FOUNTAIN IN THE VALE OF SHECHEM.

CHAPTERIL

THE LAND OF SAMARIA AND THE CITY OF
SHECHEM,
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(Description of the Vale of Shechem by the Hellenistic poet Theo-
dotus, in Eusebius, Prep. Evang. ix, 22, with Ludwich’s emendations.)

The central district of Palestine is Samaria, one of the
three divisions of the Holy Land well known to all students
of the New Testament. But the name Samaria as applied
to the district is comparatively recent; it is the Hellenized
form of Shomeron, the capital which Omri founded in the
IXth Century B.C.,! and the name of the city was extended
to the district only towards the end of the following cen-
tury, when the Assyrian advance cut off from Northern Is-
rael Galilee and Across-Jordan, and reduced the once proud
kingdom of Israel to a dependent province named after its
one important city.? The older name of the land is Mount
Ephraim, or more correctly the Highland of Ephraim.® Tt
is the northern section of the rugged upland region, whose

11 Ki. 16, 24. See Additional Note A.

2 Amos uses the word only of the city, but Hosea, writing after the

land had become an Assyrian dependency (730 B. C.), always — six
times — of the land.

ths Highland (har) of Ephraim, Jos. 17, 15; also once the Highland of

e Amorite, DL 1, 7, and later the Highland of Israel, Jos. 11, 16,
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