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CHAPTER VIIL

THE GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION OF THE
SAMARITANS.

§ I. THE SAMARITANS AT HOME.!

In Chapter II. we observed that the land of Samaria as
a geographical entity was identical with the Highlands of
Ephraim. It is bounded on the north by the valley of
Esdraelon, to which also belongs the plain of Dothan, with
its deep inset into the hill-country. On the east is the Ghor,
or valley of the Jordan, the plain of Beth-shean having been
distinguished from the land of Ephraim politically as well
as geographically from earliest times.? On the west the
line of the lowlands marked the political boundary, the Phce-
nicians and Philistines being in possession of the coast, while
Mount Carmel, though a spur of the Samaritan hill-coun-
try, was cut off politically by the highways which crossed
it. Only on the south was there an uncertain border. There
a long neck of highland connects Mount Ephraim with
Mount Juda, cleft on either side by deep wadies, but withal
presenting no one strategic line of boundary. G. A. Smith
has graphically discussed this debatable frontier,® and points

1 See Juynboll, Hist. Sam. 37; Neubauer, La géographie du Talmud,
1 p. 168; Schiirer, GJV, 8§ 23, 24; E. Meyer, Entstehung des
Judenthums, 1806, p. 105; Smith, HG cc. xii, xvii; Hélscher, Palis-
tina in der persischen und hellenistischen Zeit, 1903; Conder, Samar-
stan Topography, PEFQS 1876, p. 182 (with extensive treatment of
the geographical references in the Book of Joshua and the Chronicle
Neubauer).

2See 1 Sam. 31, 10. It received a Scythian colony in the VIIth
Century, and later became a member of the Decapolis.

3 0p. cit. ¢, xiii.
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