CHAPTER IX.

THE SAMARITANS IN THE APOCRYPHAL LIT-
ERATURE, THE NEW TESTAMENT,
AND JOSEPHUS.

In the preceding Chapters we have examined the secular
history of the Samaritans; it is a story redolent of friction
and conflicts between them and the Jews since the beginning
of the schism. The obscurity concerning the origin of the
northern sect has been made evident in Chapter IV ; how-
ever in the Hellenic period the cleft between the two sects
had established itself, a fact demonstrated by John Hyr-
canus’s capture of Shechem as a hostile city. But it re-
mains now, apart from external politics, to investigate the
actual spiritual relations between the Jews and the Samari-
tans in the three or four centuries respectively before and
after the beginning of the Christian era. For this study
the Samaritan literature is almost absolutely worthless so
far as direct references are concerned, for none of it except
the Samaritan edition of the Pentateuch can be dated with
certainty earlier than the IVth Century A. C. We are
therefore thrown back upon the Judaistic literature exclu-
sively, the examination of which will show what the Jews,
“the enemies themselves being judges,” thought in that
period concerning the Samaritans.

There appear to be but two references to that sect in the
early non-canonical literature of the Jews.! The one is
Ecclus. 50, 25f: “ With two races is my soul vexed; and
the third is no nation: with the dwellers of Seir and

1 For reference to certain Hellenistic literature, see Chap. XIV, § 5.
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