-DISCOVERY OF THE SAMARITANS.

The existence of a peculiar sect native to Samaria, the
central region of Palestine, is first noticed in the Old Testa-
ment, 2 Ki. 17, where they are called the Samaritans.!
This record narrates that the land of the northern King-
dom of Israel, having been denuded of its population by the
Assyrian conqueror after the fall of the capital, the city of
Samaria, in 722 B.C., was repopulated by heathen colonies
transferred thither from distant parts of the empire. The
deities of the respective colonies are then named, and the
narrative proceeds to relate how upon the outbreak of a
plague of lions the newcomers bethought themselves, in true
primitive fashion, of the claims of the neglected god of the
land; in consequence of their distress they sought, with the
patronage of the Assyrian King, to learn the way of the
God of Israel, and added his worship to their respective
cults, the result being an eclectic form of religion, abhorrent
indeed to Yahwe and to all who found in him the One True
God.

After a lapse of two centuries the people of Samaria ap-
pear again as the opponents of the restored Jewish state, and
especially as objecting to the re-building of the temple at
Jerusalem.? The history of the Jews as continued by the
Books of Maccabees and the works of Josephus, abounds in
references to the Samaritan sect, whose members always
1 For the names of the Samaritans, see Additional Note B.

2 Ezra-Nehemia, passim.
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