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between Nehemia’s age and 200 B. C. But in their present state they
give room only for speculation. Reference may here be made to
Holscher, op. cit. 30, “ Die Juden nach Nehemia,” who argues that the
Book of Judith in its geographical data assumes the Jewish control of
Samaria in the late Persian period, and that the symbolic act, in Zech.
11, 14, of breaking the staff to portend the breaking of the brotherhood
between Juda and Israel, refers to the schism. Holscher would date
this event about 300, but the date of Deutero-Zecharia is too obscure
to be the basis of chronology. In 1 Ch. 9, 3, there is an obscure refer-
ence to people of Ephraim and Manasse resident in Jerusalem, a
family of Shilonites being specified, v. 5. These were doubtless north-
ern Israelites who persisted in devotion to the Jewish sanctuary. To
the Chronicler the northern territory is never Samaria, but always the
land of Ephraim, ii, 25, 7, or of Ephraim and Manasse, ii, 30, 1. If
such Psalms as Ps. 80 are to be attributed to the Post-exilic age, some
interesting problems present themselves. Cheyne has interpreted the
“1libations of blood” in Ps. 16 of the superstitious practices of the
Samaritans, but there is no_ proof for this against them (see his
Jewish Religious Life, 29). In Ps. 60, 8-14 (Ps. 108, 8&14) scholars
from Theodore of Mopsuestia down to Cheyne and Duhm have found
a reference to John Hyrcanus’s capture of Shechem in the words: “I
will divide Shechem, mete out the valley of Succoth ”; but the friendly
reference to Manasse and Ephraim in the following verse militates
against this historical interpretation. 1 may take opportunity here to
note the excellent characterization of the Samaritan schism in Stade’s
most recent work, Biblische Theologie des Alten Testaments, § 147.

CHAPTER V.

THE SAMARITANS UNDER THE HELLENIC
EMPIRE.

AF the end of the last Chapter probable references to the
rela}tlons between the Jews and the Samaritans in the Hel-
lenic age have been anticipated. When we turn now to
the political history of Samaria under Hellenism, we find
few further data concerning the sect until the age of the
Maccabees. It is true that the land of Samaria figures con-
stantly in the wars of Alexander and of the Diadochi.
Its capital Samaria rebelled against the conqueror and re-
cewe.d exemplary punishment;? Eusebius also reports that
the city was rebuilt by Perdiccas and subsequently, in 296-5,
was again destroyed by Demetrius Poliorcetes.* But these
facts throw no light upon the Samaritan sect, although it
may be presumed that it sorely suffered under the harryings
of the land, and that its members, men of the hardy Hebrew
blood, were often found among the rebels.

Josephus describes the calamities brought upon Syria and
upon Juda in particular by the wars of the first Ptolemy
and records that this monarch carried off many captives,
from the hill-country of Juda, and the places about Jeru-
salem, and Mount Gerizim.* The result of these Ptolemaic
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