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soming of a rich liturgical activity, which has continued 4
our own time but with accelerating degeneracy. As late as
the XVIIIth Century theological literature flourished; y
may instance the commentary of Gazal ibn Abu(1) Sa
Since that time no important work has appeared, a cess
tion which is symptomatic of the moribund condition of ¢ A. THE NAME “ SAMARIA.”
community.

In the Arabic period the priestly family at Nablus
a school of learning, at least of that very conservative
der which perpetuates meagre annals; it was also the h
of liturgical composition. But the real intellectual cen
of the sect were in Egypt and at Damascus. While
Toledas are of native origin, the Book of Joshua hails frc
Egypt; the version ascribed to Abu Said also seems to ha:
been of Egyptian origin.®? To Damascus doubtless b
longed the grammarian Ibrahim ibn Faraj, at least h
scholastic connections would assign him to that cit
there also flourished Munajja and the several physic
theologians. This famous centre of Islamic culture
came the centre of Samaritan science, as Egypt had bee
of the Midrashic literature of the sect.

ADDITIONAL NOTES.

The Assyrian form of Shomeron, (3%, is Samerina,
appearing first in Tiglath-pileser’s inscriptions (Layard,
- 66, 18); the Aramaic is Shamerain, the Greek Sapapia
Sapapeia.  The relation of the Hebrew form to those given
- by foreign sources has not yet been explained. The
- Hebrew o in the first syllable is certainly secondary, the
~ foreign renderings preserving the original vowel a. As
for the final syllable, both -ain and -on (also -un) are fre-
quent terminations in Palestinian place-names, and the two
suffixes may be understood as original alternatives of the
‘name. Or -on may have arisen from -an, the latter by dis-
traction also undergoing a parallel change into -ain, -en.
‘Winckler has suggested that -on (= —tm) and -ain are re-
1ated to one another as case-endings.
As for the foundation of the city, it must be assumed
that the hill of Shemer was an ancient settlement, and that
ri bought from the clan inhabiting it the land he re-
red for his buildings and fortifications; see Stade, Der
ame der Stadt Samariens und seine Herkunft, ZATW
V, 165. Compare David’s transaction with Arauna the
Jebusite, 2 Sam. 24. Shemer seems to have been a wide-
spread clan-name, appearing as a clan of the tribe of Levi,
Ch. 6, 31, and of Benjamin, 8, 12, while Shimron is a
mily of Issachar, Gen. 46, 13, etc., and a town in Zebu-
an, Jos. 11, 1, etc. This is vocalized in Jos. 12, 20 by
S'A. as Samron (cf. 19, 15), which would be the same
the original form of Omri’s foundation. Thus more
than one town “ Samaria ” existed on the early map, while
' 317

82 Juynboll, Orientalia, ii, 116; Bloch, Sam. -arab. Pentateuch
setzung, 10.






