PREFACE.

The following work has grown out of the author’s desire
to gain an answer for the question: Who are the Samar-
itans? He publishes it in the expectation that the same
question may be of interest to the intelligent public, while
withal he hopes that the collection of material here pre-
sented may be of use to the scholarly world.

In large part this work is a digest of the labors of many
scholars for over three centuries; in so far it is the result of
painstaking investigation in a widely scattered and recondite
literature. At the same time, while he has made no pre-
tence at original hypotheses, the author believes that he pre-
sents ampler treatment of the subject as a whole than has
yet been attempted. The difficult problem of the origin of
the Samaritan sect has been here discussed in the light of
modern criticism as a preliminary to the subsequent history.
Their own Chronicles have been carefully explored for his-
torical data, illustrating or adding to the foreign sources
which up to within fifty years have been almost the sole
means of information. The Jewish, Christian, and Muslim
references have been collated, and a digested treatment of
the Talmudic references is offered. The Samaritan the-
ology has been treated formally and at some length, with a
full apparatus of citations to the literature, especially the
Liturgy, the theological importance of which has hardly yet
been recognized. The Chapter on the Literature seemed a
necessary supplement, although it can give only an outline
of the results of the many specialists who have worked in
this field. In fact, Samaritan study still lies in the primary
stage of manuscript investigation, and the student who has






